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Children’s liturgy: First Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

Preparation of the worship space
Colour: purple
Props: coloured pens and pencils
Song suggestions
O come, o come Emmanuel (111, Laudate)
Wait for the Lord (88, Laudate)
Welcome
Today is the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is a special time when we get ready for the coming of Jesus. It is very exciting when we know someone is coming to visit us. We make sure that we are ready when they come. Today we are going to think about what it means to be welcoming, and how we get ready to welcome Jesus.
Opening prayer
Loving God, you sent your Son Jesus into the world to show us how to live. Help us to be ready when he comes. Help us to make all visitors feel welcome and cared for. Amen.
First reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm: Psalm 121:1-2, 4b-5, 6-7, 8-9 r. 1
Gospel acclamation: everyone stands and sings the acclamation together.
Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44

Jesus said to his disciples: “The coming of the Son of Man will be like what happened in the time of Noah. In the days before the flood people ate and drank, men and women married, up to the very day Noah went into the boat; yet they did not realise what was happening until the flood came and swept them all away. That is how it will be when the Son of Man comes. At that time two men will be working in a field: one will be taken away, the other will be left behind. Two women will be at a mill grinding meal: one will be taken away, the other will be left behind. 
Watch out, then, because you do not know what day your Lord will come. If the owner of a house knew the time a thief would come, you can be sure that he would stay awake and not let the thief break into his house. So then, you also must always be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you are not expecting him. 
(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation® and used with permission, see details below*)
Gospel reflection
What do you remember from today’s reading?
The gospel story is telling us that we must be ready when Jesus comes again, not just as a baby born at Christmas, but at the end of time. We cannot be exactly sure when that will be, so we must try to be ready all the time. (Although we don’t have to stay awake all night, we can go to sleep!)
Jesus tells us that we may be very surprised when he comes. Sometimes people surprise us by coming to visit us at home when we are not expecting them. Or we might go to visit members of our family or friends.
How does it feel to go somewhere for the first time? What would you like others to do to make you feel welcome if you are going somewhere new?
And how can we make other people feel welcome? How can we welcome them in our home? Our school? In our church? 
Jesus asks us to be ready when he comes again. How do you think we can get ready to welcome Jesus in our lives? Is it just about buying presents and putting up Christmas trees? 
We can make sure we are ready and waiting for Jesus when he comes by living as he asks us to. By loving our neighbour, sharing what we have with others, being kind, helping one another etc. Can you think of any other ways we can be ready for Jesus?
What will you do this week to make sure you are ready when Jesus comes?
Intercessions: You may want to ask the children to offer their own prayers or you can use the suggestions below.
We want to be found ready to welcome Jesus when he comes. Together we ask for God’s help:
We pray for all people around the world who are alone, frightened, or have had to leave their homes because of war: that they may find safety and welcome in a caring community. Lord in your mercy…  
We pray for people who are travelling to visit others or who have a long or difficult journey ahead: that they may arrive safely and receive a warm welcome. Lord in your mercy…
We pray for our parish, our families and friends: that we may always be welcoming to others and that we may share what we have with those who are in need. 
In this Jubilee Year, we pray that we may be signs of hope in our world through all that we do and how we treat one another. Lord in your mercy… 
Closing prayer
Generous God, we give thanks for all those people who have visited us, or whom we have visited. Help us always to welcome the people we meet in life, no matter who they are or where they come from. Amen.
Activity suggestions
Invite the children to look at the accompanying activity sheet and the picture of people welcoming a visitor. What is different in the picture from their house or family? What is the same? Encourage the children to colour in the picture and do the accompanying activities.
Invite a visitor into children’s liturgy. It could be a parent, member of the choir, or another member of the parish community. Warn the children at the beginning that a visitor is coming and encourage them to think of ways they can make the visitor feel welcome. Perhaps they could sing them a song or prepare a special place for them to sit. Encourage the children to explain to the visitor what they have been thinking about in this liturgy. Remind them to say thank you and good bye at the end of the visit. (Also remind them that this a safe environment and their visitor has been invited – and not to approach strangers when unaccompanied by an adult.)
Remind the children to share all that they have heard and thought about in the liturgy today with the people at home. Encourage them to invite a visitor to their house, to prepare for that visitor and make them feel welcome. It could be a relative, neighbour or friend. While they are doing this they can also think about how they would get ready for the coming of Jesus. (Remind them that they must have their parent or guardian’s permission and that they must not approach strangers when unaccompanied by an adult.)









*Gospel passage taken from:
Good News Translation® (Today’s English Version, Second Edition)
© 1992 American Bible Society. All rights reserved.
Anglicisation © The British and Foreign Bible Society 1976, 1994, 2004. The copyright for the derivative work of Anglicisation pertains only to the text within the Good News Translation (GNT) that British and Foreign Bible Society adapted for British literary usage, consistent with Section 103(b) of the United States Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 103(b). 

Bible text from the Good News Translation (GNT) is not to be reproduced in copies or otherwise by any means except as permitted in writing by American Bible Society, 101 North Independence Mall East, FL 8, Philadelphia, PA 19106 (www.americanbible.org).                     
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For more children’s liturgy resources and illustrations see cafod.org.uk/childrensliturgy 

CAFOD is the official aid agency of the Catholic Church in England and Wales and part of Caritas International. 
Charity no 1160384 and a company limited by guarantee no 09387398
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A better world needs all of us
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