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Children’s liturgy: Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)
Preparation of the worship space
Colour: green
Props: coloured paper or card, coin-shaped pieces of paper
Song suggestions
Seek ye first the Kingdom of God (820, Laudate)
We hold a treasure, not made of gold (915, Laudate)
Richer than gold is the love of my Lord (803, Laudate)
Welcome
Today Jesus tells us some more about what the Kingdom of heaven looks like. He talks about treasure. Let’s think about what we treasure today.
Opening prayer
God of all, we give you thanks for all that you have given us. Help us to share what we have so all people may have enough. We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen.
First reading: Kings 3:5, 7-12
Psalm: Psalm 118:57, 72, 76-77, 127-130 R v. 97
Gospel acclamation: everyone stands and sings the acclamation together. 
Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52 or shorter form Matthew 13:44-46. The shorter form is in bold below.
“The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man happens to find treasure hidden in a field. He covers it up again and is so happy that he goes and sells everything that he has, and then goes back and buys that field.

“Also the Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man is looking for fine pearls, and when he finds one that is unusually fine, he goes and sells everything he has, and buys that pearl.” 

“Also, the Kingdom of heaven is like this. Some fishermen throw their net out in the lake and catch all kinds of fish. When the net is full, they pull it to shore and sit down to divide the fish: the good ones go into their buckets, the worthless ones are thrown away. It will be like this at the end of the age: the angels will go out and gather up the evil people from among the good and will throw them into the fiery furnace, where they will cry and grind their teeth.

“Do you understand these things?” Jesus asked them.

“Yes,” they answered. 

So he replied, “This means, then, that every teacher of the Law who becomes a disciple in the Kingdom of heaven is like a homeowner who takes new and old things out of his storeroom.”

(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation® and used with permission, see details below*)
Gospel reflection
What do you remember from today’s reading?
Jesus tells some more stories to explain the Kingdom of heaven to us. What does he say it is like? (Like a man looking for fine pearls, like treasure in a field.)
Let’s think a bit more about the first story Jesus tells. He says that the Kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone has found.
How would you feel if you found treasure? What would you do next? 
In Jesus’ story, the person who finds the treasure hides it again, then goes away and sells everything that they own to buy the field that it is in. Why do you think they do this? 
They are so excited by the treasure, and they know it is worth more than everything that they own. It is the best thing they can possibly have – nothing compares to it. 
Jesus is telling us that because the Kingdom of heaven is so valuable and important, we should put it first in our lives. We need to let go of everything that stops us from reaching the Kingdom and use all the gifts that we already have to make sure we get there. We can do this by following Jesus’ example of living with love and forgiveness.
Let’s think a bit more about treasure now. We all have things we treasure in our lives. What treasures do you have? Why are they so special? You might want to talk about something you treasure first, to give the children an example.
Each one of us is a treasure made by God. We are all very special, no matter who we are or where in the world we live. 
God has created the whole world and all the people, animals, plants and other things in it. There are so many treasures in our world for us all to share. Can you think of some treasures in our world that we share? (e.g. water, sun, fresh air, trees, food)
How can we look after the treasures of our world and make sure they are here for all people to enjoy, now and in the future?
We can try not to take more than we need, so that there is enough for everyone, and to care for God’s world and all the people, plants and animals in it. We can try to be kind and loving, to share generously and treat other people as we would wish to be treated.
This week look around you and count all the treasures that God has given us. Try your hardest to do at least one thing to show your care for God’s world and the treasure that is in it. 
What will you do this week to care for and protect the treasure of God’s world and help make sure that it is there for all people to enjoy now and in the future?
Intercessions: You may want to ask the children to offer their own prayers or you can use the suggestions below.
We are all precious treasure in the eyes of God and so we pray together:
We pray for world leaders: that they may help protect God’s world and make sure that all people have what they need to live free from poverty. Lord, in your mercy… 
We pray for our brothers and sisters throughout the world: that we may treasure each other and work together so that all people may have their fair share of the good things God gives us. Lord, in your mercy… 
We pray for our parish, families and friends: that we may care for God’s world and all the treasures in it, so that all people may enjoy them, now and in the future. Lord, in your mercy…  
Closing prayer
Giving God, we thank you for the treasures of creation. Help us not to take more than we need so all your people may live free from poverty. Guide us to seek the treasure of your Kingdom and live our lives in love and peace. Amen.
Activity suggestions
Encourage the children to colour in the accompanying optional illustration and to write or draw in the treasure chest some of their own treasures and also the treasures that God has given us all to share.
Make a treasure chest with the children. Give them coin shapes cut out of paper and encourage them to write or draw on the coins the treasures that God has given us all to share.
Write out the following “Treasure or rubbish” statements. Ask the question of each statement: is this what God wants? If the answer is yes, put the statement into your treasure chest. If no, put it into the recycling bin:
- I am peaceful and happy
- I argue and use angry words
- Plants grow, flowers open and birds sing in the trees
- I turn off the tap when I brush my teeth.
- I catch lots of fish and throw away the left-over ones
- I switch things off when I’ve finished using them
- I think about other people and sharing
- I have a picnic and leave the rubbish for someone else to clean up
- I leave someone out or I am mean to them because of where they come from or what they look like
- I love other people as Jesus loves me
Lay out a large roll of paper on the floor. Invite the children to sit around the paper and to draw the parts of God’s creation that bring them most joy. If you have time, when they have finished drawing, they can move to a different place around the circle. Look at what has been drawn and draw some more things in God’s creation. Repeat several times until the paper is full.
Remind the children to share all that they have heard and thought about in the liturgy today with the people at home and to discuss what they will do this week to care for and protect God’s world. 
Encourage the children to keep an eye out wherever they go and see how many treasures they can spot that God has given us. Remind them to say thank you to God for all the treasures they have counted at the end of each day, and to try to do at least one thing to care for and protect God’s world this week. 
See cafod.org.uk/familyprayers for more child-friendly activities.





*Gospel passage taken from:
Good News Translation® (Today’s English Version, Second Edition)
© 1992 American Bible Society. All rights reserved.
Anglicisation © The British and Foreign Bible Society 1976, 1994, 2004. The copyright for the derivative work of Anglicisation pertains only to the text within the Good News Translation (GNT) that British and Foreign Bible Society adapted for British literary usage, consistent with Section 103(b) of the United States Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 103(b). 

Bible text from the Good News Translation (GNT) is not to be reproduced in copies or otherwise by any means except as permitted in writing by American Bible Society, 101 North Independence Mall East, FL 8, Philadelphia, PA 19106 (www.americanbible.org).                     
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For more children’s liturgy resources and illustrations see cafod.org.uk/childrensliturgy 

CAFOD is the official aid agency of the Catholic Church in England and Wales and part of Caritas International.  Charity no 1160384 and a company limited by guarantee no 09387398
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A better world needs all of us
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