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Children’s liturgy: Saints Peter and Paul (Year C)
Preparation of the worship space
Colour: red
Props: Coloured pens and pencils. A small bag of rocks or pebbles – one for each child.
Song suggestions
Here in this place (475, Laudate)
Welcome
Today we hear how the disciple Simon recognises Jesus as the Son of God and how Jesus gives Simon a new name – Peter. Jesus tells Peter that he will build his church on him.
Opening prayer
God of all, just as Simon Peter built the Church, may we be rocks of faith and stand firm in your name. Amen.
First reading: Acts 3:1-10
Psalm: Psalm 18:2-5 R. v. 5 
Gospel acclamation: everyone stands and sings the acclamation together.
Gospel: Matthew 16:13-19

Jesus went to the territory near the town of Caesarea Philippi, where he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
“Some say John the Baptist,” they answered. “Others say Elijah, while others say Jeremiah or some other prophet.”
“What about you?” he asked them. “Who do you say I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
“Good for you, Simon son of John!” answered Jesus. “For this truth did not come to you from any human being, but it was given to you directly by my Father in heaven. And so I tell you, Peter: you are a rock, and on this rock foundation I will build my church, and not even death will ever be able to overcome it. I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of heaven; what you prohibit on earth will be prohibited in heaven, and what you permit on earth, will be permitted in heaven.”
(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation® and used with permission, see details below*)
Gospel reflection
What do you remember from today’s reading?
In our gospel, Jesus asks the disciples who people say that he is.
The disciples say that people think Jesus might be John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah or one of the prophets. 
Then Jesus asks the disciples who they believe he is. What does Simon say?
Simon says that Jesus is the Son of God. Simon believes in Jesus and he is not afraid to say so. 
What does Jesus say and do next to Simon?
Jesus gives Simon a new name – Peter. And Jesus tells Simon Peter that he will have the keys to the kingdom of heaven.
Simon Peter was just an ordinary fisherman with his brother Andrew. But he was one of the first disciples of Jesus. 
Jesus gave Simon the name Peter which means ‘rock’ in Greek. Jesus wanted to build his Church on strong ground and rock is a strong material. Simon Peter’s faith was strong here, like a rock, so Peter was a good name for him!
Peter is one of the greatest leaders of the early Church. He believed in Jesus and wanted to follow him and serve him. And in this story Peter also spoke up about what he believed.
What does Simon Peter teach us about knowing Jesus?
What does he teach us about serving Jesus?
Simon Peter is considered to be the first pope. All the popes since then have followed on from Peter. Pope Francis called us to be ‘Pilgrims of hope’ in this Jubilee Year and our new pope, Pope Leo XIV reminds us that the Church wants always to seek peace and to be “close above all to those who are suffering.” How do you think you might do that?
Can you speak up for what you believe in, like Simon Peter, this week? Can you be strong in your faith and show others what you believe?
Intercessions: You may want to ask the children to offer their own prayers or you can use the suggestions below.
Just as Peter believed in God, so also do we, as we pray now:
We pray for world leaders: that they may serve their people well and work so that all people may live free from poverty. Lord in your mercy… 
We pray for our new pope, Leo XIV. May he and all who serve the Church find strength in God to continue their work. Lord in your mercy… 
We pray for our parish, family and friends: that we may be inspired by Simon Peter’s example of faith and service to speak up for what we believe and share our faith by our actions. Lord in your mercy… 
In this Jubilee Year, we pray that we may be signs of hope in our world through all that we do and how we treat one another. Lord in your mercy… 
Closing prayer
Christ Jesus, may our hearts be filled with joy as we honour Simon Peter, our leader and rock in the faith. May we be inspired to be like him, serving others both here and around the world and speaking up for what we believe. Amen.
Activity suggestions
Invite the children to colour in the accompanying illustration of a rock and to write or draw on it how they will live out their faith this week.
Invite the children to choose a rock or pebble from the bag and to use it as a prayer tool when they are at home during the week. Encourage them to hold it as they pray and to think about all that they have heard and thought about today, and how they can follow Simon Peter’s example of faith and service to others.
Encourage the children to speak up for something they believe in. For example, in the Jubilee Year, people across the world are uniting in solidarity to demand action on the global debt crisis. This is because around the world many countries are spending more on debt repayments than on health, education and tackling the climate crisis. Find out more and discover resources to help the children get involved at: cafod.org.uk/jubilee-schools and click on “Ways to take action.”
The name Peter means “rock”. Spend some time with the children exploring what their names mean. Does it reflect how they live their lives?
Remind the children to tell the people that they live with all that they have heard and thought about in the liturgy today.  Encourage them to speak out for what they believe in and to show their faith through their actions.




*Gospel passage taken from:
Good News Translation® (Today’s English Version, Second Edition)
© 1992 American Bible Society. All rights reserved.
Anglicisation © The British and Foreign Bible Society 1976, 1994, 2004. The copyright for the derivative work of Anglicisation pertains only to the text within the Good News Translation (GNT) that British and Foreign Bible Society adapted for British literary usage, consistent with Section 103(b) of the United States Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 103(b). 

Bible text from the Good News Translation (GNT) is not to be reproduced in copies or otherwise by any means except as permitted in writing by American Bible Society, 101 North Independence Mall East, FL 8, Philadelphia, PA 19106 (www.americanbible.org).                     
[image: Text

Description automatically generated with low confidence]®




For more children’s liturgy resources and illustrations see cafod.org.uk/childrensliturgy 

CAFOD is the official aid agency of the Catholic Church in England and Wales and part of Caritas International. 
Charity no 1160384 and a company limited by guarantee no 09387398
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A better world needs all of us
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