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Children’s liturgy: Third Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

Preparation of the worship space
Colour: purple or rose/pink
Props: coloured pens and pencils
Song suggestions
Give me joy in my heart (722, Laudate)
Welcome
Today we listen to Jesus say that he came to heal people who are sick and bring good news to people who are poor. We are going to think about how we can be that good news and help to build a better world for all people to live in.
Opening prayer
God of hope, you sent your Son Jesus to bring good news to people who are poor. Help us to be that good news, so that together we can work towards a better world where all of us have all that we need. Amen.
First reading: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10
Psalm: Psalm 145:6-7, 8-9a, 9b-10
Gospel acclamation: everyone stands and sings the acclamation together.
Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11

John the Baptist heard in prison about the things that Christ was doing and he sent some of his disciples to him. “Tell us,” they asked Jesus, “are you the one John said was going to come, or should we expect someone else?”
Jesus answered, “Go back and tell John what you are hearing and seeing: the blind can see, the lame can walk, those who suffer from dreaded skin diseases are made clean, the deaf hear, the dead are brought back to life, and the Good News is preached to the poor. How happy are those who have no doubts about me!”
While John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus spoke about him to the crowds: “When you went out to John in the desert, what did you expect to see? A blade of grass bending in the wind? What did you go out to see? A man dressed up in fancy clothes? People who dress like that live in palaces! Tell me, what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes indeed, but you saw much more than a prophet. For John is the one of whom the scripture says: ‘God said, I will send my messenger ahead of you to open the way for you.’ I assure you that John the Baptist is greater than anyone who has ever lived. But the one who is least in the Kingdom of heaven is greater than John.” 
(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation® and used with permission, see details below*)
Gospel reflection
What do you remember from today’s reading?
John the Baptist, who we heard about last week, wants to make sure that Jesus is really the special person that he has been waiting for, so he sends some friends to check. 
Jesus answers them by telling them that he is the one who has come to heal those who are sick and bring good news to people who are poor. This answer tells John that Jesus really is the person for whom he has been waiting. 
We are all part of one family, God’s family, and God asks us to love each other and care for each other. But what does it mean to bring good news to people who are poor? Do you have any ideas?
What can we do to help people, either our friends, family or people in other countries whom we have never met? How can we help people who are sick or who have hurt themselves? People who are hungry or thirsty? People who are poor?
CAFOD works alongside people who are poor all around the world. When there is an emergency, like an earthquake or a flood, this can mean giving people food or shelter, but more often it means helping them to help themselves. For example, giving people seeds, tools and training means that they can grow enough food for their families and enough to share with others. This is very good news!

At the beginning of the Jubilee Year, Pope Francis asked us to be signs of hope to one another, especially to people in any kind of need.
Throughout the Jubilee Year so many people have been doing what they can to answer this call. They have been praying, walking, fundraising and campaigning to try to build a better world. This is also really good news!
The Jubilee Year comes to an end soon, but the work of putting our faith into action and working together with all our sisters and brothers to create a fairer and more loving world will continue. We can all play our part in changing the world for the better.
How will you try to be like Jesus, helping others, being a sign of hope, and sharing the good news that God loves us all in the next week?
Intercessions: You may want to ask the children to offer their own prayers or you can use the suggestions below.
We pray for God’s guidance and help as we seek to follow Christ’s example of good news:
We pray for our brothers and sisters around the world who are poor: that we may listen to them, learn from them and support them as they work to make a better life for themselves and their families. Lord, in your mercy… 
We pray for our parish, family and friends: that we may grow in faith and in love for one another and share the Good News through our actions. Lord, in your mercy… 
In this Jubilee Year, we pray that we may be signs of hope in our world through all that we do and how we treat one another. Lord, in your mercy… 
Closing prayer
Generous God, we thank you for all the good things that you have given us. Help us to follow the example of Jesus, to care for others and to share the good news through our actions. Amen.
Activity suggestions
Share the accompanying activity sheet with the children. Invite them to colour in the illustration of the children helping someone in the playground and to think of other ways that we can help others, both here and overseas. Encourage them to do the other activities on the sheet either now or at home later.
Sometimes we hear more stories of doom and gloom than of good news. Encourage the children to think about good news and something positive that they can share. Gather these good news stories on sticky-notes or pieces of paper. They could be personal e.g. “My team won the football match yesterday” or more general: “God loves me and God loves everybody.” 
Remind the children to share all that they have heard and thought about in the liturgy today with the people at home. Encourage them to do at least one thing in the next week that could be a sign of hope or good news to someone who is need. 








*Gospel passage taken from:
Good News Translation® (Today’s English Version, Second Edition)
© 1992 American Bible Society. All rights reserved.
Anglicisation © The British and Foreign Bible Society 1976, 1994, 2004. The copyright for the derivative work of Anglicisation pertains only to the text within the Good News Translation (GNT) that British and Foreign Bible Society adapted for British literary usage, consistent with Section 103(b) of the United States Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 103(b). 

Bible text from the Good News Translation (GNT) is not to be reproduced in copies or otherwise by any means except as permitted in writing by American Bible Society, 101 North Independence Mall East, FL 8, Philadelphia, PA 19106 (www.americanbible.org).                     
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For more children’s liturgy resources and illustrations see cafod.org.uk/childrensliturgy 

CAFOD is the official aid agency of the Catholic Church in England and Wales and part of Caritas International. 
Charity no 1160384 and a company limited by guarantee no 09387398
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A better world needs all of us
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