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BIODIVERSITY DATA MOBILIZATION AND THE SDGS

Informing policies on conservation and sustainable use in terrestrial and 
marine ecosystems (Goals 15, 14) – also contributes to:
- Livelihood support (Goal 1)
- Agriculture and food security (Goal 2)
- Combatting disease, conserving medicinal plants (Goal 3)
- Freshwater resources (goal 6)
- Climate change adaptation (Goal 13)
- And more…! 



https://www.gbif.org/bid

BIODIVERSITY INFORMATION FOR DEVELOPMENT (BID)

- €3,9 million grant under the EuropeAid Biodiversity for Life (B4Life) flagship umbrella 

programme.

- Further €1m in-kind contribution from GBIF

- 5-year programme 2015-2019 focussed on sub-Saharan Africa, Caribbean, Pacific (ACP) 

regions

Overall objective: Improved management of natural capital for human well-being; 

through increased application of biodiversity information as evidence for decision making

https://www.gbif.org/bid


PREPARATORY PHASE

‘Africa rising’ meeting, surveys of governments and data 
holders in Africa, Caribbean, Pacific



FOUR CALLS FOR PROPOSALS 2015 - 2017

- 2 calls for Africa
- 1 call each in Caribbean, Pacific
- 50 projects in Africa, 8 in 

Caribbean, 5 in Pacific
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BID PROJECTS

https://www.gbif.org/programme/82243/bid-biodiversity-information-for-development#projects

- Mobilize data from collections, 
surveys, research etc

- Build biodiversity information 
networks

- Identify applications of data in 
research and policy 

Scales: Institutional, national, 
regional

https://www.gbif.org/programme/82243/bid-biodiversity-information-for-development#projects


BUILDING A COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE
• Capacity enhancement workshops for all funded 

projects
• Volunteer mentors from global  community assist 

in face to face training, continue one-on-one 
remote support

• Today’s trainees are tomorrow’s mentors!
• Already re-used in Asia, Balkans, Russia/C Asia

Curricula developed in:
- Biodiversity data mobilization (plan digitization, 

understand standards, tools for sharing)

- Data use for decision making (data cleaning, 
modelling, mapping, Redlisting, mainstreaming 
to priority policy needs)

- Establishing and managing a GBIF node 



LESSONS AND BENEFITS FOR GBIF

- Need to develop standardized calls, templates, 

project evaluation and selection

- Need to develop re-usable curricula, workshop 

models, e-Learning, mentoring

- Need to develop project pages, project IDs to link 

grantees with outputs and data (and back!)



PROJECT PAGES AND IDS
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PROJECT DATA OUTPUTS



PROJECT DATA OUTPUTS

https://www.gbif.org/programme/82243/bid-biodiversity-information-for-development#projects

https://www.gbif.org/programme/82243/bid-biodiversity-information-for-development#projects


TYPES OF DATA APPLICATIONS

Species assessment and protected area management

Agriculture and food security

Modelling impacts of climate change

Information for invasive species management 



EXPANDED GBIF MEMBERSHIP 

https://www.gbif.org/news/4366hBP6hi6gaie0qKkgOi/cameroon-and-liberia-boost-gbif-africa-membership-to-20-countries

- Angola
- Cameroon
- Democratic Republic of Congo
- Liberia
- Mali

- Niger
- Nigeria
- South Sudan
- Tonga
- Zimbabwe
- SPREP

New countries and organizations joining GBIF during BID programme

https://www.gbif.org/news/4366hBP6hi6gaie0qKkgOi/cameroon-and-liberia-boost-gbif-africa-membership-to-20-countries


REGIONAL CLOSING MEETINGS AND STATEMENTS
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BID CONSULTATION

Respondents:  
• 47 GBIF 

Participants of 
which 18 are in 
BID target regions

• 20 voluntary 
mentors/trainers
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