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Children’s liturgy: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph (Year A) 
Preparation of the worship space
Colour: white 
Props: suitcase-shaped pieces of paper or card. You may wish to create a large makeshift tent out of plastic sheeting or fabric. You could put a few pots, pans and old blankets inside the tent to show just how few possessions many refugees have.
Song suggestions
In the bleak midwinter (144, Laudate)
Once in Royal David’s city (128, Laudate)
Welcome
Today we hear about another angel appearing to Joseph, this time to warn him that it is not safe for him and his family to stay where they are. We are going to think about all the families around the world who have to leave their homes because they are not safe.
Opening prayer
God of mercy, you warned Joseph to leave and take his family somewhere safe. Help all people who have to leave their homes because of fighting, disaster or lack of food, to find somewhere safe to live. Amen.
First reading: Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6, 12-14
Psalm: Psalm 127:1-2, 3, 4-5 r. 1
Gospel acclamation: everyone stands and sings the acclamation together.
Gospel: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

After they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph and said, “Herod will be looking for the child in order to kill him. So get up, take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you to leave.
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and left during the night for Egypt, where he stayed until Herod died. This was done to make come true what the Lord had said through the prophet, “I called my Son out of Egypt.”
After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go back to the land of Israel, because those who tried to kill the child are dead.” So Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went back to Israel.
But when Joseph heard that Archelaus had succeeded his father Herod as king of Judea, he was afraid to go there. He was given more instructions in a dream, so he went to the province of Galilee and made his home in a town called Nazareth. And so what the prophets had said came true: “He will be called a Nazarene.”
(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation® and used with permission, see details below*)
Gospel reflection
What do you remember from today’s reading?
Herod is worried that Jesus will become king. To keep Jesus safe from King Herod who wants to kill all the baby boys in the area, Joseph, Mary and Jesus leave and travel to another country.
How do you think Mary and Joseph felt when they heard that Jesus was in danger?
How do you think they felt about leaving their home?
Like Jesus and his parents, many people have to leave their homes because they are not safe. These people are called refugees. They might have to leave because of fighting, or flooding, or there might not be enough food or water where they live. They may have to travel a very long way to find somewhere new to live where it is safe.
How would you feel if you had to leave your home and you were not sure where you were going to live next?
Refugees often have to leave their homes quickly and they do not have much time to pack. They may only be able to carry a few things with them.
What two things would you take with you if you had to leave home in a hurry? Why? What would you miss the most about home?
If you had to leave your home quickly and did not have all the things that you needed, how would you like to be treated by other people? Would you like them to welcome you? How? Would you like them to help you? How? 
Jesus asks us to love one another and to look after each other. Just as he had to flee his home, we can see him now in all the people around the world who have to leave theirs. How can we help and support these people as they try to build a new life in a new place? How could we make them feel welcome in our community? 
Intercessions: You may want to ask the children to offer their own prayers or you can use the suggestions below.
Joseph, Mary and Jesus had to leave their home and travel to safety. Together we pray for all refugees:
We pray for all people who have lost their homes and have nowhere safe to live: that they may find strength for their journey and the courage to face each day. Lord, in your mercy… 
We pray for families who have travelled to find somewhere safe to live: that they may find the peace they long for and not have to journey any further. Lord, in your mercy…   
We pray for our parish, family and friends: that we may be welcoming to those seeking safety and support them as they build new lives in a new place. Lord, in your mercy… 
In this Jubilee Year, we pray that we may be signs of hope in our world through all that we do and how we treat one another. Lord, in your mercy… 
Closing prayer
God of hope, help all those who have to leave their homes to find strength and courage to travel into the unknown. May they find the peace and safety that they need. Amen.
Activity suggestions
Share the accompanying activity sheet with the children. Invite them to colour in the illustration of the Holy Family as refugees. Encourage them to do the other activities on the sheet in the liturgy or at home later.
On the back of the activity sheet, or on a separate suitcase-shaped piece of paper, encourage the children to draw what they would take with them if they had to leave home in a hurry.
Invite the children to write a prayer for all refugees and homeless people.
Remind the children to share all that they have heard and thought about in the liturgy today with the people at home. Encourage them to look round their home and think of the three things that they would miss most if they had to leave them behind, and to discuss this as a family. If they have written a prayer, remind the children to pray this at home during the week.






*Gospel passage taken from:
Good News Translation® (Today’s English Version, Second Edition)
© 1992 American Bible Society. All rights reserved.
Anglicisation © The British and Foreign Bible Society 1976, 1994, 2004. The copyright for the derivative work of Anglicisation pertains only to the text within the Good News Translation (GNT) that British and Foreign Bible Society adapted for British literary usage, consistent with Section 103(b) of the United States Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 103(b). 

Bible text from the Good News Translation (GNT) is not to be reproduced in copies or otherwise by any means except as permitted in writing by American Bible Society, 101 North Independence Mall East, FL 8, Philadelphia, PA 19106 (www.americanbible.org).                     
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For more children’s liturgy resources and illustrations see cafod.org.uk/childrensliturgy 

CAFOD is the official aid agency of the Catholic Church in England and Wales and part of Caritas International. 
Charity no 1160384 and a company limited by guarantee no 09387398
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