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Knowing and doing: Illustrations to support to collection 
missions to rescue vegetable landraces and wild relatives
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Growing call for nutritious vegetables to diversify diets and farm 
systems

EAT - Healthy Planet diet (eatforum.org)

van Zonneveld et al. (2021)



Open repositories help identify diversity and conservation 
status of traditional vegetables and its wild relatives 



Conservation status of traditional vegetables and its wild 
relatives

• 25% of the about 1,100 recognized vegetables is still not 
conserved ex situ (Meldrum et al. 2018)

• 62% of 126 selected African vegetables is poorly conserved 
ex situ (van Zonneveld et al. 2021)

• 65% of eggplant wild relatives in Africa are poorly or not 
conserved ex situ (Syfert et al. 2016)

• 25% of the wild relatives of Vigna in Africa and Asia are 
poorly conserved ex situ (van Zonneveld et al. 2019) 



Centers of domestication
Target areas for germplasm collecting

van Zonneveld, M., Kindt, R., Solberg, S. Ø., N'Danikou, S., & Dawson, I. K. 
(2021). Diversity and conservation of traditional African vegetables: Priorities 
for action. Diversity and Distributions, 27(2), 216-232.

Larsson et al. (2014)



Data from GBIF

• More than 993 sources



From Knowing to Doing - Taiwan Africa Vegetable Initiative

• Modernization of genebanks in Tanzania 
and Eswatini

• Support of genebanks in Benin and 
Madagascar 

• Capacity building of staff of national 
genebanks in sub-Saharan Africa

• >9,000 seed samples of African vegetables 
and its wild relatives collected so far in 
vegetable hotspots

https://youtu.be/MDg1PGvH3jA



Thank you!
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