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Primary campaign workshop
Cancel debt, choose hope

Section A 
CAFOD and theme of global debt linked to the Jubilee Year (10-15 mins)
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	In this special Jubilee Year people across the world are coming together in solidarity to build a better world.

One way we can be a sign of hope this year is by joining CAFOD’s debt campaign. 

Today we are going to find out what global debt is, and how we can help.
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	Can you think of a time when you have borrowed something?

If you lend something from your brother, sister or friend, it’s important to give it back.
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	Many people borrow money from banks to pay for things such as houses, cars or special events. This is called debt.

People can pay the money back that they owe with money they earn by working.
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	Global debt is different.

Global debt is the total money that countries, businesses, and people around the world have borrowed and need to pay back. 

Banks add interest to the money they lend. That means countries are paying back what they borrowed, plus extra money on top of this.

Imagine you borrow money, but every time you pay it back, you have to pay even more money which means you have less money to buy food or clothes. 


	[image: ]


	Let’s watch this film to find out why we are thinking about global debt in the Jubilee Year.

[Show the first part of the Jubilee animation - until 1.03 secs.]

· What does this film say about the Jubilee Year and debt? 
· What about prisoners?
· Why do you think people in lots of debt are like prisoners?
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	Now let’s have a quiz!

[Slides 6-11 are true or false quiz questions]



Section B
Interactive coin distribution (20-25 mins)
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	What do you think leaders and governments spend money on?

Have a discussion and give examples such as building schools and hospitals, improving roads and transport, spending money on ways to tackle climate change etc.

Give groups or pairs of pupils 5 coins (eg paper ones – see resources on last slide). In pairs/groups, ask them to write a list. Then share. Notice the coins of injustice.

You can adapt this activity by increasing or decreasing the coins.
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	You all have a list of 5 things you want to spend money on as a country leader to improve your country and the lives of people living there.

Before you can pay for these things, give 2 coins to the bank to repay your debt, and give another coin as interest on your debt.
Now redo your list.

What are your main priorities now? 

What must you choose not to spend money on because you do not have enough? 

What will that mean for the people who live in your country? 

How do you feel?
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	Look at the images on this slide. 

CAFOD believes that everyone should have clean water, enough food to eat, a safe place to live, the chance to go to school. Everyone should be able to see a doctor if they are ill everyone should be able to live in peace.

Around the world many countries are spending more on debt repayments than on health, education and tackling the climate crisis.
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	54 countries around the world are in debt crisis. 

Debt means that a country cannot have a healthy economy.

Let’s see how this affects people in Sierra Leone in Africa. 
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	Now let’s watch CAFOD’s debt animation.




Section C
Take action (10 mins)
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	We can speak out in the Jubilee Year about this unfair global debt.
With CAFOD we are going to tell the government that we want debt laws to be fair for everyone.

Action: Ask children to draw around their hands. 
In the middle of the hand they could:
· write “Cancel debt, choose hope”
· write a message about what they have learnt about the international debt crisis
 eg: Debt laws are hurting our brothers and sisters around the globe Cancel debt, choose hope!
· draw a picture to show why global debt is unfair
· write their names



· Please tell us how many children took part in this campaign by drawing around their hands. Visit cafod.org.uk/jubilee-campaign-schools to fill in a form.

· You could invite an MP into your school to tell them why your school is calling for action on the global debt crisis.

· Why not make a display to explain global debt, or a display of the hand actions? Tag us on socials @CAFODschools

Thank you!
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