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WHAT IS GBIF? 

www.gbif.org  

A window on biodiversity evidence over time, informing research and decisions 
                                                         www.gbif.org    

http://www.gbif.org
http://www.gbif.org


http://www.gbif.org/participation/summary 

COUNTRIES PARTICIPATING IN GBIF 

• 54 countries, 39 international organizations 
• Each Participant signs GBIF non-binding Memorandum of Understanding 
• Network of ‘nodes’ coordinate mobilization of data and collaborate  

Voting Participants

Associate Country Participants

Participants with signature of 2012 MOU pending

http://www.gbif.org/participation/summary
http://www.gbif.org/participation/summary
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TYPES OF DATA SHARED THROUGH GBIF 

• Species occurrence 

records (what, where, 

when, how, by whom?) 

• Checklist data (names) 

• Sample-based data 

• Metadata 



SOURCES OF DATA SHARED THROUGH GBIF 

Research projects, 

surveys, inventories  

Collections from 

museums and herbaria 

Citizen science 

observations 

Data extracted from 

literature 



GBIF BY THE NUMBERS 

570,238,233 

species occurrence records 

15,073  
datasets 

762 
data publishing institutions 

 

http://www.gbif.org  | 01 SEP 2015 



WHY SHARE DIGITAL DATA? 

• Visibility, credit for 
institutions, projects 

• Compliance with open 
data principles, 
regulations 

• Preservation and 
persistence of data for 
future re-use 

• Contribution to Aichi 
Targets (Target 19) 

http://www.gbif.org/dataset/feb41318-374b-4ed6-b61e-0369993abedc  
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CITATIONS IN PEER-REVIEWED RESEARCH 

 2 SEP 2015 

 

Annual number of peer-reviewed publications  

using GBIF-mediated data 
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USE OF SHARED DATA IN RESEARCH 

GBIF Science Review available at http://www.gbif.org/resources/3427. 

• Invasive alien species 
• Impacts of climate change 
• Conservation priorities (protected 

areas, threatened species) 
• Agriculture and food security (e.g. 

crop wild relatives) 
• Human health (e.g. disease vectors) 
• Understanding of biodiversity 

patterns (biogeography, macro-
ecology, phylogenetics) 



DISTRIBUTION OF DATA 

www.gbif.org/occurrence  

http://www.gbif.org/occurrence


DISTRIBUTION OF DATA 

www.gbif.org/occurrence  

http://www.gbif.org/occurrence


‘REPATRIATION’ OF DATA 

www.gbif.org/occurrence  

http://www.gbif.org/occurrence


UNLOCKING THE PAST 



UNLOCKING THE PRESENT AND FUTURE 



http://www.tdwg.org/ 

• Preserve primary biodiversity data 

from EIAs in standard digital formats 

that enable them to be shared and re-

used in future.  

• Adding such data to publicly 

accessible datasets will benefit 

biodiversity science, conservation 

and future decisions based on EIA. 

• Benefits to NBSAPs  

PROJECT AIM 

Preserve data in standard format, share openly,  re-use to 

benefit biodiversity science, conservation and future decisions 



http://www.gbif.org/resource/81005; http://www.gbif.org/resource/80682   

Project builds on previous work to 

demonstrate to EIA consultants, 

regulators and private sector clients 

how publishing EIA-derived datasets 

through open digital platforms such as 

www.gbif.org can add greatly to their 

value by unlocking information for 

wider application in research and 

decision making. 

BACKGROUND 

Past GBIF & IAIA partnership on improving best practice for 

publishing primary biodiversity data 

 

http://www.gbif.org/resource/81005
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http://45.55.144.195/  

1. Workshop to demonstrate tools and best 

practices in biodiversity data publication 

2. Pilot data repository to provide a platform 

for consultants, regulators and clients 

3. Updated Best Practice Guide with a step-

by-step explanation of the process of data 

publication and use 

4. Distance-learning platform enabling self 

training in biodiversity data publication and 

use 

PROJECT FOCUS 

Promote data sharing among EIA stakeholders in GCC / 
West Asia  

http://45.55.144.195/
http://45.55.144.195/


FUNDING AND PARTNERSHIP 

Seed funding from AGEDI under the Eye on Earth Initiative 

supporting a partnership led by GBIF 



THANK YOU              شكرا 

 

GBIF.ORG 
 

http://www.gbif.org/

