The Jubilee Pledge
Press Release from schools for the local media
Local press, radio and online newsletters love a good-news story - and when it’s about celebrating local schools, so much the better!
This press release is designed as an easy-to-use template to let local media know how you're making your Pledge in Jubilee year. A better world needs all of us, and the Jubilee Pledge will be a whole school, long-term commitment to take concrete actions to build a fairer world. It’s a big moment in the life of your school so why not tell the world about it?!
Containing background information on the Jubilee which media might want to know, the A4 template (a press release shouldn’t be any longer) includes paragraphs about a fictitious school called St John’s in Hightown. Quotes from teacher Jane Smith give you ideas about the kind of content to include – just delete her words and add your own story of hope!
Title: St John’s pledges hope in Jubilee Year (or a title that catchily sums up your news!)
1st para – what did you do? Eg:
More than 200 pupils from St John’s in Hightown came together and ... (Describe the scene to create interest – was it colourful, was it noisy, was it celebratory?) to mark its Jubilee Pledge. 
2nd para – why? Eg:
As part of the Catholic Church’s Jubilee Year, Catholic schools are called to make a Jubilee Pledge this summer. With an invitation that came from Pope Francis to be ‘Pilgrims of Hope’, schools are committing to a ‘sign of hope’ - taking action to build a better world, standing with communities experiencing poverty, advancing justice locally, nationally, and globally. 
3rd para – quote from a teacher with a bit more explanation, Eg:
With that in mind, St John’s has made a long-term commitment to... (doing what?) as its Jubilee Pledge. 
“We are delighted that St John’s has pledged to ... and our event last week was just the start of our regular commitment to...,” says teacher Jane Smith. 
“Pope Francis called us to take action together for our brothers and sisters living in poverty around the world, and St John’s is doing just that. Our pupils are excited to be signs of hope in a world that has many challenges right now,” she adds. 
5th and 6th para – some more background and putting Jubilee into a national context, Eg:
A Jubilee year, which happens every 25 years, is a landmark moment in the life of the Catholic church worldwide, a time for renewal and celebration observed for thousands of years. Schools across the country are marking this Jubilee year in creative ways: one school joined the Big Lent Walk and raised money for CAFOD; one school embarked on a pilgrimage walk; another invited pupils to swap uniform for Jubilee colours; other pupils wrote letters of hope to a local homeless shelter; one school got paint brushes out and painted the school windows in Jubilee colours. 

More than 1,000 Jubilee banners have been sent out to schools to hang on their gates, which tells local communities they are celebrating being ‘Pilgrims of Hope, working together to build a better world’.
7th para – another quote from a pupil? Eg:
“We had great fun doing the ....,” says St John’s pupil Laura Jones. “I am glad we have made our Jubilee Pledge so that we can bring hope to schoolchildren, who are just like us, all across the world.”
CAFOD, the Catholic Education Service and the Caritas Social Action Network are supporting school communities to celebrate the Jubilee. 
END






