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400 active alumni 
companies

$1.8B+ investment 
raised and $5B+ in 
corporate value

6,000+ jobs created, 
and 1,000+ co-op 
placements

Currently serving 
150+ companies 
across Ontario

Driven to Thrive

At the AC, we exist to help ambitious dreamers impact global 

change through their businesses. We’re a hub for action that 

provides an extensive selection of customizable opportunities —

allowing you to rapidly bring your innovation to life and connect 

with our thriving communities.

Among the World's Top 5 Private Business Accelerators Since 2017
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Alumni

We've worked with 
over 1,000 startups 
across all technology 
sectors to help them 
grow and scale 
quickly.

Our alumni represent 
some of the biggest 
names in Canadian 
tech.
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A Snapshot of our 
Community

150-200 companies 

supported each year 

50% focused on 

commercializing solutions 

aligned with the UN’s 

sustainable development 

goals

47% of our companies 

are women-led

Focus on pre-seed and 

seed stage companies
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Events at the AC

The AC is a thriving community hub for globally minded 

entrepreneurs. 

We host regular learning, networking, and community events for 

our current clients, alumni and members of the general 

community with the aim of connecting founders to:

• Prospective customers

• Potential investors

• New service providers

• Other, like-minded founders and members of the Waterloo 

innovation ecostyem
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High Impact 
Engagement 
Opportunities 
Last year, AC events reached over 1800 community 

members through 28 high impact community events.

“The quality of startups and the vibrancy of the 
entrepreneurial community at Accelerator Center 
reflect a commitment to excellence and innovation.” -
RBCx

“It has been wonderful working with the team at the 
Accelerator Centre as they are excited to bring more 
tools & learning sessions to the table… As a Partner 
to the Accelerator Centre, we have been introduced 
to numerous start-ups, all at various stages of their 
journey. ” - Flow (A Deloitte Company)

Sponsor Testimonials



2025-2026 
AC Event Sponsorship 
Opportunities 



Network and learn with our thriving 
founder community during these

in- person breakfast events at AC
HQ in Waterloo

In-person, 6 times a year

Approximately 60 attendees per 
session

Open to current AC founders, 
alumni, and the general public

Innovate and 
Caffeinate 



Building Resilient Founder Mindset
(July 2025)

Cofounder Chemistry: How to Build (and Test) a Founding Team 
That Lasts
(October 2025)

Founder ADHD: Productivity Tools, Mindset Hacks, and How to 
Stop the Spiral
(December 2025) 

Navigating the Early Start Legal Landscape 
(February 2026)

B2B vs. B2C: Choosing the Right Business Model for Your Start up 
(March 2026)

*Subject to change

Interactive Sessions* 



Innovate and Caffeinate 2025-2026 Sponsorship
Opportunities

Series Title Sponsor

$15,000
for 6 sessions

Session Sponsor

$3,500
per session

Catering Sponsor

$1,500
per session

Summary Support a year’s worth of sessions as our title
sponsor. Demonstrate your commitment to 
supporting founders and build deep connection
with the AC community.

Collaborate with us on a session,
demonstrate your expertise and
thought leadership, build deep
connections with relevant members of
our community.

Show your support and build
connections and brand awareness by
providing catering for panel events.

Speaking Opportunities Opportunity to give opening remarks at each event 
and opportunity to moderate or sit on (1) one a 
panel of your choice.

Opportunity to moderate or sit on the
panel

X

Sponsor Recognition • Verbal recognition during opening remarks
• Logo inclusion in the online registration page
• Social media mentions during event promotion
• Onsite signage during event
• Opportunity to have swag and promotional 

material at the event.

• Verbal recognition during opening 
remarks

• Logo inclusion in the online registration 
page

• Social media mentions during event 
promotion 

• Onsite signage during event
• Opportunity to have swag and 

promotional material at the event

• Verbal recognition during opening
remarks

• Onsite signage

• Opportunity to have swag and
promotional material at the event

Connections Access to registration list and contact 
information for each session 

Access to registration list and
contact information

X

Tickets Tickets for your team to each event Tickets for your team to each event Tickets for your team to each event



Support a diverse and inclusive 
startup community through these in-
depth panel events hosted in 
partnership with Catalyst Commons 

Hybrid, 4 times a year 

Approximately 150 attendees per 
session

All are welcome. Open to current AC 
founders, alumni, and the general 
public

She Talks Tech



Women Who Built & Scaled 
(July 2025)

Mastering your Personal Brand: Building Influence, 
Credibility & Opportunity 
(October 2025)

Funding the Future: Women Founder & The VC Gap 
(January 2026) 

The Neurodiverse Advantage: Women Founders 
who Think Differently 
(April 2026)

* Subject to Change

A Year of Inspiring Topics*
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She Talks Tech Series 2024 Sponsorship Opportunities

Series Title Sponsor
$18,000
for 4 sessions

Session Sponsor
$5,000 
per session

Headshot Sponsor
$2,500
per session

Catering 
Sponsor

$1,500
per session

Summary Support a year’s worth of sessions as our title 
sponsor. Demonstrate your commitment to 
supporting women in tech and build deep 
connection with the AC community.

Collaborate with us on a session, 
demonstrate your expertise and thought 
leadership, build deep connections with 
relevant members of our community.

Bring confidence and personal 
branding to the attendees of 
the event by hosting a contest 
for 5 attendees to win their 
headshots with our highly 
talented photographer. 
Includes access to the 
professional event photos.

Show your support and 
build connections and 
brand awareness by 
providing catering for 
panel events.

Speaking
Opportuniti
es

Opportunity to give opening remarks at 4 (four) 
events and the opportunity to moderate or sit on 
(1) one panel

Opportunity to moderate or sit on (1) one 
panel

Opportunity to give closing 
remarks to announce the 
contest winners

X

Sponsor 
Recognition

• Verbal recognition during opening remarks
• Logo inclusion in the online registration page
• Social media mentions during event 

promotion
• Onsite signage during event
• Opportunity to have swag and promotional 

material at the event.

• Verbal recognition during opening 
remarks

• Logo inclusion in the online 
registration page

• Social media mentions during event 
promotion 

• Onsite signage during event
• Opportunity to have swag and 

promotional material at the event

• Verbal recognition during 
opening remarks 

• Social media mentions 
during event promotion.

• Onsite signage during event

• Verbal recognition 
during opening 
remarks

• Onsite signage during 
event

• Branded napkins

Connections Access to registration list and contact information 
for each event

Access to registration list and contact 
information

Access to contact information 
from contest entries

X

Tickets Tickets for your team to each event Tickets for your team to each event Tickets for your team to each
event

Tickets for your team to 
each event

She Talks Tech Series 2025-2026 Sponsorship 
Opportunities



A welcoming event where 
entrepreneurs, investors, and the 
community can explore the 
Accelerator Centre’s space, meet the 
team, and learn about the programs 
and resources available for startups. 
It’s a great opportunity to connect and 
discover how AC supports innovation.

In-person, twice times a year. 

All are welcome. Open to current AC 
founders, alumni, and the general 
public.

AC Open House



Meet the Mentors: Your Startup’s Growth Starts 
Here
(June 2025)

Failure is a part of the Journey
(November 2025)

*Subject to Change

Your Invitation to 
Innovation



AC Open House Sponsorship Opportunities
Title Sponsor

$5,000
1 Available 

Networking Sponsor
$3,000

Catering Sponsor
$1,500

Community Sponsor
$500

Summary Demonstrate your commitment to the 
entrepreneurial ecosystem and support our 

AC Open House.

Help founders connect 
and build their network by 

sponsoring 1,600 square 
foot networking area 

space during the event.

Feed the masses by 
providing either breakfast, 

lunch, or coffee and snacks 
throughout the day.

Make your support known 
and join the networking 

portion of the event.

Sponsor
Recognition

• Logo inclusion on marketing materials

• Onsite signage at the registration desk

• Social media mentions during event
promotion

• Opportunity to speak at the opening 

remarks and during the lunch break

• Ability to have a representative in up to 4 

pitch coaching rooms

• A table set up in our networking area to 

showcase your team and commitment to 

the startup ecosystem. 

• Registration details from the event

• Branded signage in the 
networking area

• Social media mentions
during event promotion

• A table set up in our 

networking area to 
showcase your team and 

commitment to the 
startup ecosystem. 

• Registration details from 

the event

• Onsite signage in the 
networking area

• Branded napkins to 
accompany catering

• Opportunity to have

additional swag and
promotional material

onsite

• A table set up in our 
networking area to 

showcase your team 
and commitment to 

the startup ecosystem. 



A hands-on session designed for 
startup founders to gain insights from 
industry experts, refine their 
strategies, and tackle challenges with 
actionable advice. These workshops 
provide mentorship and networking 
opportunities to accelerate business 
growth.

In-person, 4 times a year. 

Expert Founder 
Workshop



Building Product Development Roadmaps
(June 2025)

Setting up for success for Black Friday / Cyber 
Monday
(September 2025)

Startup Runway: Live Website Audits with the 

Experts
(November 2025)

Building winning Pitch: How to sell your vision
(March 2026)

*Subject to Change

Expert-led, Founder-focused



Expert Founder Workshop Sponsorship Opportunities
Title Sponsor

$5,000
1 Available – per workshop

Knowledge Sponsor
$1,500

Catering Sponsor
$1,500

Community Sponsor
$500

Summary Demonstrate your commitment to 
the entrepreneurial ecosystem and support

our Community Pitch Coaching Open House.

Align your brand with a 
specific workshop by 

sponsoring key content 
elements and gain the 

opportunity to 

contribute during the event.

Feed the masses by 
providing either breakfast, 

lunch, or coffee and snacks 
throughout the day.

Make your support known 
and join the networking 

portion of the event.

Sponsor
Recognition

• Logo inclusion on marketing materials

• Onsite signage at the registration desk

• Social media mentions during event
promotion

• Opportunity to speak at the opening 

remarks and participate in workshop 
leadership 

• Dedicated booth/table space for direct 
engagement, to showcase your team and 

commitment to the startup ecosystem. 

• Registration details from the event

• Branded signage in the 
networking area

• Social media mentions
during event promotion

• Opportunity to 

participate in workshop 
leadership

• A table set up in our 
networking area to 

showcase your team and 

commitment to the 
startup ecosystem. 

• Registration details from 
the event

• Onsite signage in the 
networking area

• Branded napkins to 
accompany catering

• Registration details from 

the event

• Onsite signage

• Registration details 

from the event



A networking and collaboration-driven gathering 
where founders, mentors, leaders, and professionals 
come together to share ideas, and build meaningful 
connections to expand and enhance the regional 
innovation hub.

Coworking Community 
Event



Coworking Community Event Sponsorship
Opportunities

Title Sponsor
$3,500

1 Available – per workshop

Networking Sponsor
$2,500

Catering Sponsor
$1,500

Community Sponsor
$500

Summary Gain maximum exposure with exclusive 
branding, a welcome address, and logo 

placement across all event materials. This 
sponsorship includes a dedicated space for 

showcasing your brand and direct engagement 

with attendees.

Position your company as the 
driving force behind 

meaningful connections. Your 
brand will be featured as the 

sponsor of the networking 

portion of the event. 

Feed the masses by 
providing either breakfast, 

lunch, or coffee and snacks 
throughout the day.

Make your support known 
and join the networking 

portion of the event

Sponsor
Recognition

• Logo inclusion on marketing materials

• Onsite signage at the registration desk

• Social media mentions during event
promotion

• Opportunity to speak at the opening 

remarks and participate in workshop 
leadership 

• Dedicated booth/table space for direct 
engagement, to showcase your team and 

commitment to the startup ecosystem. 

• Registration details from the event

• Branded signage in the 
networking area

• Social media mentions
during event promotion

• A table set up in our 

networking area to 
showcase your team and 

commitment to the 
startup ecosystem. 

• Registration details from 

the event

• Onsite signage in the 
networking area

• Branded napkins to 
accompany catering

• Registration details from 

the event

• Onsite signage

• Registration details 

from the event



AC:Studio Innovation 
Showcase
Our Largest Annual Event

To celebrate the success of AC:Studio, we host 
an annual AC:Studio Innovation Showcase and 
pitch event, with the aim to: 

• Welcome the entire Ontario innovation 
ecosystem to learn more about these 
incredible companies, build relationships, 
and connect

• Create growth opportunities for founders 
with access to new customers and investors



AC:Studio Innovation Showcase Sponsorship
Opportunities

Title Sponsor
$25,000

Cash Prize Sponsor
$10,000

Pre-Event Mixer 
Sponsor
$5,000
SOLD

Showcase Floor Sponsor
$3,000

Catering Sponsor
$1,500

Community Sponsor
$500

Summary Demonstrate your
commitment to 
the entrepreneurial
ecosystem and support our
showcase event at the
highest level and build in
person connections with
AC:Studio companies.

Contribute to the event by 
providing the winner of the 
pitch competition with a 
10,000 cash prize as part of 
our prize package. 

Help founders and 
investors connect by 
sponsoring our 
invite only founder 
and investor 
networking lunch.

Drive networking 
opportunities and 
build relationships 
with founders by 
sponsoring our 
showcase floor.

Feed the masses
and collaborate with
our team to plan a
crowd-pleasing
menu.

Support our annual
showcase event
and build in person
connections with
AC:Studio
companies.

Sponsor
Recognition

• Onsite signage

• Opportunity to have
additional swag and
promotional material onsite

• A booth on the showcase floor

• Registration details from the 
event

• Logo inclusion on online 
registration page

• Social media mentions
during event promotion

• Co-branded swag produced
by the AC team and the
opportunity to have
additional swag and
promotional material onsite

• Onsite signage

• Opportunity to have
additional swag and
promotional material onsite

• A booth on the showcase 
floor

• Registration details from the 
event

• Logo inclusion on online 
registration page

• Social media mentions
during event promotion

• Opportunity to speak as a 
member of your team  
presents a co-branded 
Investor’s Choice

• Onsite signage

• Opportunity to have
additional swag and
promotional material
onsite

• A booth on the 
showcase floor

• Registration details 
from the event

• Logo inclusion on
online registration 
page

• Social media
mentions during
event promotion

• Opportunity to speak 
at the Pre-Event 
Mixer

• Onsite signage

• Opportunity to have
additional swag and
promotional material
onsite

• A booth on the 
showcase floor

• Registration details from 
the event

• Invitation to the Pre-
Event Mixer

• Onsite signage

• Branded napkins 
to accompany 
catering

• Opportunity to
have additional
swag and
promotional
material onsite

• Invitation to the 
Pre-Event Mixer

• Onsite signage

• Invitation to the 
Pre-Event Mixer

Booth space 
at the event

Yes Yes Yes Yes No No



In partnership with Communitech, Velocity, 
MIX, Waterloo Inc, and Catalyst Commons, 
we’re bringing together the whole 
ecosystem for an evening of networking 
designed specifically for founders.

Tech Connect 
Mixer



Tech Connect Mixer Sponsorship Opportunities
Multi Event Sponsor

$8,000
Includes 2 events

Session Sponsor

$5,000
per event

Catering 
Sponsor

$3,500
per event

Headshot Sponsor
$2,000
per event

Summary Showcase your brand and demonstrate your 
commitment to the entrepreneurial ecosystem
in Waterloo and build in person connections
with our founder community— past and 
present, at multiple events throughout the 
year. 

Support the Waterloo entrepreneur 
ecosystem and build in person
connections with the founder
community— past and present.

Feed the masses and
collaborate with our team to 
plan a crowd-pleasing
menu.

Bring confidence and self 
love to the attendees of the 
event by hosting a contest 
for 5 attendees to win their 
headshots with our highly 
talented photographer. 
Includes access to the 
professional event photos.

Sponsor Recognition • Recognition on the online 
registration page

• Social media mentions during event
promotion, onsite signage

• Co-branded swag produced by the AC
team and the opportunity to have
additional swag and promotional material
included in the event giveaway bag

• Onsite signage,

• Contact details from the online 
registration list

• Recognition on the AC’s 
social platforms

• Recognition on the online 
registration page

• Onsite signage,

• Opportunity to have additional
swag and promotional
material onsite and/or
included in the event giveaway 
bag

• Contact details from the 
online registration list

• Onsite signage

• Recognition on the 
online registration 
page

• Opportunity to have
additional swag and
promotional
material onsite 

• Verbal recognition during 
opening remarks, onsite 
signage 

• Social media mentions 
during event promotion.

Tickets Tickets to the event for your team Tickets to the event for your team Tickets to the event for your 
team

Tickets to the event for 
your team



The third Monday of January, also 
known as “Blue Monday” is often 
considered the most depressing 
day of the year. But we’re flipping 
the script!

This exclusive event which will 
bring together the Waterloo tech 
community for a night of music, 
connection, and impact—all while 
raising funds for the Canadian 
Mental Health Association of 
Waterloo Wellington.

AC Annual 
Battle of the 
Bands: Tech 
Edition



AC Annual Battle of the Bands: Tech Edition 
Sponsorship Opportunities

Title Sponsor
$5,000

1 Available

Band Sponsor

$3,000

Trophy
Sponsor
$2,000

Community
Sponsor
$1,000

Summary As the premier sponsor, your 
brand will be front and center, 
aligning with an exciting, high-
energy event that draws a diverse 
audience. This is a unique 
opportunity to elevate your 
visibility while supporting local 
music and the entrepreneurial 
community.

Connect your brand with a 
rising musical act and engage 
with a passionate audience in 
an electrifying atmosphere. This 
sponsorship offers a great way 
to showcase your support for 
emerging talent and create 
lasting brand impressions.

Be part of the most memorable 
moment of the night by 
sponsoring the winner’s trophy, 
celebrating top talent in the 
competition. Your brand will be 
forever linked to the success of the 
event’s champion, leaving a lasting 
impression.

Demonstrate your commitment 
to the local arts and business 
ecosystem by supporting a 
vibrant, community-driven 
event.

Sponsor
Recognition

• Exclusive “Presented by 
[Sponsor Name]” branding on 
all event materials, including 
social media, tickets, and 
signage. 

• Logo placement on stage and in 
all event promotion materials. 

• Social media recognition during 
event promotion. 

• Opportunity to address the 
audience during the event.

• Logo featured on event 
program and on the 
sponsored band’s 
performance slot.

• Social media recognition 
during event promotion. 

• Verbal recognition during the 
sponsored band’s 
introduction. 

• Recognition during the award 
ceremony with an opportunity to 
present the trophy on stage.

• Logo featured in event program 
and on social media.

• Onsite signage,

• opportunity to have
additional swag and
promotional material
included in the event
giveaway bag

Tickets 10 complimentary tickets for 

employees or guests. 

5 complimentary tickets. 2 complimentary tickets. 



Bringing together 15 years of 
startups success stories for a day 
of family fun, networking and 
community building

Summer 2026, estimated 300
community members in 
attendance

A mix of current, early-stage 
startups, alumni, community 
partners, corporate sponsors and 
innovation ecosystem partners

AC Annual 
Community 
BBQ



Annual Community BBQ 2025 Sponsorship
OpportunitiesTitle Sponsor

$10,000
1 Available

Community Sponsor

$5,000

Catering 
Sponsor
$3,500

Family Fun 
Sponsor
$1,500

Summary Demonstrate your commitment 
to the entrepreneurial ecosystem
and support our annual alumni
event at the highest level and
build in person connections with
our founder community— past
and present.

Support our annual alumni
event level and build in person
connections with our founder
community— past and present.

Feed the masses and collaborate
with our team to plan a crowd-
pleasing menu.

Help us bring the fun and make
it memorable by providing
family friendly activities like
lawn games, bouncy castles, and
entertainment.

Sponsor
Recognition

• Logo inclusion on marketing
materials

• social media mentions during
event promotion,

• onsite signage,

• co-branded swag produced
by the AC team

• opportunity to have
additional swag and
promotional material
included in the event
giveaway bag

• Logo inclusion on
marketing material

• Onsite signage

• Opportunity to have
additional swag and
promotional material
included in the event
giveaway bag

• Onsite signage

• Recognition on the 
online registration page

• Opportunity to have
additional swag and
promotional material 
onsite 

• Onsite signage,

• opportunity to have
additional swag and
promotional material
included in the event
giveaway bag

Tickets Tickets to the event for your team Tickets to the event for your 
team

Tickets to the event for your team Tickets to the event for your team



Contact:
Erin Larmondin
Partnership Manager
elarmondin@acceleratorcentre.com
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