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Inviting your MP to your school
Welcoming your local Member of Parliament (MP) to your school is a wonderful opportunity to showcase your school's role in the community and its commitment to fostering hope and positive change, both locally and globally. 
As part of the Jubilee Year, we encourage schools to engage with their MPs to inspire action on key themes, such as supporting vulnerable communities and promoting the ‘Cancel debt, choose hope’ campaign on international debt. Your MP serves as a vital voice for the community and can amplify the school's initiatives and collaborate in witnessing hope through tangible actions. 
This guidance provides step-by-step advice on how to invite an MP and ensure a successful visit.
How CAFOD can help
Incorporating stories from young people about their learning experiences can enrich this engagement. For instance, CAFOD's "Growing food in Bolivia" video highlights how young people are learning about sustainable agriculture in Bolivia, a country facing significant poverty challenges. 
Additionally, CAFOD's "Young leadership: Maristely's story" video showcases how young individuals are making a difference in their communities, exemplifying the spirit of being a Pilgrim of Hope. 
Sharing such stories can inspire both students and MPs to take action, reinforcing the importance of supporting our global family and fostering a sense of shared responsibility.
To further illustrate the impact of young people in global communities, you might find the following video insightful: Bob the Fish in Zambia
Benefits of inviting your local MP into school
Inviting your MP to school allows pupils to:
· Share their initiatives: Provide pupils with a voice to be able to share what they have been doing or planning to help build a fairer world.
· Engage with democracy: Understand how the government can facilitate positive change and the role of MPs in this process.
· Learn about social Justice: Discuss issues like the impact of international debt on vulnerable communities in accessible terms.
· Involve the MP in their journey: Encourage the MP to join them in their journey to make positive changes and offer hope, especially during this Jubilee year.
A shared commitment 
MPs could also pledge with the school that they want to be a Pilgrim of Hope. In doing so, they can also receive a Pilgrim of Hope Pledge Certificate as it demonstrates a commitment to working towards a fairer world, especially for the world’s poorest communities. This act symbolises embarking on a shared journey to support the school's mission as Pilgrims of Hope.
We hope the MP will join students for a photograph with their Pilgrims of Hope banner, symbolising unity in this shared mission.
Steps to invite your local MP into school
1. Identify your local MP
Find out who your MP is by visiting www.parliament.uk Use the postcode of your school to locate your MP’s contact details.
2. Send an invitation
Write a formal but friendly invitation to your MP. Your letter should:
· Introduce your school and its values. 
· Explain that your pupils are participating in the Jubilee Year, a very special year themed "Pilgrims of Hope."
· Highlight the focus on supporting vulnerable communities and promoting environmental care. 
· Invite the MP to visit the school, meet students, and join them in the journey as Pilgrim of Hope.
· Offer suggested dates and times.
A template invitation letter is on the Jubilee for Schools resources page.
3. Plan the Visit
Once the MP accepts, plan the visit carefully:
· Choose a suitable setting: The visit could take place in an assembly, classroom discussion, or a special event.
· Prepare the pupils: Brief pupils on the purpose of the visit, encourage them to prepare questions, and ensure they understand the themes of supporting vulnerable communities and environmental stewardship.
· Organise the Pledge Signing and Photo Opportunity: While being mindful that the MP may be cautious about signing documents, emphasise the symbolic nature of the Pilgrim of Hope Pledge Certificate. Encourage the MP to sign it as a gesture of commitment to the shared journey. Arrange for a photo with pupils holding the Pilgrims of Hope banner to capture this meaningful moment.
4. Ensure a Smooth Visit
· Welcome the MP: Have a staff member or student welcome them.
· Facilitate a discussion: Allow pupils to engage with the MP and ask questions.
· Capture the moment: Take a photo with the banner and pledge certificate.
· Thank the MP: Send a follow-up email thanking them for their time and reiterating the key messages from the visit.
5. Share the Visit
· Share photos and reflections on your school’s website and social media (with permission).
· Tag your MP and use relevant hashtags (e.g. #PilgrimsofHope #DebtJustice #ClimateJustice).
· Inform your local diocese or Catholic education network to amplify the message.
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To maximise impact, we encourage schools to participate in a Banner Day or Banner Week:
· Display your Pilgrims of Hope banner.
· Share photos with your MP and community.
· Use social media to highlight your school’s commitment to justice, peace, and stewardship of the earth.
More details on Banner Day/Banner Week will be provided.
Need Further Support?
· Resources and templates (including invitation letters and pledge certificates) will be provided.
· Contact us if you need guidance on managing the visit. By inviting your MP, your school is playing a vital role in shaping a better future and living out Catholic social teaching. Together, we can be Pilgrims of Hope!
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