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I’m Ruwadzano, I work alongside CAFOD in Zimbabwe putting your donations 
into action. I support families in Rushinga, in the north of the country – who you 
will hear about this Family Fast Day. 

Here, with the community, we help build water pumps, so women and girls no 
longer have to walk hours for water. You can hear about how your donations are 
helping the families I work with on page 14. 

Outside work, I love to go on long walks. And this Season of Creation, I’ll be 
reflecting in nature on all the incredible work our sisters and brothers do to 
defend our common home. 

Prayer plays an important part in my everyday life, seeing me through difficult 
and happy times. Inside, you’ll find a prayer to protect those defending our 
common home.  

You can also read about my job, faith and life working with the community you 
support on page 26. 

I feel honoured to be working with you as well as experts all around the world.  
I love hearing about the life-changing work made possible by our community, 
and I hope you do too!  

Ruwadzano 

Monitoring and Evaluation Officer, Caritas 
Chinhoyi (our local Church team), Zimbabwe

Hello and welcome to the autumn issue of 
CAFOD’s Side by Side magazine. 

Above: Ruwadzano working with the 
community you support, Zimbabwe.
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“�Since the last visit from the 
CAFOD team, we have been 
doing well, we recently 
harvested maize from 
our garden, and we are 
confident that we will be 
able to sustain and feed our 
grandchildren for the next 
four months.” Hamunyare  

Thank you! 
Your donations are helping hope grow.

You may remember during Lent we 
shared stories of three projects helping 
families grow enough food in South 
Sudan, Bangladesh and Zimbabwe, 
and asked for your support. Thousands 
upon thousands of you answered 
the call, showing the very love for our 
neighbours Jesus asks of us. Those of 
you who took on the Big Lent Walk 
raised over £200,000! Thank you all  
so much.

Our Director Christine caught up 
with Obayedul in Bangladesh, who 
received training to build floating 
gardens on his flooded land. Now the 
gardens are flourishing, and providing 
food all year round.

We also recently got an update from 
Shorai and Hamunyare in Zimbabwe;

Thank you for showing love for  
your neighbour, at Lent and 
throughout the year, and helping to 
build a better world.

Faith in action

Above: Floating gardens thriving in 
Bangladesh thanks to your support.

Right: A parish in Eccleshall takes on 
the Big Lent Walk.
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St Francis

Care for our common home 
St Francis saw God’s presence in all 
creation. He famously preached to 
the birds and, according to legend, 
convinced a wolf to live in peace with 
its human neighbours. 

In 1979, Pope St John Paul II 
declared Francis the patron saint of 
ecology. He is Pope Francis’ namesake 
and inspired the late Holy Father’s 
encyclical on care for the earth. 

Sowing seeds of peace  
Like us, St Francis lived in turbulent 
times. In the encyclical Fratelli Tutti, 
Pope Francis celebrates the saint’s 
example of sowing “seeds of peace,” 
recalling especially his visit to Sultan 
Malik-el-Kamil in Egypt during the 
Crusades in a courageous effort to  
end conflict.  

I have done what was mine  
to do... 
Towards the end of his life, St Francis said: 

As we celebrate this special Year of  
St Francis, may we continue to discern 
what is ours to do, as we seek to live 
in right relationship with God, one 
another and all creation. 

Celebrating 
the Year of 
St Francis

In 1226, at the age of 44, St Francis of Assisi welcomed “Sister Death.” 
To mark the 800th anniversary of the beloved saint’s death, Pope Leo 
XIV has called a special Year of St Francis. So, what can the Poor Man 
of Assisi teach us today? 

“�I have done what was mine 
to do, may Christ teach you 
what is yours.” 

Find more Year of  
St Francis resources by 
scanning the QR code.

Pray
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Finding neighbours far 
from home: Meet the 
migrants building a better 
world in Lebanon
Sunday 27 September is 
World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees. This is a day of 
prayer and solidarity with all 
our neighbours around the 
world who are forced to flee 
their homes.

But just because you leave your 
home, that doesn’t mean you have 
to leave behind the spirit of being a 
good neighbour. In Lebanon, a group 
of African migrants came together to 
start their own volunteer organisation, 
and now with your support they are 
helping to make their new home a 
better place for all. 

Neighbours coming together
“We mainly came 
together to try to 
negotiate prices 
because the cost of 
labour for migrants 
was too low,” says 

Viany, the group’s founder. “As a result, 
we created a kind of solidarity, mutual 
aid. At first it was two or three people 
and now there are almost 300 of us.”

The volunteers help migrants and 
refugees that have settled in the 
country after fleeing violence, injustice 
and extreme poverty. To people who 
have left everything they know behind, 
home, friends, family, they offer a 
friendly face and a helping hand. 

“If someone is sick now on the 
street, or at the beginning of the war 
there was a pregnant woman who 
didn’t have the money to pay for 
hospital bills, didn’t know where to 
give birth, and had nothing with her – 
that’s when someone will call us, and 
we will find all the means possible to 
help them. And we do that every day.”

‘In times of crisis, we  
help everyone’
Viany and her team provide food, 
hygiene supplies, clothes, pyjamas 
and blankets for families who have 
fled with nothing. And they don’t stop 
there – they help their new Lebanese 
neighbours when they need it too.

“In times of crisis, we help everyone, 
we assist everyone regardless of their 
nationality. We work with everyone, 
migrants or not.

We must not forget that even the 
communities that are also helping 
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Inspired by Viany’s 
spirit of solidarity? Find 
out how you can be a 
good neighbour and 

help people around the world with 
a monthly gift.

Give

are in need of support, so we don’t 
exclude them, we don’t tell them that 
it’s just for the displaced people, and 
not for you who are helping. The food 
we give, the cleaning and hygiene 
items are for everyone.”

Emergency Response Team

Opposite: Viany.

Below: Food you help fund, prepared 
by Tres Marias, a community kitchen 
founded by Filipino women,  
for families affected by  
war in Lebanon.
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Voices 
from 
Sudan
It has been three years since 
war engulfed Sudan, uprooting 
millions of lives. Thousands upon 
thousands of you have donated, 
called on your MPs, prayed and 
fundraised to help respond to 
this devastating crisis.
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Thank you for never forgetting that, 
at the heart of every crisis, and every 
emergency response, are real people. 
Here some of those people share their 
experiences in their own words.

Halima fled her home and now 
lives in a camp where she was 
given emergency food
“I came here one month ago and I was 
ambushed on the road.

There was not enough food. We 
struggled because we were carrying 
our elders and our children, so it was 
very tough for us to walk.

We arrived here with nothing, and I 
thank the people here, they welcomed 
us and they gave us food to eat. Until 
then I had no shelter or even mats to 
sleep on.”

Eklas joined sessions led by our 
partner Caritas Sudan raising 
awareness about safety and 
hygiene in the camps
“The awareness sessions Caritas Sudan 
have provided us are one of the most 
beautiful things that have happened. 
We have gotten used to meeting them 
regularly and when they don’t come we 
miss them a lot.”

Kayode is CAFOD’s Head of 
Africa and recently visited 
Sudan to monitor the work your 
donations have made possible
“Your donations are an act of steady 
love for our neighbours, a way of saying: 
we will not abandon you, we will stand 
with you until peace is restored. It is 
like the Good Samaritan who stopped, 

cared for the wounded man, paid for 
his treatment, and promised to give 
more if needed. That is the kind of 
faithful solidarity Sudan needs today.”

Sara is CAFOD’s programme 
officer and helps coordinate our 
work in Sudan
“In this moment of deep suffering, 
CAFOD is standing alongside the 
people of Sudan, working through 
trusted local partners.

CAFOD is providing life-saving 
support, including food, water, 
protection and cash assistance for 
families who have lost everything, 
while also calling on the world to 
act with compassion, solidarity and 
commitment to peace.

Please consider giving monthly to 
CAFOD so that, inspired by our Catholic 
faith and commitment to loving our 
neighbours, we can continue providing 
life-saving food, clean water and 
medicine and help more people as this 
crisis deepens.”

Scan the QR code to 
start your monthly  
gift today and help 
people affected by 

disaster, as long as help is needed.

Give

Opposite top left: Halima, who lives in a 
camp and has received food

Opposite top right: Eklas, who took part in 
safety and hygiene sessions

Opposite bottom left: Kayode, CAFOD’s 
Head of Africa

Emergency update
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Latin America:
The fight to defend our 
common home
Our common home sustains all life. 
When nature thrives, we do too. 
Yet, the people who defend the 
environment and human rights are 
under threat. 

In the last ten years, 1,900 defenders 
have been killed for protecting our 
common home. That’s 190 lives lost 
every year. Most of them – 82 per cent 
– were from Latin America. 

Who are human rights and 
environmental defenders?
Human rights defenders are people 
or groups who peacefully stand up for 
their rights.  

They work to protect things like 
democracy, our common home 
and people’s social and economic 
wellbeing. They can be well-known 
campaigners, local activists, or 
individuals working quietly,  
sometimes at great personal risk, to 
bring about justice.

How do you support those 
protecting our common home?
You help your sisters and brothers in 
Latin America fight for their home and 
the environment they live in. 

Colombia
In Colombia, the Cerrejón 
coal mine is one of the world’s 
largest open-pit coal mines. It 
is also linked to environmental 
destruction and serious human 
rights violations. 

Here, you are supporting  
the Indigenous Wayúu and 
Afro-Colombian communities to 
protect their lives and land, seek 
justice and secure accountability 
in the UK and internationally.

Above: Mariluz, a human rights defender 
from the Indigenous Wayúu community.
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Brazil
In Brazil, illegal gold mining threatens 
indigenous communities and our 
common home. 

You help indigenous young people 
use drones to capture photos of 
deforestation caused by illegal mining. 
These photos are used for reports to 
prevent further destruction. 

Honduras
In Honduras, local defenders protect the Guapinol river from harmful 
extractive projects like mining. 

You speak up with them, support their safety, and maintain their 
livelihoods, like after the killing of environmental leader Juan López.

Remembering our friend Juan López 
In September 2024, environmental activist Juan López 
was shot dead as he travelled home from church. We join 
with others in Honduras and around the world calling for 
justice over his death.

Paz Redondo, CAFOD’s country representative for 
Central America, says: “We continue to mourn the loss 
of our friend and brother Juan López and call for all 

those involved with his murder to be brought to justice. Environmental 
and human rights defenders protecting our common home are innocent 
targets in places like Honduras.”

Defending our common  
home together
A better world needs all of us. We are 
all called to protect our common home 
and with your support our neighbours 
around the world are doing just that. 

Left: Young indigenous people use drones to 
capture photos of illegal mining, Brazil.

Our common home

We can protect our 
common home thanks to 
the people who leave a gift 
in their Will. To find out 

more about leaving a legacy please 
scan the QR code.

Give
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Living water: The 
Season of Creation 
Each year, from 1 September to 4 October, Christians worldwide celebrate 
the Season of Creation. It is a dedicated time to give thanks for the gift of our 
world and to renew our commitment, through prayer and action, to care for 
our common home. 

A vision of abundance 
This year’s theme, Living Water, is 
drawn from Ezekiel 47. It offers a 
powerful image of a river flowing from 
the Temple, becoming a great torrent 
of life, fruitfulness, and healing. 

But according to the United Nations, 
2.1 billion people – one in four globally  
– lack access to safe drinking water. 
The climate crisis exacerbates the 
problem through devastating 
droughts and floods.

A river of hope 
Yet, Ezekiel’s vision is ultimately one 
of hope. A hope we see reflected in 
global action. It is demonstrated by 
the communities, featured in our 
Lent appeal, who established floating 
gardens in flood-prone areas and  
solar-powered irrigation in parched 
lands. 

You also live out this hope, inspired 
by faith to walk for water, pray and 

“�Everything will live where 
the river goes.” (Ezekiel 47:9) 

campaign for change, and give 
generously so that all creation  
may flourish. 

In this Season of Creation, may 
God’s love flow through us all, opening 
hearts and inspiring us to bring 
healing to our common home.

Scan the QR code  
to discover our  
prayer resource.

Pray

Above: “Water is life.” Defending the Guapinol 
river in Honduras.

Our common home
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Meet Katia from Brazil. She  
now lives in the UK volunteering  
with our Latin American and 
Caribbean team.

Why do you volunteer?  
“CAFOD and its partners, and 
supporters of course, work with many 
churches in Brazil, helping people who 
deserve to live better.”

With us, you can volunteer in an 
area close to your heart.  

Is it easy to join?  
“I signed up to be a volunteer and after 
two weeks, Fulvio (from the volunteer’s 
team) contacted me.” 

You can easily join by scanning  
the QR code. Then we’ll contact you  
to answer any questions and to get 
you started.

What do you do?  
“I started to support the Latin 
American and the Caribbean team 
with transcribing and translating 
interviews, in Portuguese from 
Brazilian partners. That is very 
important for me because CAFOD’s 
mission is very linked with my 
Christian vocation.”

Share your skills with our team – you 
can do so much! Volunteer in your 

Volunteer in a role 
you love

Volunteering

parish, in the office or just simply ask 
and we’ll find a role you will enjoy best.

Fancy joining Katia and 
the volunteer team?
We’d love you to join our team! 
You can meet new people, share 
your skills and work with us to 
create a better world. 

Scan the QR code  
or go online at  
cafod.org.uk/volunteer



Playing netball at Bungwe 
secondary school
Maggie’s school can only host netball 
matches because the water pump 
provides taps and showers.

“When you have fun you stop thinking 
about other issues, you’re just in your 
zone of being happy.” Maggie, 16.

This Family Fast Day, you’ll hear 
about how your donations are 
helping children in Rushinga, 
northern Zimbabwe. Here students 
miss lessons fetching water and 
lack food at school. But you are 
supporting the community in 
creating generational change.

Delivering babies at the clinic
“During the delivery, it’s now very easy 
for the nurses because you supported 
us by installing solar-water pump 
systems.” Yeukayi, 45, care worker. 

Before the pump, the clinic had no 
water. Midwives can wash their hands 
and equipment without needing 
to collect water, or asking pregnant 
mothers to bring water to the clinic.

14

Just one 
water pump  
helps  
an entire 
community
Here’s how... 



Your donation can 
make a big impact 
by helping an  
entire community.

Give

Growing vegetables in  
school gardens
Students can now grow vegetables to 
eat at school thanks to the new water 
system (right). Now, they have energy 
to learn.

“My favourite vegetable is beetroot!” 
Tayla, 12. 

15

Drinking water at Bungwe 
primary school
“My parents taught me: if we help 
other people, we get a lot of blessings 
from God.” Tayla, 12 (below left). 

Tayla carried heavy buckets of water 
gruelling distances before school.

Now, with the pump, she can drink 
water at school and focus on her studies.

Many children still go to school 
without water. But parents like 
Joyce have plans to help them 
thrive. Will you help?

Continue the 
story with 
more students

Family Fast Day appeal

“�So many times my 
children missed school 
because they were 
fetching water.”  
Joyce, Zimbabwe 
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Picture this

This page: Tayla and Chief picking 
vegetables from their school’s garden. 
The students used the water from 
their new solar pump to start growing 
a variety of nutritious crops.
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Barriers to freedom:  
A Palestinian Christian 
lawyer speaks out

18
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Faith in action

Thousands of miles from the West Bank, part of the occupied 
Palestinian territory, in our office in London, Dalia speaks 
about the responsibility of being a Christian Palestinian, a 
woman and a human rights lawyer in Bethlehem. 

“You advocate for the rights of 
women in a patriarchal society, under 
occupation, and you advocate for the 
rights of your community – the last 
remaining Palestinian Christians in the 
land that brought Christianity to the 
entire world,” says Dalia.

Dalia promotes human rights and 
international law, fighting for justice in 
the Holy Land with your support. She 
is the founder of Balasan Initiative for 
Human Rights. An organisation run  
by Christian Palestinian women 
using the law to seek justice for our 
sisters and brothers in the occupied 
Palestinian territory.

In the West Bank, Palestinians face 
daily restrictions and violence from 
Israeli settlers and military forces. This 
includes checkpoints. And checkpoints 
are everywhere. They are a daily reality 
for all Palestinians.

“We have many new checkpoints 
which means it is inevitable for 
Palestinians to have to cross a 
checkpoint to go to work, university or 
to school,” Dalia explains. 

These barriers are not just an 
inconvenience, they can be deeply 
traumatic. 

“Women are specifically targeted by 
the Israeli soldiers at the checkpoints,” 
says Dalia. “They are humiliated. They 
are beaten up, assaulted, physically 
and psychologically. We have reports 
of sexual harassment and strip 
searches at the Israeli checkpoints.”

“�Many of the young women 
who are going to their 
university cannot tell their 
parents that they were 
beaten or sexually violated 
or harassed at a checkpoint, 
because their parents will 
not allow them to go to the 
university anymore because 
they don’t want them to go 
through this again.”

But a better world needs all of us – 
to speak out when human beings are 
being harmed.

And you help Dalia raise her voice. 
Your donations help her fight for 
human rights across the occupied 
Palestinian territory. You support 
Balasan’s research and advocacy, 
helping document the realities facing 
Palestinian Christians and promote 
human rights internationally. 

Back in London, Dalia explains  
the urgency of her visit: to meet with 
MPs, present evidence of human 
rights violations, and warn of the 
dramatic decline of the Christian 
Palestinian community. 

Bethlehem – where Dalia works – is 
now almost completely surrounded 
by illegal Israeli settlements. 
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More stories from the  
Holy Land this Advent… 

For our neighbours who have lost 
their homes and who are raising 
their children in the midst of a 
conflict, each day can be a struggle. 

This Advent, you can support our 
neighbours in the Holy Land with the 
practical help they’ll need through 
the winter.

Sign up to our emails  
to be the first to hear 
their story. 

Above: A checkpoint in Palestine.

These are Israeli communities 
built on occupied land. They 
are considered illegal under 
international law and one of the 
main barriers preventing progress 
towards a more just and peaceful 
future. In June 2026, Israeli settlers 
attacked the Christian Palestinian 
town of Taybeh, setting fire to 
farmland, destroying property and 
firing on civilians.

Dalia urges us to use our voice 
to raise attention to the situation 
“before we have no Christians left.”

We are listening and speaking 
out, and you can too.
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Marian appeal

How are 
women 
leading 
the way on 
overcoming 
poverty?  

In Sierra Leone, women and girls in 
rural communities often miss out on 
going to school due to poverty and 
discrimination. Work can be hard to 
find without an education – and this 
can trap women in poverty. 

And according to UN Women,  
one in ten women worldwide lives  
in poverty. That’s why we stand  
with experts like Fatima working  
with women on topics like finance  
and literacy. 

With your donations, Fatima helps 
run a project supporting women to 
save, start small businesses and learn 
how to write. 

And the change gets passed  
down generations. 

“Now we are seeing women learning 
to write their names and teaching their 
children to read,” Fatima said.

Women here are now thriving. With 
help from the projects you support, 
many women have secured work to 
earn a living. This money goes towards 
their children’s school fees, the next 
generation of women. 

*�Kambia District Development and 
Rehabilitation Organisation

“�Women are being  
leaders, making decisions, 
standing up and talking 
without fear.”  
Fatima, Sierra Leone, from our local 

partner KADDRO* 

Donate today to help 
women and girls reach 
their potential.

Donate

Thousands of women overcome poverty 
with adult lessons in life-changing 
numeracy and literacy skills.
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Giving in 
memory

Asking for charity donations instead of 
flowers is common at funerals and offers 
a way for people to remember their 
loved ones.  

We are always honoured to receive 
donations from funeral collections and 
acknowledge these special gifts with 
a handwritten condolence card and 
prayer card to the next of kin. Your loved 
one’s name will then be included in our 
Book of Remembrance, which is blessed 
during our Memorial Mass in November. 

By 
Maggie 
Mairura

If you would like to 
know more about 
giving in memory of 
a loved one, visit our 

website or contact me, Maggie, by 
phone 020 7095 5348 or by email 
remembrance@cafod.org.uk  
I am here to help.

Give

“�When mum died, we 
decided to have family 
flowers only and thought 
about a collection to a 
charity. Mum was a great 
supporter of CAFOD so 
it seemed only right that 
we should ask family 
and friends to donate to 
CAFOD in her memory, 
and it gave us comfort 
knowing she would be 
remembered in this way, 
helping others as she had 
always done throughout 
her life.” Angela, UK 
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Walk beside us, Lord

Prayer

Walk beside us, Lord,
in the cool of the day,
in the garden you have created
as our common home.

Walk beside us, Lord,
as the cries of the forest
pierce the dawn,
and flames rip through
our common home.

Grant us courage, Lord,
as we walk beside all those
who struggle to protect
our common home.

Grant us hope, Lord,
and the vision to walk dark paths
in the light of a single sunbeam.

Grant us grace, Lord,
to put the flourishing of all people 
and the wonder of your creation 
at the heart of all we do,
as we strive to be guardians 
of our common home. 

St Francis, pray for us. 

Prayer: Linda Jones/CAFOD
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The United Nations climate 
change conference, COP31, is 
taking place in a few months in 
Türkiye. But a smaller international 
meeting is also making big waves. 
And here’s why we’re excited.  

Earlier this year, the city of Santa Marta, 
in Colombia, hosted 57 countries in 
the First Conference on Transitioning 
Away from Fossil Fuels. This meeting 
gave countries space to look more 
closely at the practical steps needed to 
transition away from coal, oil and gas. 

Indigenous leaders and non-profit 
groups – including many of the groups 
and individuals we work with – joined 
the meeting to speak with decision 
makers. This was an important 
opportunity to make sure UN processes 
are grounded in human rights and the 
protection of local communities.

A milestone for the Church 
An important moment happened for 
our Catholic community just before the 
summit. The bishops’ conferences of 
Latin America, Africa, and Asia released a 
joint “Manifesto for Our Common Home.”  

This manifesto shows unity. It 
reminds leaders that energy policy 
must serve the dignity of the human 

person and the protection of the most 
vulnerable. 

Bishop Juan Carlos Barreto of 
Soacha, Colombia, who was involved in 
the development of the manifesto and 
the Santa Marta conference, says:

“�The Catholic Church is 
concerned about these 
issues because we start 
from the perspective of 
creation theology. God 
created this world for us to 
care for it, not to destroy it. 
This is why many Catholic 
leaders have gathered here 
in Santa Marta.” 

How a historic coal town 
in Colombia is supporting 
the green transition

A roadmap for justice  
Thanks to climate campaigners  
across the world, governments at the 
Santa Marta conference made the 
following commitments:

Trade measures: Over 50 
countries agreed to work 
together on trade policies 
to reduce the use of coal, oil 
and gas. 



Campaigns

Financial reform: Countries 
will consider financial 
changes to tackle debt 
issues and reduce subsidies 
that keep fossil fuels in use. 

Steering committee: A 
voluntary group was set  
up to continue the work  
and connect it to wider 
climate efforts. 

As COP31 approaches, an important 
question remains: can the political 
ambition in Santa Marta influence the 
climate talks in Türkiye? 

With you, we can help keep the 
momentum of change made in the 
Santa Marta meeting to shape COP31.  

But we need your support! Please 
register here to receive updates on our 
plans for COP31.

Scan to register 
for updates on our 
campaigning and 
advocacy work, 
including COP31.

Register today

This page: Colombian 
Indigenous groups from 
the Sierra Nevada de 
Santa Marta are at risk  
from the climate crisis  
and armed conflict  
in Colombia.

25
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“�My faith drives me 
to keep on working.” 
Ruwadzano, Zimbabwe 
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In Rushinga, north of Zimbabwe, I put your donations into action. 
Your support helps me work alongside communities who walk  
miles each day for water. To share the impact of your generosity,  
I’ve answered a few questions about my work.

What do you do?
I’m the monitoring and evaluation 
officer in Zimbabwe. My role involves 
ensuring we make an impact in the 
community. Monitoring all projects, 
the outcomes and the outputs. 

Seeing transformation in the 
communities is what really makes me 
happy, seeing those who do not have 
access to water just get water. It’s a life 
changing impact to them.

What was it like growing up?
I grew up seeing women carrying 
buckets of water, walking long 
distances to fetch water, because I 
lived in a rural community. It made me 
feel very sad because I realised that 
they were walking long distances, and 
you’d see some of them were really 
tired from carrying water. 

My father inspired me. He was a 
nurse and health professional. So, I 
would see a lot of people coming to us 
for help from him.

Why does lack of water  
affect girls?
The challenge of collecting water 
affects the girl’s attendance in school, 
and even participation in school. 
Before they go to school, the girls 
have to fetch water. And then in some 
instances, they fetch water to actually 
carry to school to use at the school.

How do you address  
these challenges?
We have been installing solar water 
pipe schemes, which benefit the 
community, the schools, the clinics. 
Our help is ensuring that women and 
girls have access to water. And not just 
any water, but safe and clean water.

How do you work with  
the community? 
They do everything, they manage 
everything. They’ll do the trenching 
piping, everything that needs to be 
done with the contractor they will 
choose. The community ownership of 
the solar water-pipe schemes starts 
from the beginning.

Why is faith important to you? 
I am Catholic. I always pray before I 
leave for work. I pray in the evening. 
When it’s difficult for me, I pray. My 
faith drives me to keep on working 
because I believe that each and every 
one of us has a purpose. 

Do you have a message  
to share?
For girls around the world, believe in 
yourself. And remember, where you’re 
from does not define who you become.

Opposite: From left to right: Ruwadzano 
and Mationesa Vheremu, a community 
leader in Zimbabwe.

Faith in action
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Every day, your support is helping 
make the world a better place. In 
Plateau State, Nigeria, your gifts 
recently helped our local partners 
and their communities construct 
boreholes, complete with solar-
powered water pumps, so families will 
have safe water for years to come.

“We gather, not only to commission 
boreholes but also to celebrate life, 
to celebrate hope and the power of 
unity,” said Father Basil Kassam, who 
is the co-ordinator for our local partner 
organisation, as he officially opened 
the boreholes.

“This occasion reminds us that when 
we work together across communities, 
across faiths, across nations, we can 
overcome the challenges that divide us 
and build a future that sustains us all. 

For many years, our people have 
lived with the daily burden of unsafe 
and unreliable sources of water. 

Mothers and children walk long 
distances in search of water. 

Families face illnesses caused by 
contaminated sources. 

But today, we are witnessing a 
turning point with this borehole that 
we will commission here.

Clean water will flow closer to  
our homes. 

Children can spend more time  
in school. 

Families can enjoy better health and 
our communities can grow stronger in 
peace and cooperation.”

You may have already seen this 
story if you played our Summer Raffle 
– if you won, your prizes are in the post! 
Thank you so much for your support.

Water of life
This page: Celebrating a new 
solar water pump thanks to your 
support, in Plateau State, Nigeria.

Faith in action
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Jubilee

Jubilee for schools:  
A legacy of hope
The joyful renewal of Jubilee 2025, 
Pilgrims of Hope, continues to live  
in Catholic schools across England  
and Wales. 

Staff, pupils, and their families take 
forward the Jubilee mission of faith, 
hope and action, placing young people 
at the heart of the Church’s call to help 
build a more compassionate world.

Last year, thousands of banners were 
displayed on school gates, sharing our 
commitment to ‘working together for 
a better world’, a joyful witness to local 
communities. You may have spotted 
one! Hundreds of thousands of prayer 
cards were distributed, uniting school 
communities on their journey of faith. 

Over 2,000 Catholic schools made a 
Jubilee Pledge to be agents of change, 
working for justice, love and peace both 
locally and globally. And we’re pleased 
to see the commitment continues! 

School communities are building a 
fairer world, where every person, and the 
Earth can flourish. Care for our Common 
Home is central to this ongoing legacy 
of the Jubilee with the pledge stating:

“We are good stewards of the earth, 
knowing that the earth’s gifts are for 
everyone, not just for a privileged few.”

This page: Students in the UK celebrate  
the Jubilee Year pledging to live out  
Catholic Social Teaching.



Kidz Zone

Get your colours ready!
Colour in St Francis and 
then find the hidden 
words in the word search.

Words to find:
CARE
CLIMATE
CREATION
HOPE
JUSTICE

LIFE
NATURE
PEACE
ST FRANCIS
WATER

L
T
D
D
W
A
T
E
R
S

C
J
U
S
T
I
C
E
G
T

A
N
E
I
I
R
W
C
I
F

R
C
J
N
A
T
U
R
E
R

E
L
L
I
F
E
G
E
F
A

B
I
C
C
R
V
H
A
D
N

F
M
C
C
J
X
O
T
B
C

R
A
E
X
M
P
P
I
D
I

V
T
P
E
A
C
E
O
J
S

W
E
A
J
J
U
V
N
D
V

Did you know St Francis loved animals? Legend says 
he even got a wolf to live in peace with humans.
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Find this sleepy mouse 

hidden somewhere in 

the magazine
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cafod.org.uk

Advent calendars milk & 
dark chocolate £5.50 each

Cheerful children’s stocking 
£25

Discover new arrivals and festive favourites.  
Browse early and be inspired for the season ahead. 

A World Gift can make the world of difference. To find out more and 
explore our full list of gifts please visit worldgifts.cafod.org.uk

A little Christmas inspiration 
starts here

Christmas cards (4 different 
designs) £4 for a pack

Winter 
warmth 
£33

Chocolate coins milk 
and dark £3 each


