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What is the See It 
Be It Programme? 

See It Be It is the definitive career accelerator 
for women and non-binary creative leaders.

Launched in 2014, and application-only, See It Be It brings up to 20 
creatives from around the world together over an intense four-day 
programme at Cannes Lions. The programme includes mentorship 
opportunities and private masterclasses with industry leaders, as well as 
backstage access and session invitations tailored to each participant’s career 
goals. Since launch, we’ve accelerated over 150 women and non-binary 
people from 35 countries. 
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What does the 
programme 
include? 

Who can apply?

How do you 
select who gets 
to be on the 
programme? 

If you’re selected for See It Be It, you’ll 
get a fully funded trip to Cannes Lions, 
including accommodation and travel. 
You’ll also get a VIP Cannes Lions 
Festival Pass, so you can access every 
stage and session. This is in addition to 
what’s outlined i.e. mentorship 
opportunities, private masterclasses 
and a fully bespoke programme just 
for you.

We invite all women as well as all non-
binary people to apply. For the 
avoidance of doubt, this includes both 
cis and trans women. You need to work 
in a mid- to senior position in 
advertising, marketing, filmmaking, 
innovation, editorial, design, PR or any 
other related disciplines. We don’t 
have an age limit for See It Be It. If you 
think you’d benefit from the 
programme, we welcome your 
application. 

Every year, we receive over 1000 
applications for See It Be It – and we 
judge every application on its own 
merits through a rigorous three-stage 
process.

After creating a world-class shortlist 
via our SIBI alumni jury, we then 
invite the shortlisted applicants to a 
telephone interview with the LIONS 
See It Be It team. Our final decision 
is based on the outcome of these 
interviews, as well as the original 
application. 

 

We’ve outlined the capabilities that 
are essential for getting the most 
out of this programme. During the 
application process, we’ll judge your 
initial application answers and 
telephone interview on these five 
capabilities: 
 


Creativity You produce 
innovative work that stands out, 
and you bring fresh ideas and 
perspectives to your projects. 

Strategic Thinking You think 
about the wider goals of the 
business and your career when 
working. 

Leadership You have leadership 
qualities and are able to create 
an environment where others 
feel inspired to follow. 

Community focused You build 
strong relationships creating a 
sense of belonging and support 
within your community. 

Resilience & Adaptability You 
overcome challenges both 
personal and professional. You 
can adjust to new trends, 
technologies, and market 
conditions. 

3



Application 
Form 

Mandatory 
Questions

Prepare to apply for See It Be It by 
taking a look at the questions that’ll be 
asked on the 

application form below. 

 

We encourage all applicants to 
anonymise your submissions as much 
as possible, without it impacting the 
stories, journeys or accomplishments 
you’d like to share with us. This is to 
avoid any potential biases from juries if 
you have campaigns/brands/agencies 
in common. 


This could include omitting the names 
of specific brands, agencies or industry 
figures, and avoiding mentioning 
specific campaigns by name.  


Tip: To get the best out of your 
application, make sure to add cultural 
context in your answers so that the 
jury has as much detail as possible. 

How will being a part of See It Be 
It 2026 aid your career? (250 
words) 

How has creativity shaped your 
journey? (250 words) 

In a video, tell us about a piece of 
work you’re most proud of 
producing and why (1 minute 30 
seconds or less).

Describe a way you would 
extend the knowledge from See 
It Be It to others in your 
community and what topic do 
you think would resonate most 
with your region? (250 words) 

What type of leader do you want 
to be and why? (250 Words) 

What is the biggest challenge 
women and/or non-binary 
people face in the industry? 
How do you manage this 
challenge? (250 Words) 

We’d love to get a glimpse into 
your creative thinking. This could 
be through your portfolio, a 
personal project, or anything 
else that showcases who you are 
as a creative and your passion 
for the industry. 
This question space is for you. 
You can drop a link to your 
portfolio or website, tell us about 
a separate passion project, or a 
story about your creative 
journey you'd like to share.



Additional Information

If you could learn one thing 
during your time at See It Be It, 
what would it be? 

Who is your dream industry 
mentor? 

Have you ever attended a See It 
Be It event? (SIBI Connect, SIBI 
Digest, or a SIBI Regional) 
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