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WILDLIFHOURNAL
SINGITA PAMUSHANA, ZIMBABWE
For the month ofFebruary Two Thousand an@wenty One

Temperature Rainfall Recorded Sunrise & Sunset
Average minimum: 2216 /7178 C 0 For themonth: 79.1 mm Sunrise: 0551
Minimum recorded: 18.9¢ /66.08 C 0 For the year to date333.1 mm Sunset:  18:20

Average maximum:  31.1¢ /87.98 C U
Maximum recorded: 37.1¢ /98.7@ C 0

The rains continue and the dams spill every time it rains. Driving through the bushwsiildlering through a

mazethe vegetation is so higiBut we have started to notice the change in season coming on. The

temperatures are slowly dropping, and the days contracting slightlyL § Q& o6 dzi G SNFf & &Sl azy
simply a delight!

We are so looking forward to guest cheaok in the near futureWe are as impatient to guide you as you are to
join us!

Here is a snapshot dfebruanfQd aA3IKIGAy3Iay

Lions:
I The Chiloveka Pride has been frequenting the southern side of MaHaxgewhich is the northern
end of their territory. The male from this pride has been seen a few times on his own patrolling his
territory. He was lasseen on theBinyaRoad near the Mahand8ridge.



I The River Pride has been spending time between the swamps and Hippo camp area.

Rhinos:

1 White rhino sightings this month have been more extensive aroundih@ta and Mahandéoop
areas as well as around SouthétmaightsRoad. The regulars still make appearances in the evenings at
BanyiniPan.

9 Staff had a wonderful sighting of a crash of seven white rhinos at a pan in the north east.
9 Black rhino sightings have been very scarce this month, most sightings have been seen on foot
between Chimizéighway and BuffaléenceRoad.
Elephants:

1 There have been a few sightingsbid elephant bulls frequenting different parts of the ChireBiier.
1 There was a largeréeding herds of elephaatenjoying the cooling waters 8osigDamduring the
heat of the day.

Buffalo:

1 The large buffalo herds have been seen frequenting the areadmivizanyaan Loop and Ogsh
Road. You have never seen buffalo so healthy and fat
1 Many different groups of olBhattle-axebuffalo bullsare seenregularly.

Wild dogs:
I There was onéfrica wilddog seen this month at the end of Accésmd.

Cheetah& Leopards
f 2AGK2dzi 3FYS RNA@Sa 3IA2Ay3 2dzix YR gAGK GKS 3INI
spotted any spotted cats this month. As soon as we begin dedicated game drives andyteayzdim
6SQft aildlF NI NBO2NRAYy3I aAdaKilAy3Ia 2F (KSaS az2vYSeoKlI

Plains game:

1 The plains game is absolutely fantakbiice big journeys of giraffe and herds of eland are the order of
the day on Banyini at the moment.

Fishing
I You cannot believe the size of tiger and bream thatytbengfishing fanatics on the property are
catching! The have been perfecting their skillgh different types of baits, jigs, lures and flieand
then releasing their trophies to fight another day

Some interesting bush snippetsllow, as well as the Februar@allery of images.



Making it extra snappy Article and photos ly Jenny Hishin

| came across an interesting term recently, thaBae Force Quotient (BFQ)BFQs the regression of the
guotient of an animal's bite force in newtons divided by its body mass in kilog&implyput it isan anima®
bite force adjusted foits body nmass allometry. It does not take into account sharpness of teeth or other
differences in tooth form

What amazed me was théatfrican wild dog¢Lycaon pictushave the highest BFQf allliving Carnivora. Their
BFQ is 142 which is greater than thatdifger (127)r ahyena (117). African wild dogsly weigh about 25
kgsc they are very lithe spry creatures. They seem espedaibll compared to the prey they hunt, asd
their extremely powerfubite forcequotient is totheir advantageA wild dogwill sometimes even take its
chances hunting kudy which weigls about 200 kgon its own.




Black with white stripes Article by Jenny Hishinphotos by Sarah Ball

We are seeing some even stranger patterns on the zebitioks likefined £  O1 f Ay Sa 2y GKS |
and in some cases the fedlave black facedlhey are losing some of their white haagsd this is because af

contagious skin diseaseK I (1 Q& LINB g da®gtiby nmitésSaicépesiscabi@ginéSare the caus of

sarcoptic mange.

Thetiny mites burrow into the outer layer dd S 6 NI Q& a1 Ay ThéfBmak tikedlayiihemy/eyoS f a @
within the tunnels and in &w days the larvae hatch and move in the tunnels or mow® the surface of

thel S 6 NKinAT® foals are
affected the most because the
condition spread when the
zebrascome into

direct contact with one another
andthe foakhave a lot of
contact with their mothers when
suckling, staying close for
protection and when being
groomed.

LiQa yz2ad I O2yR
concerned about at this stage,
and is part of a natural cycle. But
it doesprove beyond doubtthat
zebrasare black wh white

stripes! Since the mite is eating
away thewhite fur, all thatwe

can seds the underlying black
skin of thezebra.




All about anting Article by Brad Fouché

Anting is a bhavioural grooming maintenance trait in birde first detailed recordsf antingbehaviourare
from the late 1930s. Anting has been recordedgixcontinents andhas been seen in sevei@lianorders-
mostly passerines, making up more than 200 bird species.

Anting kehaviour happens in two form The first being, whereby the bird catches individual ants and in a
preening fashion rubs the ant amongst their feathers. This is known as active anting. The second being when
birds will locate an ant nest and fly down and lie in the nest sand provitkégntsand leting the antscrawl

all over then. This is called passive antidguts that birds usually choose af®m the genug-ormica which

spray or exude formic acid in attack and defen

The functions for anting, at this stage can only be hypothesized, but educated assumption leads us to believe
that birds provoke the ants and this in turn causes the ants to release their defensive secretions. It is thought
that the ant secretions may hawan insecticidal, miticidal, fungicidal, or bactericidal properties. It has been
suggested that anting could possibly be a way of ridding ectoparabies) anextra additive to preen oil for
feather grooming, decreasing skin irritation during moult,dqareparation (removing formic acid from ant

bodies to make them palatable), sensory stifulation, etc.

Anting at times of high humidity might explain the documented fungicidal properties in ant secretions. It has
been noted that most anting seems take place in spring and summer, and this coincides with the time that
most bird species moult and most ant species are active.

Anting is a special behaviour to witness, so next time you see birds on the ground and you think they are just
dust bathingtry andhave a closer look!

Photos by Jenny Hishin



Twitter Photos by Sarah Ball

A young European roller grabs a juicy meal.
A Natal spurfowl on a wet morning




A Jacobin cuckoo perches in the rain while a little-bater waits for its next meal to buzz by.




