
This is not accurate. Traditional varieties are highly adaptable, 
responding to field conditions year by year. It can take up to 10 years 
to develop a ‘drought tolerant’ variety in a commercial breeding 
context.

We should not be aiming for increased use of inputs: they can 
be environmentally damaging, contribute to climate change 
and smallholder farmers often cannot afford them.

This is not accurate. Traditional varieties are highly 
responsive to better agronomic methods, particularly 
soil quality management.

CAFOD’s report shows that modern varieties often do not meet farmer 
demand. In particular, they rarely meet the priorities of women farmers.

CAFOD’s report shows that commercial seeds are often not available, and 
even when they are, they are too expensive for many farmers.

CAFOD received this letter from the UK government in response 
to our Fix the Food System campaign. We are pleased that the 
government has engaged with our campaign and is listening to 
our concerns. Unfortunately, we do not agree with everything in 
this letter. Below in red you can see CAFOD’s reaction on specific 
policy points. 

https://cafod.org.uk/about-us/policy-and-research/food-systems-and-agriculture/how-the-world-bank-harms-poor-farmers
https://cafod.org.uk/about-us/policy-and-research/food-systems-and-agriculture/how-the-world-bank-harms-poor-farmers


We agree that  systems that enable farmers to access seeds that meet 
their needs are essential. But seed certification laws often make it 
impossible for farmers to access traditional or local varieties. That’s why 
we’re calling for support for farmer-led seed systems.

Where national law and international treaties 
are in conflict, we call on governments to uphold 
the International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture. This Treaty 
should also take precedence over UPOV91 and 
demands in trade agreements for convergence 
on intellectual property rules. 

They may not have a specific 
stated policy but the impact of 
their actions and the 
conditions on their loans has 
the effect of restricting farmers’ 
choices.
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