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8 April 2026

Setting the scene for regional 
nodes meetings 2026



Welcoming our new committee chairs: David Jennings, Jean Ganglo, Dave Bloom

What are you most looking forward to in your new 

leadership role in the nodes committee?

Do you have any advice for new node managers 

getting started in the GBIF community?

What do you hope that the 2026 regional nodes 

meetings will achieve for GBIF?



Melianie Raymond, GBIF Secretariat

2026 Nodes Implementation 
Plan



Rationale

• Since 2019, the NSG has prepared 

annual updates 

• Aligned strategic objectives

• Framework for discussions at the 

regional and global nodes meetings



Engage research 
communities for data 
mobilization and use



Engage research communities for data mobilization and use

- Know your research community!

- Biodiversity Open Data Ambassadors

- Publishing event-based survey & 

monitoring data with Humboldt 

extension

- Metabarcoding Data Programme

- Graduate Researchers Award & Ebbe 

Nielsen Challenge

- Data use club



Event data in GBIF

• 4624 event datasets of 121,225 total 

datasets

• Occurrence data → event data!

• 223 event datasets registered since GB32

Shifting 20+ years of publishing paradigm on 

its head…



Engage research communities for data mobilization and use

- Know your research community!

- Biodiversity Open Data Ambassadors

- Publishing event-based survey & 

monitoring data with Humboldt 

extension

- Metabarcoding Data Programme

- Graduate Researchers Award & Ebbe 

Nielsen Challenge

- Data use club



gbif.org/metabarcoding 

Datasets

59
Records

109,793,849
Installations

22

Metabarcoding data programme / toolkit

Updated March 2026

https://www.gbif.org/metabarcoding


Taxonomic complementarity of DNA data



Engage research communities for data mobilization and use

- Know your research community!

- Biodiversity Open Data Ambassadors

- Publishing event-based survey & 

monitoring data with Humboldt 

extension

- Metabarcoding Data Programme

- Graduate Researchers Award & 

Ebbe Nielsen Challenge

- Data use club



A selection of GBIF award winners

GBIF Awards

Graduate Researchers Award (est. 2010) – annual 

award

Open to Masters & PhD students that either hold 

citizenship from or are studying in a country that has a 

national GBIF node

Ebbe Nielsen Challenge (est. 2002, re-launched in 

2014) – annual award

Open to individuals, teams, companies and government 

agencies (excluding current GBIF Secretariat staff & 

contractors, SC members and HoDs)

https://www.gbif.org/graduate-researchers-award
https://www.gbif.org/ebbe


Deep-diving awards through community feedback

37 responses
Representing 31 

countries

Responses by region

Diamond squid (Thysanoteuthis rhombus) observed in the Philippines by mbartick (CC BY-NC 4.0) 

Survey responses:



Engage research communities for data mobilization and use

- Know your research community!

- Biodiversity Open Data Ambassadors

- Publishing event-based survey & 

monitoring data with Humboldt 

extension

- Metabarcoding Data Programme

- Graduate Researchers Award & Ebbe 

Nielsen Challenge

- Data use club



Support national and 
regional biodiversity 
commitments and the 
science-policy interface



Support national and regional biodiversity commitments and the science-policy interface

- Webinar 14 + 16 April for HoDs and Node 

Managers from GEF-eligible countries to 

position GBIF data infrastructure within 

national priorities and funding proposals 

for upcoming GEF-9 and GBFF calls

- Work with the GBIFS Partnerships team to 

develop country and GBIF specific 

positioning and engagement of events at 

upcoming COP-17 in Armenia

- Review https://labs.gbif.org/country-

metrics/ and provide feedback on 

community metrics

https://labs.gbif.org/country-metrics/
https://labs.gbif.org/country-metrics/
https://labs.gbif.org/country-metrics/


Strengthening GBIF’s role under target 21

GBIF already provides analytics and country 

reports but these do not provide less information 

on how gaps are being filled -

https://www.gbif.org/analytics/global

New SQL query functionality along with dataset 

categorization and event indexing provides us with 

an opportunity to develop complementary 

analytics

Can GBIF provide more insightful data metrics that 

support targeted data mobilization and reporting 

on biodiversity data flows that support the goal of 

target 21 of the KMGBF?

https://www.gbif.org/analytics/global


Country metrics

Metrics were developed with the following 

principles in mind

• They should not be technically 

demanding to create, i.e. require 

minimal technical expertise to create, 

and not require third-party data

• They should be useful - the community 

should find the information helpful for 

their work and provided in formats that 

can be reused

• They should be easy to interpret



Country Metrics

• Developed a pilot via GBIF labs -

https://labs.gbif.org/country-metrics/  

• Community feedback and workflows via 

https://github.com/gbif/CommunityMe

trics .  

• Based on community response, this 

work could be added as a GBIF work 

programme item in the future. 

https://labs.gbif.org/country-metrics/
https://labs.gbif.org/country-metrics/
https://labs.gbif.org/country-metrics/
https://github.com/gbif/CommunityMetrics
https://github.com/gbif/CommunityMetrics


Promote open biodiversity 
data approaches within the 
business and finance sectors



Promote open biodiversity data approaches within the business and finance sectors

- Materials on engaging the private 

sector in data mobilization available 

from CESP-funded projects 

- TNFD recommendation 5 on 

incentivizing corporate nature data 

exchange: recent webinar held with 

SiB Colombia and ANDI



https://www.gbif.org/event/ce250a-2414-4879-9874-2983ba5/

TNFD data recommendations - Understanding corporate nature data exchange



Support node development 
through knowledge sharing 
and mobility skills



Support node development through knowledge sharing and mobility of skills

- Support the onboarding of new node 

managers

- Plan CESP project proposals

- Develop or enhance hosted portals 

or Living Atlases

- Consider replicating global nodes 

training

- Upcoming development of short 

course



www.globalnodes.gbif.org



Introduction to Node Management



Global Nodes Training 2023 in Canberra Australia by Maheva Bagard Laursen CC BY

Course objectives

➢ Provide new node managers with an 

initial orientation

➢ Foster peer-learning



Topics



Proposed timeline

Call for trainers Select trainers
Allows time for translations 

Begin development Launch course



Develop capacity 
within regional communities 
of practice



Develop capacity within regional communities of practice

- Engage with the regional support 

teams to support capacity 

development in your region

- Opportunities to engage with newly-

funded BID projects at regional 

workshops in Pacific, LAC and Africa

- Share your events with us!



https://gbif.link/suggest-event
https://gbif.org/events

Sharing events

• Relevant for the GBIF network

• Trainings, seminars, meetings, etc.

• Open events

• Lead time: 1 week



https://gbif.link/get-prints

Requests for materials

• Use the order form

• Science Reviews, postcards, 

stickers, pens, etc.

• Lead time

• Within EU: min. 2 weeks

• Outside EU: min. 3 weeks

• Free of cost

• No customs fees or 

handling



Social media

https://www.facebook.com/gbifnewshttps://www.linkedin.com/company/gbif/ https://biodiversity.social/@gbifhttps://bsky.app/profile/gbif.org



Contribute to data model 
enhancements



Contribute to data model enhancements 

- Darwin Core public review now 

closed – thanks to all who 

participated!

- Darwin Core maintenance group 

preparing materials for ratification

- Looking to broaden the pool of 

expertise around DwC-DP and 

engage with early adopters



Thank you!
nodes@gbif.org
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