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Foreword

Welcome to your latest issue
of Side by Side.

This year, we joined the rest of the Church in welcoming Pope Leo XIV, who greeted
us with the words, “Peace be with you all.” He has made clear that he intends to
continue on the path of the late Pope Francis, whose encyclical, Laudato Si', was
issued ten years ago. Francis’ call for us to heed “the cry of the earth and the cry of
the poor” which is at the heart of CAFOD’s work.

| was moved by the many touching responses made by those who donated to our

Pope Francis Candlelight Fund. We've listened to feedback from Candlelight Fund
supporters and made improvements so that all donations given in memory of your
loved ones can form a lasting tribute to them. You can read more on pl2.

Pope Leo inherited leadership of this Jubilee Year dedicated to hope, which he
called “a time of conversion and renewal” in one of his first addresses. It is the call of
this season — beginning on 1 September. It's a time of sustained prayer and action,
lasting a month and four days, and is a special moment to deepen our relationship
with God, our neighbour and the earth.

“By working together,” Pope Leo added, each person can help “build a world in
which everyone can lead an authentically human life in truth, justice and peace”.

It's a call to build a better world. Thank you, our amazing supporters, as you help us
to reach towards that goal in so many ways. In this issue we celebrate commmunities
coming together, from women building water tanks in Ethiopia to young people
campaigning for debt justice at Flame 2025, the Catholic festival for young people
held at the Ovo Wembley Arena in London earlier this year.

From the stage at Flame, CAFOD partner Brian Maeba told the 10,000-strong crowd
about the challenges that young people face in Kenya, and how he helps them
make a living through sustainable agriculture and financial training. “I stand before
you today with a message of hope, faith, and unwavering determination,” he said

as he called on our young people to be unstoppable in their faith and commitment.
A truly inspiring message to hear.

Best wishes

Christine Allen
CAFOD Director



From drought to thriving:
Lokho's Lenten story of hope

This Lent, your generosity
together with the strength

of an incredible community

in northern Kenya proved
something very powerful: That
we can build a better world,
but it will take all of us.

Your life-saving response

When we shared Lokho's story you

acted with faith, love and togetherness.

Like true neighbours, you donated,
fundraised and walked to raise more
than £2.5 million.

The compassion you've shown by
donating will have a real and lasting
impact on communities like Lokho's
—where our partners have provided
‘shade nets’ to grow plentiful food
protected from the harsh sun.

Lokho's story

Your neighbour Lokho lives in Marsabit,
a region in northern Kenya affected
by drought. She lived for 40 months
without rain. That's over three years.

Lokho's livestock died and her
crops failed.

She had difficulty feeding her family,
but she never lost hope:

“I pray for a better life in which to
raise my children. | rely on God.”

Something remarkable
came to life

Lokho's strength, and the strength
of her neighbours, helped create
something wonderful. Your Family
Fast Day donations paid for shade
nets, which the women use to grow
food even in harsh conditions. With
guidance from Wakera, an agriculture
expert working with CAFOD, they
learned to protect their crops from
extreme heat and wild animals,
allowing them to eat, sell vegetables
and save for the future.

“I feel like I'm safe and secure,” Lokho
told us. “My good neighbours have the
habit of helping one another. Tender
hearts encourage sharing to survive.”

A faith built around acts

This Lent as we prayed, donated,
walked in the rain, we were not alone
—whether physically, or spiritually,
our acts of generosity brought us all
closer together.

Lokho told us about a drought
almost too difficult to imagine and
the amazing shade net... but her story
was about the greatest safety net:
one another.

“l pray for a better life in .
which to raise my children.”




Your kindness

Your kind donations helped
communities like Lokho's to thrive.
Lokho and her community never lost
hope — even in the most difficult times.

It is important to know that the hope
the people had, flourished. It became
a plan. It became hard work. It became
action. It became joy: the joy of being
able to feed your family, to grow a little
extra, to sell something and to be able
to save for the future.

Thank you. Your kind donations
throughout Lent showed that we can
build a better world —together.

Lent Appeal

Give
Please support your
neighbours like Lokho
to build better lives
for their families and
their communities, by starting a
monthly gift today.

This page: Lokho (left) speaking
with Wakera, an agriculture expert
from Caritas Marsabit



Peace with creation:;
The Season of Creation
in a Jubilee Year

Each year, from 1 September to 4
October, Christians around the world
join in celebrating the Season of
Creation. It is a chance to give thanks
for creation, to seek forgiveness for
the damage that has been done and
to recommit ourselves to caring for
and protecting our common home,
the earth.

A call to hope

In this Jubilee Year we are asked to be
Pilgrims of Hope. As we reflect on the
2025 theme of “peace with creation”,
we hear the call to care for creation as a
call to hope.

The theme comes from Isaiah

3214-18. The prophet begins with

a portrayal of a desolate creation,
wounded by human injustice. Yet there
is hope that creation will find peace and
flourish when justice is restored.

Hope in action

At CAFOD, we witness this hope in
action every day.

We see this active hope in
communities working to protect our
common home. In Rupali and Dristy, in
Bangladesh. The mother and daughter
farm in harmony with the environment
and try to protect their homes and land

This page: Dristy, 12,

lives with her mother,
Rupali, and her father
in an eco-village in

southern Bangladesh.




from extreme weather caused by the
climate crisis.

We witness it in young people
leading change. Such as Orquidea *
who we work with in the Colombian
Amazon. She says: “My faith is what
helps me and gives me strength to
get up every day and take care of our
common home".

And it's demonstrated by people
like you, coming together to pray and
work for a better world. In the hundreds
of parishes and schools who have
received the LiveSimply award. In those
campaigning for debt justice. And in
those giving generously to support
communities to mitigate the impact of
climate change.

A better world needs all of us

This year we also celebrate the 10th
anniversary of Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’
and 800 years of Saint Francis of Assisi's
“The Canticle of the Sun.” As we reflect
on their words , we can listen deeply

to their call to renew our relationship
with God, with one another, and with

all of creation.

As Pope Francis wrote in Laudato Si',
“Everyone’s talents and involvement are
needed to redress the damage caused
by human abuse of God's creation”.
(Laudato Si’14).

In this Season of Creation, may the
Spirit be poured upon us so we can
work together for justice and to care for
our common home.

“Untll the Spirit is poured upon us from on hlgh and the



A Legacy of love

Pope Francis never sought the
spotlight. Through quiet courage and
radical compassion, he transformed

it —shining it on people and places the

world often overlooks.
He leaves a legacy rooted in a more

open Church, one that is more merciful

and more outward-looking.
Throughout his papacy, Pope
Francis reminded us what it means
to live out the Gospel. In all his Papal
pronouncements, he emphasised
simplicity and dialogue over division
and status.
As CAFOD's Director Christine Allen
reflected: “Pope Francis’ passion was
to withess to God's love, which for

This page: Pope Francis

Opposite: Habemus
Papam - Pope Leo XIV

him meant challenging economic
and climate injustice in the highest
corridors of power.”

Yet, his legacy is not only what he
leaves behind, but how we choose to
carry it forward.

Together.

Legacy through service
and solidarity

There are countless acts that showed
how he placed marginalised people
at the centre. He washed the feet

of prisoners!, visited refugee camps,
and stood with those that others had

1 https://youtube/3yU0-BgBXD8

2 Thevisit to Lesbos in 2016 is an

example here.



forgotten.? These powerful and moving
actions were the Church as a servant —
rooted in humility and justice.

This spirit ran through Laudato S/,
his call to care for creation. In it, he
reminded us that “the cry of the Earth
and the cry of the poor” are one and the
same. It was a bold vision: of a world
where economy, ecology and human
dignity are deeply connected.

He also called us into a ‘culture of
encounter’ where we should take time
to listen before judging and to act with
compassion. His leadership was one
that built peace, fostered dialogue and
protected the dignity of all.

The hope we carry forward

Pope Francis's legacy continues not in
words alone, but in the lives it inspires:
in the acts of kindness, in the courage
to speak out, in the hope that a better
world is possible.

Legacies

As Pope Leo said in his Address to
the College of Cardinals in May 2025,
“Let us take up this precious legacy and
continue on the journey.”

So to a new chapter. And we're all
invited to reflect on the legacy Pope
Francis leaves and on our own legacies.

Through the choices we all make
now, our love can endure.




Jubilee Year: Pledging
to build a better worla

Back in January, we celebrated the launch of the Jubilee Year.

A flurry of activity saw communities
across the nations come together
to mark the start of this landmark
moment in the Catholic Church.

Pope Francis called on us to be
Pilgrims of Hope; to build a better world
for everyone, experiencing the joy which
comes from taking action together.

Signs of hope in schools

And schools have taken action, from
creating Jubilee icons, displaying
banners, fundraising during Lent,
taking part in Jubilee workshops

with CAFOD volunteers, organising
cross-town pilgrimage walks, to taking
the Jubilee debt campaign action.

But in the summer, Catholic schools
went even further. Hundreds of
schools made their Jubilee Pledges,
committing to be ‘signs of hope’
standing in solidarity with commmunities
experiencing poverty.

Children and young people all over
England and Wales came together to
reflect on their journey so far and make
their promise to advance justice and
harmony locally, nationally, and globally.

A time of conversion and renewal

Pope Leo XV said:

“My ministry has begun in
the heart of a Jubilee Year, '
devoted in a particular '
way to hope. It is a time of '
conversion and renewal.”

A better world needs all of us.
These Jubilee Pledges symbolise hope
and renewal and are whole school,
long-term commitments to take
concrete actions to build a fairer world,
just as Pope Francis asked us, and
Pope Leo calls us, to do.

The Jubilee Pledge: We are pilgrims of hope. We walk in solidarity
with our sisters and brothers worldwide, sharing challenges and
celebrating joys. We promise to be agents of change, working
together for justice, love and peace, locally and globally. We want to
build a fairer world, where every person, and the earth, can flourish.

Opposite: Pupils of St Mary's Roman Catholic High School, Herefordshire



5 ways for parishes and schools to join together

It's not too late to get involved! Check out our 5 ways for parishes and
schools to join together in this Jubilee Year:

2.

Pledge together
Prepare a joint Jubilee Pledge with your school and celebrate this together.

Intergenerational Jubilee pilgrimage

Invite schools and parishioners to be part of a pilgrimage — walk between
school and church, in school grounds or the local park. Share Jubilee
prayer stations along the way.

Jubilee fundraising
Organise a joint fundraiser for Family Fast Day or raise money for
World Gifts together this autumn.

Jubilee Mass
Celebrate the Jubilee Year with a special Sunday Mass in the parish and
invite the local school community to participate.

Joint campaign action
Take joint action on the debt crisis by joining the Jubilee Debt Campaign
together.

Find out more: Jubilee-schools.org.uk




Candlelight Funds

As a loving tribute to Pope Francis,
we set up a Candlelight Fund for our
beloved Holy Father who inspired so
much of our work.

A Candlelight Fund is a special fund
in memory of a loved one who has
died, where donations can be made in
their memory.

So many people left messages
and lit virtual candles, a new feature
introduced to candlelight funds
recently. Pupils fromm Good Shepherd
Primary in Coventry said:

“We hope you are filled with Jesus’
love in heaven. We will remember all
of the wonderful things you taught
us about how to care for our brothers
and sisters in need and how to care
for our planet.”

Give

Gilly’s fund

David and his parents, from Lancashire,
have a fund for his twin sister Gilly who
was only 20 years old when she died.

“My Mum loves lighting candles for
family, so to be able to do this for our
Gilly, is very special indeed.”

Left: Gilly

If you would like to find out more about Candlelight Funds, visit
our website or contact me, Maggie, by phone 020 7095 5348 or by
email candlelight@cafod.org.uk, | am here to help.



Faith in Action

What does a better
world mean to you?

All around the world our sisters and brothers are working together toward a brighter
future for their families and the environment. You are also part of this movement of
hope because every action we take keeps us working toward a world full of joy — as
God intended. To feel inspired this summer, we are sharing our neighbour’s thoughts
from all around the world on what a better world means to them.

“A better world needs all

of us,” is a good motto.

It's for peace. It stands for
common understanding.
It's also part of my religion,
and that's good.”

Adi, Ethiopia If everyone just does little things, the

world can be a better place because
“It means we all have a you don't even have to do a lot.”
role to play. For us to have Pupil at St Mary’s RC High School, UK
better communities, for
us to be better people -

each one of us has a role “We are all human. We

to play.” have to think about

Crispen, Zimbabwe humanity, we have to

think about this world, we

“To share that message of have to think about the

hope with one another - environment, so everyone

in outreach, in service, in has the responsibility to

looking for ways to make think about the planet

our world a better place - and humanity.”

gives true life to all of us.” Bimol, Bangladesh

Pope Leo

What does a ‘better world needs all of us’ mean to you? We
invite you to take a moment of reflection to think how you would
answer this question. You can also think about how you play an
important role in making our world a place full of joy.
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Life-saving water -
a plan of action

You are with Waré every step of the way as she brings
life-changing water to her community. Follow her journey
on how she turned her hope into action.

“It was very traumatising. When | was
pregnant, | had to go fetch water in the
mountains. Sometimes | felt so weak |
could fall down, so | worried about my
child,” Waré tells me.

Every day, Waré walked for hours
in the heat while pregnant to collect
water to drink, wash with, and give to
her animals.

Waré is a determined mother who
did everything she could for her family
living through extreme drought in
southern Ethiopia. Growing up here,
Waré experienced predictable rainfall,
animals were plenty and the grass
green. But due to the climate crisis, the

rainy seasons have become shorter,
making the distances women are
travelling to get water much longer.

“We would wake up at around five
in the morning to go searching for
water. Sometimes we would find the
water source empty, and then we'd go
to the next source that we think may
have something.”

Collecting water is not only
exhausting, but it's time-consuming.
It can take five hours just to get water.
Imagine spending over a quarter of
your day — every day - simply getting
water to drink.



Waré was not the only one
experiencing the hard-hitting effects
of extreme drought. Other women in
her community were also walking miles
to an unreliable water source. This is
when she told herself, “Rather than die
sitting, | will stand fighting.” For her
community to thrive, she knew they
needed a water tank close to home.

Enter Abbiott, a water expert who
grew up in the area and returned to
help his community. He teamed up
with Waré, and together they made a
plan to bring water to their community.
Waré and her community spent weeks
planning, digging a huge hole and
creating trenches. And thanks to your
Family Fast Day donations, they were
provided with a water tank designed to
collect every precious drop of rain and
filter it into safe drinking water.

“These water structures hold
150 metres cubed, and they service
more than 300 families in this village,”
says Abbiott.

Now, water is just a tap away,
not miles.

Family Fast Day Appeal

Left: From left to
right: Waré, Dalati,
and water experts
Abbiott and Gadano

Opposite: Waré

Waré tells me, “This water tank was
just constructed recently, and since it was
finished there have been no rains, but
we expect some positive support from it
once there is rain. We are optimistic that
once it is full, it will support us.”

Safe clean water nearby not only
helps communities survive but helps
women like Waré thrive. Rather than
spending hours walking miles to get
water, Waré can focus on other things
that are important to her, like looking
after her goats and helping her
children with schoolwork.

There are more communities just
like Waré's that still don't have a water
source within a mile of their home.
You can help more families get enough
water to see them through dry spells
and find time to build a better future —
because a better world needs all of us.

Give
Go online to find out
how you can help more
women like Waré this
Family Fast Day.
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25 years of hope:
CAFOD and CPL Aromas

This year, CAFOD celebrates 25 years of partnership between
CAFOD and CPL Aromas - a global leader in the fragrance
industry, and a family business led by the Pickthall family.

Beginning with a donation of £7,000 in
September 2000, CAFOD's partnership
with CPL Aromas has grown into
something truly extraordinary, totalling
over £5.6 million. With over 800 staff
across 22 international locations, CPL
Aromas has shown what a united
corporate effort can achieve. Together,
we've supported more than 70
projects that have helped families and
communities grow food, get clean
water, rebuild after disasters, and send
their children to school.

From earthworms to education

In Guatemala, Teresa's life has been
transformed. A midwife, farmer, and
leader of an indigenous women's group,
she lives in a rural area where climate
change made farming unpredictable.
With support from CPL Aromas,
Teresa received training in agroecology
—farming that protects soil, water, and
biodiversity — alongside how to organise
her farmers’ group and how to better
care for her livestock. This helped her
and her group manage savings, work
together effectively, and improve their
harvests. She now grows beans and
papayas and raises pigs, feeding her six
children and boosting her income.

It's been a huge success. Teresa leads
19 families, sharing with them what she’s
learned and encouraging others to build
better lives. Her income helps cover
school fees and household needs.

Teresa hopes more communities
can receive the training she had. With
savings groups and new farming skills,
more indigenous women are gaining
confidence. Teresa is helping her whole
community grow stronger.

Above: Teresa with her papaya crop



Major Gifts

“The relationship between CAFOD and CPL is so very

Running the extra mile

CPL Aromas' support goes beyond
funding. For the past 15 years, CEO Chris
Pickthall and a team of CPL staff have
run the London Marathon for CAFOD.
Together, they've run more than 500
miles to support CAFOD's work.

This year, Chris was joined by Ricardo,
Chloe, Frank, and Kellie — the largest
CPL team yet, raising a total of almost
£45,000 together.

“I'm inspired to run for CAFOD
because it is just a fantastic charity,”
says Chris. “A better world for me means
more fairness and equality. That's the
ethos of our company and our family.”

A shared mission

As we mark this special anniversary, we
say a heartfelt thank you to the Pickthall
family and everyone at CPL Aromas.
Your partnership has made a world
of difference, and we look forward to
continuing this journey together.

If you'd like to know more about
starting a corporate partnership
with CAFOD, email Will at
majorgifts@cafod.org.uk to discuss
how we can work together to build a
better world.

Left: Chris Pickthall, CEO of CPL Aromas Running
for CAFOD at the London Marathon 2025.

CPL Aromas donations over time
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Advent
calendars
(dark & milk)

Featuring Fairtrade dark or milk chocolate and a line of the Christmas story
behind each of the 25 windows, these calendars come with a free 24-page
Christmas story activity book designed to be used every day in Advent.



Nativity tealights £12
Illuminate your home with this
elegant, fair trade Nativity tealight
holder, handmade in Bangladesh,

supporting CAFOD's global mission.

Saints card game set
£6.50

Get ready to play and learn!
Our Saints and their stories
card game set includes playing
cards, an instruction booklet
with rules to play five games
with the cards, as well as bonus
facts and activities — the perfect
gift for a very special day like a
Holy Communion.

CAFOD'’s

W

Christmas cards £4

This beautiful Bethlehem pack of
Christmas cards contains ten cards
with a “Wishing you Joy and Peace
this Christmas” message inside.
More designs to choose from online.

RLD
GIFTS
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The power of solidarity

Across Asia and the Middle East, our local experts continue to
support and stand in solidarity with people that are in the midst of
humanitarian disaster and conflict, thanks to your donations.

Unwavering support in Gaza

At the time of going to print the
humanitarian crisis in Gaza was at
breaking point, with the United
Nations warning of an imminent
famine. Over 477,000 people were
facing catastrophic hunger, and more

than one million were in urgent need
of food. Families were fleeing their
homes, while the ongoing blockade
was preventing life-saving aid from
getting through.

Thanks to your unwavering support
—the local organisations we work with



in Gaza are continuing to operate in

an extremely dangerous environment.
The main medical centre run by Caritas
Jerusalem was closed due to safety
concerns and damaged at the start of
the crisis in 2023. Despite relentless
bombardment and severe restrictions,
the team rebuilt and successfully
reopened the centre in May. It provides
primary healthcare services, such as
maternal healthcare and malnutrition
advice, as well as training health staff
to be deployed around Gaza to reach
people who cannot access other
health services.

It is thanks to your donations that
this work has happened.

A CAFOD partner running a
community kitchen said:

“I'am glad that our community
kitchen is still producing some meals.
It's poor nutritionally due to lack of
supplies, but better than nothing.

“It's real starvation — they try to call
it other things to make it sound better
but no, all of us in Gaza are hungry.”

Working with our partners over the
long-term has given them the support
they need to continue to reach the
most vulnerable communities.

One Palestinian partner said: “We
deeply value the partnership we have
built over the years, and we take great
pride in the cooperation and mutual
trust that has grown between us.”

Elizabeth Funnell, Programme
Representative for the Middle East
said: “CAFOD's demands remain
unchanged since the start of this crisis:
an immediate ceasefire, unrestricted
aid at scale, and a halt to UK arms sales
to Israel.”

Emergency update

Your donations have
helped to provide:

800,000

people with food parcels

9,000

people with healthcare

30,000

people with bedding or supplies
to help repair damaged buildings

30,000

families with cash assistance
so that they can buy what is
needed for their families

7,000

people with support for their
mental health

Above: Rebuilding the Caritas Jerusalem Medical
Centre in Gaza which closed in October 2023.

Opposite: Caritas Jerusalem mobile medical
teams receiving training before being deployed.
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Mental heath in Myanmar

In March a 7.7 magnitude earthquake
hit Myanmar, devastating the lives of
thousands of families. Even before
the earthquake, long-running conflict
meant that many families in Myanmar
were already struggling to put food on
the table.
Thanks to your donations, and
our long-term relationship with the
Catholic Church in Myanmar, we
responded quickly and have provided
food, water, shelter and mosquito nets.
Many people were traumatised
by the experience and were
frightened that there would be
another earthquake. One of the local
organisations we are working with is
providing mental health and wellbeing
support to help people recover.

In the last year, your donations
have helped to reach more than

426,000 people with emergency

and long-term support in:
Afghanistan
Bangladesh
Lebanon

The occupied Palestinian
territory and Israel

Myanmar
Sri Lanka

Syria

Emergency update

James Hre, one of our partners
working in Myamar, told us:

“Many people, especially children,
are feeling traumatised. They need
mental health support so that they can
try to forget the earthquake.”

“Showing solidarity in this kind
of crisis is really important. Your
contribution and your help will be very
meaningful to people who are affected
by disasters. We do not lose hope.

For that your support will be very
important.”

Opposite top: Devastation following the
Myanmar earthquake

Opposite bottom: Jannette, the head nurse of a
mobile care unit run by Caritas Lebanon, works
from her van outside a school converted into a
shelter in central Lebanon.

— A BN W e

426,000
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Call for debt
cancellation

This year, the UN international
summit on climate change COP30
is a crucial moment to call for the
cancellation of debt.

The Conference of the Parties (COP) —
which will take place in November in
the Amazon, Brazil, is an opportunity
for countries to report on progress, set
goals and negotiate policy.

One of the most distinctive actions
that characterises Jubilee years is the
cancellation of debts, rooted in the
spirit of forgiveness.

This COP30 will take place within the
context of over 93 per cent of the world’s
most climate-vulnerable countries
facing debt crisis. Many Latin American
countries are now spending five times
as much on debt servicing payments
than on tackling the climate crisis.

Countries desperately need funds.
But many low-income countries are
forced to repay enormous sums to
their creditors every year, so are unable
to respond to the impact that the
climate crisis is having on their people.

In some cases, debt keeps countries
locked in fossil fuel extraction or
pushes them to explore destructive
environmental practices such as fracking.
This is because of its potential to be a
main source of income to repay debts.

Two sides of the same coin

In this Jubilee year, COP30 is a unique
opportunity to remind global leaders

that, if they are serious about tackling
the climate crisis, urgent action is
needed on the debt crisis too. As Pope
Francis put it:

“...Foreign debt and ecological debt
are two sides of the same coin... In
the spirit of this Jubilee year, | urge
the international community to work
towards forgiving foreign debt in
recognition of the ecological debt
existing between the North and the
South of this world. This is an appeal
for solidarity, but above all for justice.”

We need debt relief. But we also
urgently need richer countries to
provide climate finance to low-income
countries through grants rather
than loans.

Over 70 per cent of climate finance,
which is money given to countries that
are tackling the worst effects of the
climate crisis, consists of loans and
not grants. This pushes vulnerable
countries into a vicious debt cycle that
can be impossible to escape without
real political will.



Father Nacho, who is working
with communities in Guatemala,
says: “There has been a considerable
change in farmers’ agricultural
methods due to climate change.
Indigenous people who earn a
living through farming and who
are very much in tune with, and in
harmony with nature have seen a
very big change.”

Hope and solidarity matter

Under the slogan of “Cancel Debt,
Choose Hope” during this Jubilee year,
the Church is running a global debt
campaign calling for the cancellation
of the debts and structural changes in
the global debt financial system.

More than 100,000 people
have already signed the global
Jubilee petition

In July, thousands of people from

all over the country descended

on Westminster to attend a mass

COoP30

lobby, and our supporters used this
opportunity to urge their MPs to take
action on climate and debt.

We are building momentum ahead
of COP30. We will be fighting for more
climate finance going to the world’s
most vulnerable places. We have hope.

For us as people of faith, while
journeying through this Jubilee year it
is vital that we signal to our MPs that
climate is not an issue that divides —
but rather one that brings us together.

So please pencil in Sat 15 November
for a day of action and solidarity with
those suffering as a result of the debt
and climate crises.

Register now at
cafod.org.uk/dayofaction
and we will keep you
updated on our plans

for November.

Top left: Debt campaigners in Lahore, Pakistan.

Top right: Campaigners from Debt Justice hold
placards in the Westminster area.
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~lame of hope

10,000 young people at the Ovo Wembley Arena
heard Kenyan Brian Maeba's message of hope at

Flame 2025.

On Saturday 15 March 2025, young
people, chaplains, teachers, youth
leaders, priests and bishops from
all over England and Wales
gathered together for a powerful
celebration of Catholic faith and
vibrant young leadership.
Organised by the Catholic
Youth Ministry Federation, Flame
2025 included music, prayer and
inspiring speakers on the theme
‘Unstoppable hope'.

Unstoppable hope

Brian, from our local Kenyan partner,
Jesuit Hakimani, spoke on stage
about the challenges that young
people face in Kenya and the
agricultural training that he is involved
with. He talked about how he sees
hope in the project that helps young
people find ways to earn a living
through sustainable agriculture.
Ashley Bendina works alongside
Brian and joined Flame online. Ashley
spoke about the importance of access
to education, and how young people

have the power to build a better world.

Ashley introduced the global debt
crisis, explaining how some of the
world’s poorest countries make huge

repayments on high-interest loans

to wealthy banks, institutions and
governments, leaving them unable to
fund essential services.

“l believe that young people
are the driving force '
behind sustainable change '
and when given the right '
opportunities, they can
shape a brighter future
for themselves and their
communities.”

Ashley, March 2025

The CAFOD section was chaired
by the singer-songwriter Adeniké
Adewale, who is an ambassador for
CAFOD. As well as singing her own
music and popular hymns on the day,
Adenike called for action on the debt
crisis, encouraging the audience to
support CAFOD's debt cancellation
campaign by shouting out “Cancel
Debt and Choose Hope".

Twenty young volunteers shared the
“Cancel debt, choose hope” message



Flame 2025

“l stand before you today w:th a message of hope, faith, and
unwaverlng determmatlon. As the youths of thls church

“ you are the future of our falth the torchbearers of Chrlst s

“ llght in a worId that so desperately needs lt. Today, I want

“to encourage each and every one of you to embrace the

“ caII to be unstoppable in your pursurt of God’s purpose for

your llves. Brian, March 2025

with young people, encouraging them
to demand action by adding their
fingerprints to giant hand placards.
Nearly 1,000 fingerprints were
collected and served as a powerful call
to action.

Flame 2025 left a lasting spirit of
hope and unity in the hearts of all who
attended. The inspirational gathering

reminded everyone that young people,
as pilgrims of hope in this Jubilee Year,
are the unstoppable hope of today and
will continue to play a powerful role in
the Church and the world.

Below: Brian from CAFOD partner
Jesuit Hakimani Centre in Kenya on
stage at Flame 2025.
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The Canticle of the Sun

Most High, all-powerful, all-good Lord,
all praise is yours, all glory, honour and blessings.
To you alone, Most High, do they belong;
no mortal lips are worthy to pronounce your name.

We praise you, Lord, for all your creatures,
especially for Brother Sun,
who is the day through whom you give us light.
And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendouir,
of you Most High, he bears your likeness.

We praise you, Lord, for Sister Moon and the stars,
in the heavens you have made them bright, precious and fair.
We praise you, Lord, for Brothers Wind and Air,
fair and stormy, all weather’s moods,
by which you cherish all that you have made.

We praise you, Lord, for Sister Water,
so useful, humble, precious and pure.

We praise you, Lord, for Brother Fire,
through whom you light the night.
He is beautiful, playful, robust, and strong.

We praise you, Lord, for Sister Earth,
who sustains us
with her fruits, coloured flowers, and herbs.

We praise and bless you, Lord, and give you thanks,
and serve you in all humility.

Extract from Canticle of the Sun, by St Francis of Assisi
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