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GBIF ORIGINS

1999: recommendation of Biodiversity Informatics Subgroup of OECD Megascience
Forum 

“An international mechanism is needed to make biodiversity 
data and information accessible worldwide”

2001: GBIF Memorandum of Understanding opened for signature

2003: Secretariat established in Copenhagen under country host agreement with 
Denmark

2004, 2008, 2012: MoU renewed, last version NOT time limited



https://www.gbif.org/

https://www.gbif.org/


CURRENT NETWORK

https://www.gbif.org/the-gbif-network

https://www.gbif.org/the-gbif-network


‘Other’ associate
participants:

- ASEAN Centre for 
Biodiversity

- Chinese Academy of 
Scientists

- Chinese Taipei (TaiBIF)
- ICIMOD

Observer countries:

- India
- Indonesia
- Pakistan
- Philippines

Additional data publishers
from:

- Cambodia
- Nepal
- Thailand



GBIF DATA PUBLISHERS

https://www.gbif.org/publisher/search?q= 

https://www.gbif.org/publisher/search?q


DATA DENSITY IN GBIF.ORG

Over 1.3 billion records on where species have lived, and when they lived there



SOME SOURCES OF DATA IN GBIF.ORG

Monitoring, surveys

Specimens in natural 
history collections

Citizens’ observations

Data extracted from 
literature



DATA PUBLISHED THROUGH GBIF.ORG

www.gbif.org/analytics/global

http://www.gbif.org/analytics/global


GBIF.ORG WEB 

TRAFFIC 
8 JULY 2018– 7 JULY 2019



Country Downloads 2018 rank

1 United States 3,052 1

2 Mexico 2,694 2

3 China 1,501 5

4 United Kingdom 1,456 8

5 Spain 1,413 9

6 Colombia 1,400 6

7 Brazil 1,217 3

8 Chile 1,151 10

9 Belgium 696 18

10 Germany 444 7

DATA DOWNLOAD REQUESTS BY COUNTRY, 2019



Peer-reviewed publications using GBIF-mediated data
28  February 2019
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https://www.gbif.org/science-review
https://www.gbif.org/resource/search?contentType=dataUse

Invasive alien species

Climate change

Species conservation and protected areas

Biodiversity and human health

Food, farming and biofuels

Advancing biodiversity science

https://www.gbif.org/science-review
https://www.gbif.org/resource/search?contentType=dataUse


DATA USE EXAMPLE: CLIMATE CHANGE

https://doi.org/10.1126/science.aar3646

https://doi.org/10.1126/science.aar3646


DATA USE EXAMPLE: CONSERVATION PRIORITIES

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41559-018-0709-x

Used more than 200 million records of 
plants, animals and fungi from 
GBIF.org to present ‘compelling
evidence’ that ecoregions delineate
terrestrial biodiversity patterns, 
guiding conservation priorities to 
secure Earth’s life support systems

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41559-018-0709-x


INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES DATA – NATIONAL LISTS

https://www.gbif.org/dataset/search?publishing_org=cdef28b1-db4e-4c58-aa71-3c5238c2d0b5

https://www.gbif.org/dataset/search?publishing_org=cdef28b1-db4e-4c58-aa71-3c5238c2d0b5


INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES DATA

https://www.gbif.org/species/2925303

https://www.gbif.org/species/2925303


INCORPORATING EVIDENCE FROM DNA SEQUENCING



BIODIVERSITY INFORMATION FUND FOR ASIA (BIFA)

https://gbif.org/bifa

- Supplementary funding from Ministry of Environment, Govt of Japan

- Objective to support biodiversity data mobilization and use in Asia

- 4 calls for proposals since 2016 

https://gbif.org/bifa


BIODIVERSITY INFORMATION FUND FOR ASIA (BIFA)

https://gbif.org/bifa

BIFA 3 projects

https://gbif.org/bifa


BIODIVERSITY INFORMATION FUND FOR ASIA (BIFA)

https://gbif.org/bifa

https://gbif.org/bifa


BIODIVERSITY INFORMATION FUND FOR ASIA (BIFA)

BIFA 4 project call: 
• 38 in-scope concept 

notes from 16 Asian 
countries/areas

• 17 invited to submit 
full proposals, 17 
submitted, 9 selected 

• 5th round of BIFA 
confirmed by MoE-J



THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

thirsch@gbif.org

mailto:thirsch@gbif.org

