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Children’s liturgy: Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(Year C)
Preparation of the worship space
Colour: green
Props: coloured pens and pencils, weighing scales, small plain cards, pebbles.
Song suggestions
O Lord, hear my prayer (929, Laudate)
Welcome
Today we hear about a bad judge and a widow who would not give up. Jesus teaches us the importance of justice, of praying and of never giving up hope. Let’s find out more.
Opening prayer
God of justice and wisdom, help us to keep on praying and never to doubt that you will be with us always. Amen.
First reading: Exodus 17:8-13
Psalm: Psalm 120 R. v. 2
Gospel acclamation: everyone stands and sings the acclamation together.
Gospel: Luke 18:1-8

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to teach them that they should always pray and never become discouraged. “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected people. And there was a widow in that same town who kept coming to him and pleading for her rights, saying, ‘Help me against my opponent!’ For a long time the judge refused to act, but at last he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or respect people, yet because of all the trouble this widow is giving me, I will see to it that she gets her rights. If I don’t, she will keep on coming and finally wear me out!’”
And the Lord continued, “Listen to what the corrupt judge said. Now, will God not judge in favour of his own people who cry to him night and day for help? Will he be slow to help them? I tell you, he will judge in their favour and do it quickly. But will the Son of Man find faith in the earth when he comes?”
(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation® and used with permission, see details below*)
Gospel reflection
What do you remember from today’s reading?
Jesus tells us a story about a bad judge and a woman who wants justice – she wants what is right and fair.
Judges are supposed to be fair and honest, but this isn’t always the case. The prophets in the Bible were always getting angry with bad judges who thought more about themselves than about the people who needed their help. And if the judges didn’t sort out the problems fairly then people would suffer again and again.
Can you think of things that seem unfair to you? How do you feel when someone has treated you unfairly?
The woman was ignored by the judge, but she didn’t give up. She just kept asking the judge to make things right. Eventually, just to get rid of her, he gave her what she wanted. Her prayers were finally answered.
Why do you think Jesus told us this story? What does he want us to understand?
The woman is like us. Just like she asked the judge, we call to God in our prayers to give us what we need and want.
If even the bad judge eventually did the right thing, how much more will God, who is all-powerful and good, do what is right? So, if we don’t get what we pray for the first time, should we just give up?
Jesus says that God hears the cries of all who call out to him day and night. And God will certainly answer our prayers, even if it’s not in the way that we expect. 
How does it make you feel to know that God always hears you when you pray?
There are many things that are unfair in our world. And there are many people like the woman in the story who struggle to make their voices heard.
We can pray for these people, but we also have to do what we can to make sure that all people are treated fairly. Who knows, we might even be the answer to someone’s prayers! 
This year is a Jubilee Year, a special year when we try to make the world a fairer place for all people to live in. We are called to join together as pilgrims of hope, working together for God’s kingdom of justice, peace and love.
How do you think you can help to make the world a fairer place? (See the activity suggestions below and also encourage the children to think of their own ideas.)
This week think about how you can treat other people fairly and justly. Remember to keep praying and asking God to help you. 
Intercessions: You may want to ask the children to offer their own prayers or you can use the suggestions below.
Let us pray together to God for a fairer world:
We pray for the Church: that it may stand up for what is right and never stay silent when people are treated unfairly. Lord in your mercy…
We pray for people in our community and around the world who struggle to make their voices heard, who are left out, or treated unfairly. May God give us all strength to work together for a fairer world. Lord in your mercy…
We pray for our parish, family and friends: that we may show kindness, fairness and justice to one another in our hearts and in our homes. Lord in your mercy… 
In this Jubilee Year, we pray that we may be signs of hope in our world through all that we do and how we treat one another. Lord in your mercy… 
Closing prayer
God who always hears us, help us to make a change when we see something that is not right in our world. May we find strength to keep going, even if at first we are not heard. Amen.
Activity suggestions
Invite the children to colour in the accompanying illustration. They could add what they think the judge and the woman are saying to each other in the speech bubbles. On the back they could write or draw how they will stand up for what is right in the coming week.
Encourage the children to make some simple cards with the words justice, fairness, mercy, prayer, faith and hope on them. Then invite them to add them to the weighing scales and to keep adding cards with the same words to make the scales equally balanced. Then they can see fairness. (You might need to add some little pebbles if it takes too long!)
Invite the children to write a prayer to God for a fairer world for all people to live in.
Encourage the children to get involved with our Jubilee debt campaign. Find out more at https://cafod.org.uk/education/campaign-in-your-school 
Remind the children to share all that they have heard and thought about in the liturgy today with the people at home. If they have written a prayer, encourage them to say it together in the coming week. Remind them to do all that they can to stand up for what is right and fair in the coming week.

*Gospel passage taken from:
Good News Translation® (Today’s English Version, Second Edition)
© 1992 American Bible Society. All rights reserved.
Anglicisation © The British and Foreign Bible Society 1976, 1994, 2004. The copyright for the derivative work of Anglicisation pertains only to the text within the Good News Translation (GNT) that British and Foreign Bible Society adapted for British literary usage, consistent with Section 103(b) of the United States Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 103(b). 

Bible text from the Good News Translation (GNT) is not to be reproduced in copies or otherwise by any means except as permitted in writing by American Bible Society, 101 North Independence Mall East, FL 8, Philadelphia, PA 19106 (www.americanbible.org).                     
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For more children’s liturgy resources and illustrations see cafod.org.uk/childrensliturgy 

CAFOD is the official aid agency of the Catholic Church in England and Wales and part of Caritas International. 
Charity no 1160384 and a company limited by guarantee no 09387398
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A better world needs all of us
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