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The AGEDI Story

A Access to sound environmental data and information is essential
to achieving sustainabléevelopmentc a lackof access in

developing countries has challenged polmgkers to make vital
decisions without the right data

A In February 2002, the UAE was listed as 141 out of 142 countries
In Environmental Sustainability Index (ESI), produced by the
World Economic Forum

A Thispositionshedlight on gaps in the approach and criteria
used to develop the rankings, which were not regiomogation
specific, and AGEDI was formed as a response tq #ns
initiative of Environment Agency Abu Dhabi (EAD) and the
United Nations EnvironmerfRrogrammgUNEP)




AGEDI Today

A With the Arab region as a priority area, based on systemic problems
that exist around the world, AGEfacilitates accesw® quality
environmental data that equips poliapakers with actionable, timely
iInformation to inform and guide critical decisions towards a
sustainableuture

A In fulfilling this mandate, AGEDI:
A Enablesnformed decisiormaking in the region
A Serves as a resource and acts as a caphuitgler at the local,
national, regional and international level
A Encourages partners and stakeholders to leverage its
considerable access and reach to a valuable knowledge
network
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mitigated by first developing an integrated and expanding pool of environmental data to facilitate
Informed decisioAmaking.

A Climate Chang®rogramme
A 3 subprojects completed thus far
A 2015conclusion fo3 additional subprojects: DesalinatetlVater Supply, Coastal Vulnerability
Index, andlransboundargroundwater

Coastal ecosystems act as carbon reservoirs and are being destroyed at an alarming rate;
iInvestigating the full potential of such ecosystems helps guide decismakers towards championing
their conservation.

A Phase Il of Blue Carbon Projdnitiated, expanding the science to the national level, and extending
the understanding and valuation aspects of coastal blue carbon ecosystem services

An active network of thought and action leaders from global environmental information networking
movements fosters a shared commitment to more informed decision making for sustainable
development.

A FirstEoE Alliance Summii 2015, facilitated by AGEDI




Supporting Partner Activity

Projects | Facilitation | Contribution

A Convention on Biological Diversity's Ecologically or Biologically Significant
Marine Areas (EBSASs

A Wwindand Solar Energy Atkalglasdarinstitute
A EWSWWR UAE Ecological Footprint Initiative

A Global Footprint Network Letter of Agreement and associated GFN services to
the UAE

A Blue Forests ProjeetGlobal Environment Facility
A National Geographig Great NatureProject
A Core Secretariat Member Arab Region Data Working LAS

A Core Secretariat member Eye on Earth Alliance

A GFN Standards Committee member Global Footprint Network




Partnerships

Local | Regionall International

EWSWWF | ADSIC Masdarinstitute
Ministry of Environment & Water

Ministry of Foreign AffairsDirectorate of Energy & Climate Change

UNEP Regional Office of Wéstia

League of Arab States | CAMRE CHDARE
UNEP | Global Footprint Network | European Envirodgenty
World Bank | Global Environment Faclility JGEF

National Geographic | UNRBPrid Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC

Group of Earth Observations (GEO) | World Resource Institute (WRI)




