
Use stickers as 
temporary stencils 
to control exactly 
where color lands—
sharper lines, cleaner 
negative space, more 
intentional design.

Sticker Stencils

BEFORE YOU START

Nail Lacquer: applied and dry to the touch—not top coated. GelColor: applied, cured, 
and tacky layer removed with a lint-free wipe and N.A.S. 99—not top coated.

THE RULES 
•	 Fully cured, dry surface 
•	 Edges completely flat
•	 Thin, controlled color
•	 Remove at the right moment

THE FLEX 
Stripe width, spacing, color, and 
direction are all up to you. The rules 
keep lines clean and the reveal sharp.

OPI TIP 
Clean edges come from pressure 
and restraint. Heavy application and 
unsealed stencils are the two fastest 
ways to lose precision.

Position sticker with tweezers. Press 
every edge completely flat. Any lifted 
edge lets product bleed under.
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Float, tap, or lightly brush color over 
the stencil. Don't flood. Excess product 
bleeds and softens line definition.
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With gel, remove stencil before curing. 
With lacquer, remove while slightly wet  
(pull slowly at an angle). Too dry = tearing.  
Too wet = smearing. Fully cured = stuck.
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Top coat to seal and smooth the 
design. Sealing locks in precision  
and improves wear.
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