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Atlas of Living Caribbean 
(ALA Caribbean)

• ALA Caribbean is part of regional BID project 
of Suriname, Trinidad & Tobago and Barbados

• Is a biodiversity portal; first developed by 
Australia (ALA)

• Separate entrance for every participating 
country 

• Provides searches: per species, specialized, 
per area or per data set
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Biodiversity records

Museum/collection data Camera trap data

Observations Monitoring data 3



Intended impact of ALA Caribbean

• Increased use of biodiversity data 
throughout the Caribbean

• A common tool for policymakers and 
researchers

• Showcasing and exposure of Caribbean 
biodiversity (data)

• A tool to inspire Caribbean countries to 
join GBIF data mobilization
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Homepage
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Country tab
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Challenges encountered during 
development

Delays in development
• Key parts of ALA portal (Hubs, Area search)
• Species pages, Checklists
• Incomplete documentation on the 

configuration of modules
• Gap in technical knowledge modules
• Communication relay delays
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What is not yet realized ?

• Specialized search tabs for Suriname, Trinidad 
& Tobago and Barbados incomplete (data not 
yet available)

• Search by Location not working (technical 
problem)

• Search by Data set not yet realized
• No species pages yet (time consuming)
• Most Caribbean countries not yet included
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Challenges for further development

Unstable institutional support
• No IT-person available specifically for Atlas
• No database manager
• No Atlas developer
• Technical facility limited
• Personnel (except Vanessa) involved with ALA 

Caribbean and data mobilization no longer 
working at NZCS
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Participating countries

Requirements:
– Indication of framework based on their needs
– Produce checklists 
– Publish biodiversity records to GBIF database
– Provide photographs and information for species 

pages
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Proposed ALA Caribbean 
development project (1)

Follow-up project components:
– Move ALA Caribbean development to NeoWild
– Get technical support from ALA developers to 

resolve technical issues
– Invite all Caribbean countries to participate in ALA 

Caribbean
– Activate interested countries to produce checklists 

(funding!)
– Occurrence records  (2nd BID project???) 
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Proposed ALA Caribbean 
development project (2)

• Adapt ALA Caribbean framework to include 
tabs for other participating countries

• Import data for specialized search tabs
• Design, draft and include species pages
• Proposed duration: 1 year
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What is the advantage of participating 
in ALA Caribbean?

• Regional biodiversity portal for Caribbean 
countries

• Biodiversity data presented in preformatted 
categories based on usage and relevance 

• Biodiversity data available for: policy makers, 
researchers, conservation NGO’s, the general 
public

• Examples of usage: pests, IAS, threatened 
species, forestry, museum loans, viewing 
specimens
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Thank you! Questions?

26


