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European Bee-Eater Merops apiaster observed in Karakiran, Turkey by ahmet_basoglan. Photo via iNaturalist (CC BY-NC 
4.0)

https://www.gbif.org/occurrence/2634486516
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


BUSINESS AND BIODIVERSITY DATA

• Business uses biodiversity data to mitigate 
the impacts of their operations through 
environmental and social impact 
assessments

• Companies want to build their social licence 
to operate and demonstrate their 
commitment to international development 
goals

• Data sharing represents a low cost 
opportunity with high impact potential

Photo from flickr by Max Phillips (Jeremy Buckingham MLC) CC BY 2.0



DATA FROM BUSINESS AND GBIF

• 27 private sector companies are publishing 
data through GBIF have published 1,419,240 
records in GBIF

• Private companies are willing to share data 
when there is pro-active engagement

• Other engagement activities in past 
• Eye on Earth 
• International Association for Impact 

Assessments

Company Activity sector Country Datasets Occurrence 
records

Aïgos SAS Consulting Colombia 3 2,404

Anadarko Colombia Company Energy Colombia 3 282

Arctic Research and Consulting DA Consulting Norway 1 8,914

Asplan Viak AS Engineering Norway 14 3,779
Biofokus Consulting Norway 1 508,993

Biolog J.B. Jordal AS Consulting Norway 1 177,814

Celsia Energy Colombia 1 35

Chevron Australia Energy Australia 1 2,048

Ecofact Consulting Norway 1 11,273

EDP - Energias de Portugal Energy Portugal 73 601,636

Faun Naturforvaltning AS Consulting Norway 1 3,788
Federación Nacional de Cafeteros Agriculture Colombia 6 26,840
Hatovial SAS Engineering Colombia 1 1,898
INERCO Consulting Colombia 1 1,090
Isagen Energy Colombia 8 19,352
LafargeHolcim Mining Spain 2 35
Moam SAS Consulting Colombia 1 1,781
Multiconsult Consulting Norway 1 308

Naturrestaurering AS Consulting Norway 2 515

NNI Consulting Norway 2 3,116

Oleoducto Bicentenario Energy Colombia 3 2,074

Rådgivende Biologer Consulting Norway 5 15,214

Stratos Consulting Colombia 1 849
SUEZ Energy Spain 1 56,847
SWECO Norge AS Engineering Norway 1 1,139
Terrasos Consulting Colombia 4 9,781
Total Energy France 1 324

https://www.gbif.org/publisher/eea64f26-8fd5-49fb-be7e-a1d4cfc051ee
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/b5904aaf-02c7-4ff3-85a6-0f528dbb632e
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/f2429cd1-4d45-475c-852a-892024cb4aba
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/612c9b58-e739-4af4-a038-4b3901fa5649
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/b2c1126d-e3b4-4619-9f94-b236dcc0a947
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/a41046bd-eaca-49bf-919b-419062ffc2a2
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/f5db868f-e5bf-4208-bd9d-d4063ae1c825
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/d49251f5-379f-43b4-b747-9d8240334fa5
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/fac91b96-c087-460f-ab01-b808f341c2f5
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/e5150835-f502-424c-b470-24dd496b1b18
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/d98d7029-8cb7-44c2-88af-52988adc3a62
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/fe602f47-b553-4291-b6e5-197b9837e167
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/90d2e455-c279-4bf1-ba87-806495641e18
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/67c63221-0c74-4c18-97f9-e2b2acb739ce
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/04ce62dd-30ec-4d98-8b30-b09cafc3ac38
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/2d7ea901-0128-4a7a-8207-425020c1fd99
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/9a21807b-b9c5-4071-b393-764f3cd58abc
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/359ba517-ca03-46dd-9583-d2be73085c2f
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/99c6eaae-f15b-4656-a600-d0c50044962e
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/a1648ebf-7363-4c27-beb0-23271087220f
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/c3da1f49-b2c8-4751-b72f-28855546ec4c
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/80e15a76-70e8-417d-9111-b2e9e0dd8f18
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/2c542862-b9dd-40fc-8260-fb434997efa7
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/ca11748e-a30a-4252-930f-bdb017e942c5
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/c4444b2c-6b07-40c2-8474-6556a195cd40
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/f5db868f-e5bf-4208-bd9d-d4063ae1c825
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/728e3362-3063-4a43-a6cf-71d61b50025b


SHIFT TOWARDS PUBLICATION 
THROUGH GBIF

Move towards making biodiversity data openly 
and freely available
• New legislation e.g. Western Australia
"I welcome agreement to progress digital environmental impact assessment. 
Ensuring WA and the country has efficient and effective environmental 
regulation systems is vital to protect our environment for future generations 
and providing certainty to industry.”

- Hon Stephen Daws on MLC, Minis ter for Environment; Dis ability Services ; 
Electoral Affairs  – Government of Wes tern Aus tra lia

• Open data  organis a tional policies

Media statement: https:/ /www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2019/11/Calls-for-Federal-action-on-critical-environmental-issues.aspx
https:/ /wabsi.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Digitally-Transforming-Environmental-Assessment_Working-Group-Report.pdf

https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2019/11/Calls-for-Federal-action-on-critical-environmental-issues.aspx
https://wabsi.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Digitally-Transforming-Environmental-Assessment_Working-Group-Report.pdf


SHIFT TOWARDS PUBLICATION 
THROUGH GBIF

Financial institutions are also demanding 
transparency and open data in the projects they 
finance
- Equator Principles

Media statement: https:/ /www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2019/11/Calls-for-Federal-action-on-critical-environmental-issues.aspx

“The EPFI will encourage the client to share commercially 
non-sensitive Project-specific biodiversity data with the 
Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF) and 
relevant national and global data repositories, using 
formats and conditions to enable such data to be 
accessed and re-used in future decisions and research 
applications.”

Regions

No. of projects 
with 

environmental 
impact 

assessments

% of all GBIF-
mediated data 

generated by AFD 
financing

% of non-bird,
GBIF-mediated 

data generated by 
AFD financing

Southern Africa 8 0,07 2
East Africa 25 1,17 23,8
North Africa 21 5,04 157,2
West and Central Africa 74 12,15 23,4
Total for Africa 128 0,85 15,5

Central America (only 
Mexico)

2 0,03 0,3

South America 15 0,07 1,4
The Antilles 2 1,17 21,5
Total for Latin America 
and the Caribbean

19 0,07 1,16

Central Asia (only 
Uzbekistan)

1 4,87 60

East Asia (only China) 13 1,91 60,7
West Asia 19 2,26 127,9
South Asia 18 0,12 20,4
South-east Asia 12 1,39 36
Total for Asia 63 0,37 39,4

• Development Banks – Data4Nature



NEXT STEPS

• Consolidating existing guidance and expertise
• OpenPSD Project 
• IAIA-GBIF
• Equator Principles

• Capacity building for data publishing
• Training materials
• Helpdesk services

• Continued promotion of biodiversity data sharing 
by business

• Supporting campaigns such as Data4Nature
• Engaging in sustainable business fora
• Developing the GBIF business case
• Engaging with sectoral associations and bodies

https://www.gbif.org/project/2Zik1tfJoh3C92ZslvhDIr/openpsd-promoting-publication-and-use-of-private-sector-data-on-biodiversity


THANK YOU

www.gbif.org

Andrew Rodrigues

Programme Office for Participation and Engagement

arodrigues@gbif.org
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