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Holy Week: A harvest of peace
Opening prayer
God of Gethsemane,
you chose the tree of suffering
which would bring us new life.
May its roots grow deep within us,
inspiring us to seek justice
so all people may flourish
in the garden of your grace.
Amen.

Scripture (Matthew 21:1-11)
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 

This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,
“Say to the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
    humble, and mounted on a donkey,
    on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them.  Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”  

And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?”  And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”

Reflection 
There were perhaps two processions into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. New Testament scholars Marcus J. Borg and John Dominic Crossan suggest that as Jesus was entering the city of Jerusalem by the east gate, Pilate was entering by a different gate in another part of the city. 

Pilate’s procession would have been a striking display of state and military power, with soldiers and war horses. A warning perhaps, as the people celebrated their liberation from oppression at Passover, that they should not resist Rome’s control.

By contrast, the carpenter’s son from Nazareth rides in on a borrowed donkey. Matthew reminds us that this is in fulfilment of Zechariah’s promise of the king in David’s line: the king who will come riding a colt and banish the weapons of war, proclaiming peace to the nations.
 
On his way to carry out the saving work of the cross, Jesus once again shows the true power of non-violence and love. As we journey with Jesus in his final days, may we, through our holy lives, seek to bring God’s healing and reconciliation to our world.
 
For discussion
Can you imagine what it would have been like to be among Jesus’ disciples on Palm Sunday? What would it have felt like?
What do you have to offer the Lord? How can you walk with Jesus in this Holy Week?
How can we contribute to making our world a more just and peaceful place?
Closing prayer
Humble Saviour,
walk with us this Holy Week, 
and grant us the grace 
and courage to walk with you. 
Amen.










For more prayer resources, including daily Lent reflections see cafod.org.uk/prayers
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