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Background

 Bhutan: high levels of biodiversity
 Lack of easy access to information
 Difficult for one single agency/org. to 

study and document

 Bhutan Biodiversity Portal 
launched on 17th Dec, 2013



Why a portal?
 Consortium-based approach to 

documenting and managing biodiversity 
information

 Citizen science: collective effort by 
community members, allows for collection 
of large quantities of data

 Promotes awareness and appreciation of the 
local natural environment

 Open-source technology (with technical 
support from India Biodiversity Portal)



Partners



Donors



The Team



Participants / Users



User profile



Participants’ Dashboard



Species Pages









Maps





 Fish data
 Fishes of Bhutan

 Fishes of Western Bhutan

 Freshwater Fish of Royal Manas National Park

 An annotated checklist of fishes from Bhutan

 Preliminary Feasibility Study Fisheries development in Chukha and Tala
Hydropower (EIA)

 Fish Assessment in Kurichhu hydropower plant (EIA)

 Aquatic biodiversity assessment Kurichhu - UWICER
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 Data 
Package

 Datasets
 Data 

Tables

Traits
 IUCN status
 Life form 
 Fish Length
 Fish 

reproductive 
condition

 Custom…











Data sharing and Licenses 
 Creative commons licensing systems
www.creativecommons.org
◦ CC- BY
◦ CC- NC
◦ CC-ND
◦ CC-SA

 Not anti-copy right/anti-intellectual rights/anti-
commercialism

 Way of getting information across with flexible 
distribution rules

 Reserves moral, intellectual and distribution rights
 Philosophy:  “Some rights reserved” rather than 

“All rights reserved”

http://www.creativecommons.org/


Potential beneficiaries and uses of 
the portal data

 ALL!!
◦ Policy makers
◦ Biodiversity managers
◦ Land-use planners
◦ Environmentalists
◦ Researchers / students
◦ General public / biodiversity enthusiasts 

(national and international)
◦ Tourism sector



Future Portal Activities

 Integrate specimen voucher data such as specimen data on bees, 
dragonflies, snails, herbariums, etc.

 Enhanced map modules (with provisions for gazetteer)
 Develop detailed manuals (print)
 Encourage curators to involve actively by providing incentives 

such as recognitions, capacity development on upgraded portal 
features, etc.

 Identify additional curators (national or international) for 
certain taxonomic groups.

 Create awareness to wider audiences such as university student 
and lecturers, field foresters, tourism industry, hydro-power 
sectors, etc.

 Encourage/assist in sharing data for benefit of all.
 Upload data frequently for lesser known taxonomic groups 

h  i t



TASHI DELEK!

www.facebook.com/bhutanbiodiversityportal

App for iOS and Android available!
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