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Laudato Si' explained! Child and teacher-friendly guidance on Pope Francis' letter to help schools implement and embed CST and the RED throughout the school year.
CAFOD primary Laudato Si’ resources 
	NOTES for teachers: Summary of Laudato Si’ quote reference in RED (#66-67)

The creation stories (Gen 1- 2) highlight humanity’s fundamental relationships—with God, our neighbour (fellow humans), and the earth. These connections were  originally harmonious, modelling peace and stewardship. Unfortunately, they were disrupted by ‘sin’, which is illustrated in Genesis as humanity’s turning away from God and attempting to take his place - eating from the ‘tree of knowledge’ (Gen 2:9) ). This disobedience and refusal to accept humanity’s limitations as created beings strained the relationships. It resulted in  a misunderstanding of God’s instruction for humanity to “have dominion” over the earth (cf. Gen 1:28), “till and keep” it (Gen 2:15). Instead of recognising and acting upon God’s true intention (for humanity to be stewards by responsibly cultivating, protecting, and caring for creation), the earth has been used and abused for humanity’s selfish gain and resulted in conflict and destruction. In Laudato Si’ Pope Francis reminds humanity of their shared responsibility to look after the earth and to ensure its fruitfulness for future generations. He reinforces that humans are stewards of creation, not owners. The earth does not belong to humanity: “The earth is the Lord’s” (Ps 24:1); to him belongs “the earth with all that is within it” (Dt 10:14). Pope Francis also encourages everyone to mend the relationships (with God, neighbour and earth) which have been damaged by ‘sin’, and to work together make reparations for the sake of the earth and humanity. Pope Francis also reinforces the teaching that humanity cannot do this alone, only in partnership with God, who has rejected absolute ownership of the earth. Instead, God desires a loving partnership:  “The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine; for you are strangers and sojourners with me” (Lev 25:23). 




	Laudato Si’ quote reference in RED
	Age phased outcomes for assessment summaries

	#66-67
66. The creation accounts in the book of Genesis contain, in their own symbolic and narrative language, profound teachings about human existence and its historical reality. They suggest that human life is grounded in three fundamental and closely intertwined relationships: with God, with our neighbour and with the earth itself. According to the Bible, these three vital relationships have been broken, both outwardly and within us. This rupture is sin. The harmony between the Creator, humanity and creation as a whole was disrupted by our presuming to take the place of God and refusing to acknowledge our creaturely limitations. This in turn distorted our mandate to “have dominion” over the earth (cf. Gen 1:28), to “till it and keep it” (Gen 2:15). As a result, the originally harmonious relationship between human beings and nature became conflictual (cf. Gen 3:17-19). It is significant that the harmony which Saint Francis of Assisi experienced with all creatures was seen as a healing of that rupture. Saint Bonaventure held that, through universal reconciliation with every creature, Saint Francis in some way returned to the state of original innocence.[40] This is a far cry from our situation today, where sin is manifest in all its destructive power in wars, the various forms of violence and abuse, the abandonment of the most vulnerable, and attacks on nature. 
67. We are not God. The earth was here before us and it has been given to us. This allows us to respond to the charge that Judaeo-Christian thinking, on the basis of the Genesis account which grants man “dominion” over the earth (cf. Gen 1:28), has encouraged the unbridled exploitation of nature by painting him as domineering and destructive by nature. This is not a correct interpretation of the Bible as understood by the Church. Although it is true that we Christians have at times incorrectly interpreted the Scriptures, nowadays we must forcefully reject the notion that our being created in God’s image and given dominion over the earth justifies absolute domination over other creatures. The biblical texts are to be read in their context, with an appropriate hermeneutic, recognizing that they tell us to “till and keep” the garden of the world (cf. Gen 2:15). “Tilling” refers to cultivating, ploughing or working, while “keeping” means caring, protecting, overseeing and preserving. This implies a relationship of mutual responsibility between human beings and nature. Each community can take from the bounty of the earth whatever it needs for subsistence, but it also has the duty to protect the earth and to ensure its fruitfulness for coming generations. “The earth is the Lord’s” (Ps 24:1); to him belongs “the earth with all that is within it” (Dt 10:14). Thus, God rejects every claim to absolute ownership: “The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine; for you are strangers and sojourners with me” (Lev 25:23). 

	Hear: Age phase 9-11 Outcome Creation and Fall 
Simply explain the Church’s teaching on the purpose of the second Creation story and the purpose of scientific accounts, referencing Laudato Si’ 66-67. Make links with the term ‘stewardship’. (RED page 43)

BRIEF SUMMARY FOR TEACHERS: The Bible tells us that our relationship with God, with each other and the earth are closely linked together. The earth has been given to all of us to share. It belongs to everyone. As human beings we do not have power over the earth, and we do not have a right to destroy it. The Bible calls us to be stewards of creation, not owners. We must protect the earth for future generations. 

FOR CHILDREN: The Earth has been given to us all to share, it belongs to everyone. The Bible tells us that we must protect the Earth for future generations. 

CAFOD resources linked to this outcome:
Catholic Social Teaching pack poster
Catholic Social Teaching pack teacher’s notes on Stewardship
Catholic Social Teaching pack writing frame
Children taking care of creation films
Laudato Si animation
Laudato Si’ reflection cards
Laudato Si’ poster
Laudato Si’pledge postcard
Laudato Si’ song and lyrics
Laudato Si’ Celebration of the word script and PowerPoint
Prayer for our earth by Pope Francis film 

Live: Age 7-9 Outcome Faith and Life 
Recognise that in Laudato Si’, Pope Francis teaches that human beings are called to have a loving relationship with God, with each other, and with the world. (RED page 55)
 
BRIEF SUMMARY FOR TEACHERS: Pope Francis teaches that human beings are called to have a loving relationship with God, with each other, and with the Earth. 

FOR CHILDREN: Pope Francis calls on us to love God, each other and the Earth.

CAFOD resources linked to this outcome:
Laudato Si’ animation
Laudato Si’ reflection cards
Laudato Si’ poster
Laudato Si’pledge postcard
Laudato Si’ song and lyrics
Laudato Si’ Celebration of the word script and PowerPoint
Prayer for our earth by Pope Francis film 
Children taking care of creation films
Catholic Social Teaching pack teacher’s notes on Stewardship


Live Age phase 9-11 Outcome Law, grace and sin 
Use theological vocabulary to describe and explain the belief that sin damages the relationship with God, the relationship with others and relationships with the created world, making relevant links with the second account of Creation and Laudato Si’ 66 (RED page 56)
 
BRIEF SUMMARY FOR TEACHERS: Our relationship with God, with each other and with the earth are closely linked together. The Bible tells us that it is a sin when this relationship breaks down, when we no longer live in harmony together. We can see this happening where there is war, violence, when we do not care for others, and when we mistreat the earth. 

FOR CHILDREN: In the first chapter of the Bible, God says that human beings, made in the image of God, are to take responsibility for all creatures. This responsibility means that we share responsibility for creation, the work of God. We are stewards, not owners of the world and its gifts; we need to remind ourselves that the gifts of creation are not just for us now but also for future generations to benefit from and enjoy – as God intended.

 CAFOD resources linked to this outcome:
Laudato Si’ animation
Laudato Si’ reflection cards
Laudato Si’ poster
Laudato Si’pledge postcard
Laudato Si’ song and lyrics
Laudato Si’ Celebration of the word script and PowerPoint
Prayer for our earth by Pope Francis film 
Catholic Social Teaching pack teacher’s notes on Stewardship










	NOTES for teachers: Summary of Laudato Si’ quote reference in RED (#84-88)
Pope Francis’ letter emphasises the deep spiritual connection between humans, nature, and God. All of creation reflects God’s loving plan and can foster wonder and awe. Each person is made in God’s image, but every creature also has its own purpose and unique value; nothing is superfluous. The entire universe, from the soil and water to the mountains, is a reflection of God's love for humanity, and as such, it should be cherished and respected. Pope Francis reinforces the teaching that nature’s beauty and diversity can be a personal sign of God’s love and goodness and serve as a reminder of his  divine presence in each person’s unique life. The relationship between God and creation is not abstract; it is tangible and personal. For example, returning to places that hold meaning—whether it's a childhood park or a beloved natural spot—can allow individuals to reconnect with themselves and their own spiritual identity.

Laudato Si’ emphasises that the universe, in all its rich variety and complexity, reveals God’s infinite love, with each creature playing an invaluable part in displaying this divine harmony. As the Catechism teaches, no creature is self-sufficient; all creatures are interconnected, depending on each other and existing in mutual service. It signposts to St Thomas Aquinas who pointed out that creation’s great diversity allows for a fuller representation of God's goodness, which could not be captured by any one creature alone (Summa Theologica).

Saint Francis of Assisi’s famous prayer (Canticle of the sun) beautifully captures this interconnectedness, praising various elements of creation—like the sun, moon, wind, water, and fire, which he calls his brothers and sisters—as reflections of God’s glory These elements work together in harmony to sustain life and serve one another. This further reinforces the idea that humans are called to live in unity with the world around them.

Furthermore, Pope Francis explains that nature is not just a symbol of God's glory but also a locus of God’s presence, meaning that God is ever-present and reveals himself through nature. The Spirit of life resides in all living things, calling humans to cultivate what Pope Francis terms “Ecological Virtues” (LS 84-88). This includes recognising the inherent dignity of all creatures and understanding each person’s responsibility to care for the earth, which, Pope Francis emhasises, belongs to God, not to humanity. However, he also guards against the belief that any creature can be a true reflection of God as this would fail “to acknowledge their right and proper place. We would end up unduly demanding of them something which they, in their smallness, cannot give us” (LS 84-88) as “there is an infinite distance between God and the things of this world, which do not possess his fullness.”(LS 84-88).

By acknowledging the rightful place of every person and creature, humanity can avoid exploiting them for their own desires, instead fostering a respectful relationship with all that God has made. This holistic view of creation offered in Laudato Si’ invites teachers to foster in pupils a sense of wonder and awe for the beauty and complexity of the natural world, and also to develop their spiritual responsibility to protect and nurture it.




	Laudato Si’ quote reference in RED
	Age phased outcomes for assessment summaries

	#84-88
Our insistence that each human being is an image of God should not make us overlook the fact that each creature has its own purpose. None is superfluous. The entire material universe speaks of God’s love, his boundless affection for us. Soil, water, mountains: everything is, as it were, a caress of God. The history of our friendship with God is always linked to particular places which take on an intensely personal meaning; we all remember places, and revisiting those memories does us much good. Anyone who has grown up in the hills or used to sit by the spring to drink or played outdoors in the neighbourhood square; going back to these places is a chance to recover something of their true selves.
[bookmark: 85][bookmark: _ftnref54][bookmark: _ftnref55][bookmark: _ftnref56][bookmark: _ftnref57][bookmark: _ftnref58][bookmark: _ftnref59]85. God has written a precious book, “whose letters are the multitude of created things present in the universe”.[54] The Canadian bishops rightly pointed out that no creature is excluded from this manifestation of God: “From panoramic vistas to the tiniest living form, nature is a constant source of wonder and awe. It is also a continuing revelation of the divine”.[55] The bishops of Japan, for their part, made a thought-provoking observation: “To sense each creature singing the hymn of its existence is to live joyfully in God’s love and hope”.[56] This contemplation of creation allows us to discover in each thing a teaching which God wishes to hand on to us, since “for the believer, to contemplate creation is to hear a message, to listen to a paradoxical and silent voice”.[57] We can say that “alongside revelation properly so-called, contained in sacred Scripture, there is a divine manifestation in the blaze of the sun and the fall of night”.[58] Paying attention to this manifestation, we learn to see ourselves in relation to all other creatures: “I express myself in expressing the world; in my effort to decipher the sacredness of the world, I explore my own”.[59]
[bookmark: 86][bookmark: _ftnref60][bookmark: _ftnref61][bookmark: _ftnref62][bookmark: _ftnref63]86. The universe as a whole, in all its manifold relationships, shows forth the inexhaustible riches of God. Saint Thomas Aquinas wisely noted that multiplicity and variety “come from the intention of the first agent” who willed that “what was wanting to one in the representation of the divine goodness might be supplied by another”,[60] inasmuch as God’s goodness “could not be represented fittingly by any one creature”.[61] Hence we need to grasp the variety of things in their multiple relationships.[62] We understand better the importance and meaning of each creature if we contemplate it within the entirety of God’s plan. As the Catechism teaches: “God wills the interdependence of creatures. The sun and the moon, the cedar and the little flower, the eagle and the sparrow: the spectacle of their countless diversities and inequalities tells us that no creature is self-sufficient. Creatures exist only in dependence on each other, to complete each other, in the service of each other”.[63]
87. When we can see God reflected in all that exists, our hearts are moved to praise the Lord for all his creatures and to worship him in union with them. This sentiment finds magnificent expression in the hymn of Saint Francis of Assisi:
[bookmark: _ftnref64]Praised be you, my Lord, with all your creatures,
especially Sir Brother Sun,
who is the day and through whom you give us light.
And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendour;
and bears a likeness of you, Most High.
Praised be you, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars,
in heaven you formed them clear and precious and beautiful.
Praised be you, my Lord, through Brother Wind,
and through the air, cloudy and serene, and every kind of weather
through whom you give sustenance to your creatures.
Praised be you, my Lord, through Sister Water,
who is very useful and humble and precious and chaste.
Praised be you, my Lord, through Brother Fire,
through whom you light the night,
and he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong”.[64]
[bookmark: _ftnref65][bookmark: _ftnref66]88. The bishops of Brazil have pointed out that nature as a whole not only manifests God but is also a locus of his presence. The Spirit of life dwells in every living creature and calls us to enter into relationship with him.[65] Discovering this presence leads us to cultivate the “ecological virtues”.[66] This is not to forget that there is an infinite distance between God and the things of this world, which do not possess his fullness. Otherwise, we would not be doing the creatures themselves any good either, for we would be failing to acknowledge their right and proper place. We would end up unduly demanding of them something which they, in their smallness, cannot give us.
	Hear Age phase EYFS Outcome Creation and Covenant 
The whole of Creation shows God love for us (Laudato Si’ 84–88). (RED page 66)
BRIEF SUMMARY FOR TEACHERS: We can see God’s love for us in the whole of Creation, and we can see God reflected in everything that exists. From the ground soil to the mountain top, nature is a constant source of wonder. We discover God when we joyfully experience Creation.
St Francis cared greatly about God’s people and God’s creation. One of St Francis’ most well-known prayers is the “Canticle of the Sun”, in which he praises God the Creator for the sun and moon, stars, fire and water – gifts of God, without which we cannot live. 
Because God is present in every living creature, we are called to live out ‘ecological virtues’ that strengthen our relationship with God, each other, and creation.

FOR CHILDREN: God made our wonderful world and everything in it, from the highest mountain to the tiniest ant. 
St Francis of Assisi wrote a beautiful prayer about the world:

We praise you, Lord, for all your creatures,
especially for Brother Sun and the stars.
We praise you, Lord, for Sister Moon.
We praise you, Lord, for Brothers Wind and Air.
We praise you, Lord, for Sister Water.
We praise you, Lord, for Brother Fire.
We praise you, Lord, for Sister Earth.
We praise you, Lord, for everyone.
We praise and bless you, Lord, and give you thanks,

CAFOD resources linked to this outcome:
A prayer from St Francis film
Our wonderful world game
Laudato Si’ animation
Laudato Si’ colouring sheet
Laudato Si’ song and lyrics
Children taking care of creation films












	NOTES for teachers: Summary of Laudato Si’ quote reference in RED (#13)
Protecting the earth (“our common home”)  requires all of humanity to work together for development which is  sustainable and inclusive. Pope Francis’ message emphasises that while humanity faces environmental challenges, humanity still has the power to unite in rebuilding our common home. He notes his appreciation for all those who dedicate themselves to protecting the environment, especially those focused on helping the world’s poorest and most vulnerable as they suffer the worst effects of environmental damage. Pope Francis highlights that students, too, are calling for change, to build a future by addressing the environmental crisis and the needs of those most affected. This encourages an awareness of our shared responsibilities, and values educators’ roles in fostering environmental consciousness and social responsibility in children and young people.




	Laudato Si’ quote reference in RED
	Age phased outcomes for assessment summaries

	#13
The urgent challenge to protect our common home includes a concern to bring the whole human family together to seek a sustainable and integral development, for we know that things can change. The Creator does not abandon us; he never forsakes his loving plan or repents of having created us. Humanity still has the ability to work together in building our common home. Here I want to recognize, encourage and thank all those striving in countless ways to guarantee the protection of the home which we share. Particular appreciation is owed to those who tirelessly seek to resolve the tragic effects of environmental degradation on the lives of the world’s poorest. Young people demand change. They wonder how anyone can claim to be building a better future without thinking of the environmental crisis and the sufferings of the excluded.
	Hear Age phase Yr1 (RED page 80)

BRIEF SUMMARY FOR TEACHERS: We must all play our part to protect our common home. The world can’t wait. We must put our love for the world and love for our neighbours into action, by living together in harmony and caring for nature. 
We can change, and we can make a new start. Young people demand change. 
Climate change affects everyone, but the world’s poorest communities suffer the most. The whole human family needs to work together to care for our planet earth.

FOR CHILDREN: We can all play our part to protect the Earth. So let us put love for the world and love for our neighbour into action, by living together peacefully and caring for nature. 
Climate change affects everyone, but the world’s poorest communities suffer the most.

CAFOD resources linked to this outcome:
Laudato Si’ animation
Laudato Si’ poster
Laudato Si’pledge postcard
Laudato Si’ song and lyrics
Laudato Si’ Celebration of the word script and PowerPoint
Prayer for our earth by Pope Francis film 
Children taking care of creation films



	NOTES for teachers: Summary of Laudato Si’ quote reference in RED (#71)
God chose to pave a way for salvation through the prophet Noah (Gen 6-9) because his innocence and righteousness stood out. In doing this, God offered all of humanity a fresh start. This reminds us that a single virtuous (or ‘good’) person can rekindle hope for everyone.




	Laudato Si’ quote reference in RED
	Age phased outcomes for assessment summaries

	#71
Through Noah, who remained innocent and just, God decided to open a path of salvation. In this way he gave humanity the chance of a new beginning. All it takes is one good person to restore hope!

	Hear Age phase Yr 2 (RED page 98)

BRIEF SUMMARY FOR TEACHERS: God decided to save Noah and the animals from the flood and gave humanity the chance of a new beginning. All it takes is one good person to restore hope!

FOR CHILDREN: Because Noah was still a good person, (even though many people on the earth were not), God promised to save him and the animals in his ark from the great flood. It was a new beginning. All it takes is one good person to have hope!

CAFOD resources linked to this outcome:
The world we want film
Laudato Si’ animation
Laudato Si’ poster
Laudato Si’pledge postcard
Laudato Si’ song and lyrics
Laudato Si’ Celebration of the word script and PowerPoint
Prayer for our earth by Pope Francis film 
Children taking care of creation films
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