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Children’s liturgy: Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

Preparation of the worship space
Colour: green
Props: coloured pens and pencils 
Song suggestions
Be not afraid (964, Laudate)
Welcome
Today Jesus warns us that life will be difficult. The world will face wars and disasters, but we mustn’t lose hope. We must trust in God who will guide us and save us.
Opening prayer
All-powerful God, nothing is greater than your love, so may we trust in you, no matter what difficulties and challenges we face. Amen.
First reading: Malachi 3:19-20
Psalm: Psalm 97:5-9 R. Cf. v. 9
Gospel acclamation: everyone stands and sings the acclamation together.
Gospel: Luke 21:5-19

Some of the disciples were talking about the Temple, how beautiful it looked with its fine stones and the gifts offered to God. Jesus said, “All you see – the time will come when not a single stone here will be left in its place; every one will be thrown down.”
“Teacher,” they asked, “when will this be? And what will happen in order to show that the time has come for it to take place?
Jesus said, “Be on guard; don’t be deceived. Many men, claiming to speak for me, will come and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time has come!’ But don’t follow them. Don’t be afraid when you hear of wars and revolutions; such things must happen first, but they do not mean that the end is near.”
He went on to say, “Countries will fight each other; kingdoms will attack one another. There will be terrible earthquakes, famines, and plagues everywhere; there will be strange and terrifying things coming from the sky. Before all these things take place, however, you will be arrested and persecuted; you will be handed over to be tried in synagogues and be put in prison; you will be brought before kings and rulers for my sake. This will be your chance to tell the Good News. Make up your minds beforehand not to worry about how you will defend yourselves, because I will give you such words and wisdom that none of your enemies will be able to refute or contradict what you say. You will be handed over by your parents, your brothers, your relatives, and your friends; and some of you will be put to death. Everyone will hate you because of me. But not a single hair from your heads will be lost. Stand firm and you will save yourselves. 
(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation® and used with permission, see details below*)
Gospel reflection
What do you remember from today’s reading?
Jesus was with his disciples in the temple. He told them that the temple would one day be destroyed and that there would be wars, earthquakes, and people hungry for food.
Can you think of places in the world today where there are wars, earthquakes and people are hungry for food?
Earlier this year there was a large earthquake in Afghanistan. Buildings collapsed, entire villages were destroyed and people died and were injured. Roads were cut off by rocks and landslides. Even before the earthquake, many families in Afghanistan were very poor and were struggling to get enough food.
CAFOD’s local partners have been providing life-saving aid, food, shelter for people who have lost their homes and emergency blankets and kitchen sets.
Jesus told the disciples not to be afraid. He promised that he would be with them always and that they wouldn’t be harmed if they put their trust in him.
Jesus is with us always, even in the hardest times. Jesus is in all people. Perhaps we can see Jesus in the person who helps us when we are struggling, in the person who inspires us to keep going, in the person who shows us that things can be different. 
Next time you hear about an earthquake, flood or drought on the news what will you do to help the people affected? How will you help them to know that they haven’t been forgotten? Can you see Jesus in all the people that you meet and those who you just hear about? What does that mean for how you will treat them?
Intercessions: You may want to ask the children to offer their own prayers or you can use the suggestions below.
We pray together:
We pray for the Church: that it may support and welcome all people, especially those among us who are poor. Lord in your mercy…  
We pray for our brothers and sisters in every country: that they may know that they are not forgotten as we work with them to build a better world. Lord in your mercy… 
We pray for our parish, family and friends: that with God’s help we may support each other in all things, especially when life is difficult. Lord, in your mercy… 
In this Jubilee Year, we pray that we may be signs of hope in our world through all that we do and how we treat one another. Lord in your mercy… 
Closing prayer
Jesus, help us to put our faith and trust in you at all times. May we not be afraid but instead believe that you will always keep us safe. Amen.
Activity suggestions
Invite the children to colour in the accompanying illustration of people repairing their house after it has been damaged by a natural disaster. 
Find out more about CAFOD’s work in emergency situations at cafod.org.uk/emergencies and share some of this with the children.
Remind the children to share all that they have heard and thought about in the liturgy today with the people at home . Encourage them to think about what they can do to help and support people locally and around the world who face droughts, flooding, earthquakes, or other natural disasters.


*Gospel passage taken from:
Good News Translation® (Today’s English Version, Second Edition)
© 1992 American Bible Society. All rights reserved.
Anglicisation © The British and Foreign Bible Society 1976, 1994, 2004. The copyright for the derivative work of Anglicisation pertains only to the text within the Good News Translation (GNT) that British and Foreign Bible Society adapted for British literary usage, consistent with Section 103(b) of the United States Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 103(b). 

Bible text from the Good News Translation (GNT) is not to be reproduced in copies or otherwise by any means except as permitted in writing by American Bible Society, 101 North Independence Mall East, FL 8, Philadelphia, PA 19106 (www.americanbible.org).                     
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For more children’s liturgy resources and illustrations see cafod.org.uk/childrensliturgy 

CAFOD is the official aid agency of the Catholic Church in England and Wales and part of Caritas International. 
Charity no 1160384 and a company limited by guarantee no 09387398
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A better world needs all of us
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