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Children’s liturgy: The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 

Preparation of the worship space
Colour: white
Props: coloured pens and pencils, small cardboard boxes
Song suggestions
God’s spirit is in my heart (864, Laudate)
Welcome
Today we hear a story about how important it was to Jesus that the Temple should be a place of prayer and worship. We think about how we can avoid being distracted and focus on God, who helps us to stand up for what is right.
Opening prayer
God of all, help us to listen to your voice and not be distracted by what is happening around us. Grant us the courage to speak up for what we know is right. Amen.
First reading: Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12
Psalm: Psalm 45:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 r. 5
Gospel acclamation: everyone stands and sings the acclamation together.
Gospel: John 2:13-22

It was almost time for the Passover Festival, so Jesus went to Jerusalem. There in the Temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and pigeons, and also the moneychangers sitting at their tables. So he made a whip from cords and drove all the animals out of the Temple, both the sheep and the cattle; he overturned the tables of the money changers and scattered their coins; and he ordered those who sold the pigeons, “Take them out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered that the scripture says, “My devotion to your house, O God, burns in me like a fire.”
The Jewish authorities came back at him with a question, “What miracle can you perform to show us that you have the right to do this?”
Jesus answered, “Tear down this Temple, and in three days I will build it again.”
“Are you going to build it again in three days?” they asked him. “It has taken forty-six years to build this Temple!”
But the temple Jesus was speaking about was his body. So when he was raised from death his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the scripture and what Jesus had said.  
(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation® and used with permission, see details below*)
Gospel reflection
What do you remember from today’s reading?
Jesus arrived in Jerusalem for a feast called Passover and went to the Temple. There he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, which were used as offerings to God. There were also many money-changers, so that pilgrims from different lands could change their money and buy the offerings.
Why do you think that seeing all this made Jesus angry?
The Temple was where people went to pray, but some people were buying and selling things instead. They were trying to make money from people’s faith in God. They stopped the Temple being a quiet place where people could talk to God and turned it into a market. 
Jesus drove the traders all out of the Temple. How do you think all the people felt when they saw this? 
Jesus was standing up for what he believed in. He saw something that he did not think was fair or right and so he acted to change the situation. He wanted the Temple to be a special place, where people could draw closer to God and get to know God better. How could they do that if they were distracted by a market or if they were worrying about having enough money to pay for the offering? 
Where do you go or what do you do when you want to spend time with God? 
Sometimes we come to church. Sometimes you might pray at home or at school, with others or alone. But each time we pray, we try not to get distracted. We close our eyes. We put our hands together. We stop doing anything else so that we can concentrate on God.
When we do this, we are able to pay attention to what God is asking of us. 
Let’s practice this now. Encourage the children to spend some time sitting quietly in silence, praying and listening to God. When they have finished, draw them back together and ask them to open their eyes. 
Just like Jesus stood up for what was right, when he saw something he disagreed with in the Temple, we are called to do the same.
Can you think of some things that you have seen that are unfair or which are not right? For example, have you seen people being unkind to others or not treating people as they should? What did you do about it? 
Do you think it is fair that some people work very hard but do not earn enough money for the things that they need? Or that some people do not have enough to eat? 
What do you do when you see something that you know is wrong or unfair? What can you do to change things that you know are unfair? 
It is not always easy, but God is always with us. We can spend some time in quiet prayer so that God can guide us and give us the courage to make our voice heard. 
Do you think you can make some special time for prayer this week and try to stand up for what is right? 
Intercessions: You may want to ask the children to offer their own prayers or you can use the suggestions below.
We spend time in prayer now to God who hears us when we call on him:
We pray for the Church throughout the world: that it may follow Christ’s example of love for all people, stand up for what is right and seek to build a fairer world. Lord, in your mercy…
We pray for all people who are treated unfairly: may they know that they are loved by God and find strength in the support of others as they seek change. Lord, in your mercy… 
In this Jubilee Year, we pray that we may be signs of hope in our world through all that we do and how we treat one another. Lord in your mercy… 
Closing prayer
Loving God, help us to come to you and listen to your word. Guide us as we try to help those who are treated unfairly so that together we may build a better world. Amen. 
Activity suggestions
Invite the children to colour in the accompanying illustration of a child making their voice heard and to write in the speech bubble what they think is unfair in our world and they would like to change. 
We talk about how Jesus “turned the tables” in the Temple. With some small cardboard boxes write pairs of words on two opposite sides of the box e.g “poverty” and “enough for everyone” or “war” and “peace”, “hunger” and “plenty of food” etc. Place them with the unfair side upwards and encourage the children to come and turn them over to the opposite side so that they can see what a fairer world would be like. 
Remind the children to share all that they have heard and thought about in the liturgy today with the people at home and to spend some time each day quietly in prayer. Encourage them to think about how to make their prayer time free from distractions. Also encourage them to stand up for what is right in the coming week and make their voice heard.
*Gospel passage taken from:
Good News Translation® (Today’s English Version, Second Edition)
© 1992 American Bible Society. All rights reserved.
Anglicisation © The British and Foreign Bible Society 1976, 1994, 2004. The copyright for the derivative work of Anglicisation pertains only to the text within the Good News Translation (GNT) that British and Foreign Bible Society adapted for British literary usage, consistent with Section 103(b) of the United States Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 103(b). 

Bible text from the Good News Translation (GNT) is not to be reproduced in copies or otherwise by any means except as permitted in writing by American Bible Society, 101 North Independence Mall East, FL 8, Philadelphia, PA 19106 (www.americanbible.org).                     
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For more children’s liturgy resources and illustrations see cafod.org.uk/childrensliturgy 

CAFOD is the official aid agency of the Catholic Church in England and Wales and part of Caritas International. 
Charity no 1160384 and a company limited by guarantee no 09387398
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A better world needs all of us




image4.svg
     


