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Children’s liturgy: Second Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

Preparation of the worship space
Colour: purple
Props: coloured pens and pencils
Song suggestions
O come, o come Emmanuel (111, Laudate)
On Jordan’s bank, the Baptist’s cry (94, Laudate)
Welcome
We are still in the special time of Advent when we get ready to celebrate the coming of Jesus. Today we are going to look at our lives and try to change them for the better, so that we are ready.
Opening prayer
God of love, help us always to try to do the right thing, even when we find it hard, so that we are ready when Jesus comes. Amen.
First reading: Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm: Psalm 71:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
Gospel acclamation: everyone stands and sings the acclamation together.
Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12

At that time John the Baptist came to the desert of Judah and started preaching. “Turn away from your sins,” he said, “because the Kingdom of heaven is near!” John was the man the prophet Isaiah was talking about when he said:
“Someone is shouting in the desert,
‘Prepare a way for the Lord;
make a straight path for him to travel!’”
John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair; he wore a leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. People came to him from Jerusalem, from the whole province of Judea, and from all the country near the River Jordan. They confessed their sins, and he baptised them in the Jordan.
When John saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to him to be baptised, he said to them, “You snakes – who told you that you could escape from the punishment God is about to send? Do those things that will show that you have turned from your sins. And don’t think that you can escape punishment by saying that Abraham is your ancestor. I tell you that God can take these stones and make descendants for Abraham! The axe is ready to cut down the trees at the roots; every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown in the fire. I baptise you with water to show that you have repented, but the one who will come after me will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. He is much greater than I am; and I am not good enough even to carry his sandals. He has his winnowing shovel with him to thresh out all the grain. He will gather his wheat into his barn, but he will burn the chaff in a fire that never goes out.”
(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation® and used with permission, see details below*)
Gospel reflection
What do you remember from today’s reading?
Today we heard a story about John the Baptist. John told everybody that Jesus was coming and that they needed to get ready. 
What did you hear about John in the reading – where was he, what was he wearing, what did he eat?
John warns the people coming to be baptised that they need to say sorry for the things that they have done wrong and change their lives for the better. This will help them to be ready for Jesus. 
Do you think there are things in your life you could do better? Are you always helpful? Do you always share? Do you listen well to others? Do you try to cheer people up when they are sad? Do you let everyone join in your games?
Say sorry quietly to God now in prayer, for the times you have done things that you know you shouldn’t have.
Pause for a few moments to let the children pray. 
When we say sorry, it means that we will try to do better next time. If we change our own lives for the better and try to do the right things, we can help to make the world a happier place for other people too.
John the Baptist lived at the time of Jesus. He had great faith and set an example for everyone of how to live a good life. 
Can you think of any other people living today or in history who showed great faith and how to live a good life?
This week, perhaps we can try to be brave like John the Baptist and speak up for what we believe in. We can say sorry when we get things wrong and we can try to do better next time.
How are you going to change your life for the better this Advent? Will you speak up when you see something that is unfair? Will you help others when they are in need? Will you share?
Intercessions: You may want to ask the children to offer their own prayers or you can use the suggestions below.
Together we ask for God’s help as we prepare this Advent:
We pray for all world leaders: that they may use their power wisely and to make life better for their people. Lord, in your mercy… 
We pray for our parish, family and friends: that we may take a look at our lives and change for the better, so that the world is a happier and fairer place for all people. Lord, in your mercy… 
In this Jubilee Year, we pray that we may be signs of hope in our world through all that we do and how we treat one another. Lord, in your mercy… 
Closing prayer
God of life, we give thanks for all those people who are kind to us. Help us to be the best people that we can be as we wait for the coming of your Son Jesus. Amen.
Activity suggestions
Invite the children to colour in the illustration on the activity sheet – the children in the picture are changing their lives for the better by helping other people. Encourage the children to do the other activities on the sheet either in the liturgy or at home.
Invite the children in pairs to act out an example of sharing, helping someone, including/welcoming someone, or speaking up against something unfair. This can help them to think about the different things that they could do during Advent.
Remind the children to share all that they have heard and thought about in the liturgy today with the people at home. Encourage them to do at least one thing in the next week to help others, so that they can show they are tyring to get ready for the arrival of Jesus by changing their lives for the better.





*Gospel passage taken from:
Good News Translation® (Today’s English Version, Second Edition)
© 1992 American Bible Society. All rights reserved.
Anglicisation © The British and Foreign Bible Society 1976, 1994, 2004. The copyright for the derivative work of Anglicisation pertains only to the text within the Good News Translation (GNT) that British and Foreign Bible Society adapted for British literary usage, consistent with Section 103(b) of the United States Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 103(b). 

Bible text from the Good News Translation (GNT) is not to be reproduced in copies or otherwise by any means except as permitted in writing by American Bible Society, 101 North Independence Mall East, FL 8, Philadelphia, PA 19106 (www.americanbible.org).                     
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For more children’s liturgy resources and illustrations see cafod.org.uk/childrensliturgy 

CAFOD is the official aid agency of the Catholic Church in England and Wales and part of Caritas International. 
Charity no 1160384 and a company limited by guarantee no 09387398
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A better world needs all of us
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