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WILDLIFHOURNAL
SINGITA PAMUSHANA, ZIMBABWE
For the month oflly, Two Thousand anBiwentyOne

Temperature Rainfall Recorded Sunrise & Sunset
Average minimum: 11.3¢ /52.38 C 0 Forthe month: 0.4mm Sunrise:  06:25
Minimum recorded:  07.9¢ /46.28 C 0 Season to dateB08.3mm Sunset: 17:35
Average maximum:  25.7¢ /78.28 C U
Maximum recorded: 33.1¢ /91.58 C 0

Although we are in the grip of winter, our Zimbabwean lowveld winterscaraparativelymild and we still
experience glorioussunny warm dayslhe vegetation is relatively thick given the time of year, thanks to all the
rain we receivedbut the colours laveturned to the muted metallics
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Lions
1 The River Pride males were found cuddled up together in the morning sunshine, trying to warm up.
I The Southern Pride have been sewar the boundary in the Benzi area.
1 The dedicated lion scouts track the lion prides daily, so all guests should see lions at Singita
Pamushana.

Leopards
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leopardess sitting on a large mound near to the road, bathed indfiEnoongolden sunlightand
another stalking and hunting impalas and nyalas.

Hyenas
1 The clan of hyena in the central areas is so formidable. Eight of them were seen naasth trying
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Simbiri Dam.

Rhincs
1 Excellent sightings of rhinos, as always. Many of the sightings are at rhino middens where a dominant
bull marks histerritory, and other rhinos show their submissive acceptance of the territorial bull.
9 One of the most enjoyable white rhino sightings was on the Banyini open areas opatbeiling and
marking his territory while a mother and calf happily grandule basking in the warm sunshine
Another was of1 white rhino bull with a long needkgharp horn, posing beautifully while backdropped
by the typicalAfricanscene of an umbrella tree.

Elephants

1 The elephant sightings are also excellent, thanks tadifygngvegetation and the need to drink from
the pans that have a yeaound supply of water.

1 Alovely breeding herd sighting was when thegre located moving across tidubangweniRoad The
elepharts with their babies happily walked front and kehindthe vehicle, appearing and then
disappearing likgreat greyghosts from the mopane woodlands.

1 Amemorablebull encounter was had on theastan side of theBanyini where there wasalarge
elephantfeeding in the mopaneThe guidestopped on the road at about 50 mes from himand the
giantthen stopped feeding and walked straightttee guide and guests, stoppimgly about eight
metres from thevehicle. He looked everyone ovéhen crossed theoad and started feedingearby.
Theguestsspent about 10 minutes watching him in silenlmjingthe experience and seeirfgm feed
at suchclose proximity.

Buffalo
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started to emerge from the eastern trdme, and we knew it was something big. We posiidn
ourselvesat the water. What a sightA (i éah estiknated 800 or more buffalo came pouring in for
water. Like a swarm they quickly engulfed thaterhole and waded in, providing us with front row
seats to some spectacular viewing of the unforgettable exent.

Plains game
1 Wonderful scenes of the abundant plains game, as well as the more reclusive eland, sable and
Lichtensteir@ hartebeest



Unusual sighting
I There was a great sighting in the evenin@ofAfrican wild cat.

Underground photo hide
I The Hwata photo hide igery popular with elephants, rhinos, buffalo, plains game and guests!

Bush valks

1 Now is theverybest time for bush walksSome gests have spent time on foot watching two white
rhinos graze nearbyOther guestswatched a bull elephant drink from a spring that flows from a hole in
a rock, whilefour buffalo bulls grazedearby Their guide helped therto climb onto a rock right above
the scene and watcfrom the safe vantagevhile being in complete awe of this experiend&en they
continued toanotherspringand spent time watching a herd of over 100 buffalo pour in for water
Apart from the wildlife that can be seen foot it is wonderful to experience great vistas and views,
and to stand next to some of the biggestdirbs that stand sentinel overiglandscape.

Rock art
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I NXVE enjbyed a beautiful walk through tiéalilangwe hills, navigating highrise rocky passages,
never knowing what laground the next bend. On the one corridor we turned up, we came through
the vegetation to be blown away by tleheerscale and multitude adincientrockart on the rock face.
We gent nearly 40 mins just admiring the huge varietyaintings Eventually we had to press on and
continued toChimbiya spring, passing moreckart and taking some time to just absorb the tranquil
environment we found ourselves .

Gonarezhouwday trips
1 One of the day trips intGonarezhou National Pankcluded visiting GivililaFalls andhavingtea on
the platform, then continuing on to Chilojoli@s whereelephans, kudu, zebra, nyala arather plains
gamewere seen en routeAt the cliffs a couplef elephantbullswere cooling their feet in the river
directly below the colourful cliffscreating a most memorable iconic scene.

Water safaris and fishing
I The sundowner water safaris are simply sublime at this time of year.
1 The fishig is less prolific in these colder winter months, but some monster tigers have been landed by
devout enthusiasts!

Some bushreflections and articledollow, as well as theJuy Gallery of images.



A mostwelcome welcome By MarkFriend

Covid19, what a disruptivehapterthis has been for thevorld, for us @ humansfor business and especially
the Travel and Leisuri@dustry.Having recently speribo muchtime without any guests to guide, as a direct
result of thispandemic, was so excited to finally getprivate guide and his guestho were determined to not

let anything stoghem coming m safari Upon picking them up from their late flight and chatting with them on
the way back to the lodge, | listened as they told mehibeors and frustrations of being locked down in the
UK and how special it was jush be out in the fresh air with nothing but pure pristine wild areas around them.
So, without wastingoo muchtime settlingthe guestinto the lodge, we made a plan to get out into the bush
soon as possible.

We left the lodgen thelate afternoon,and leing winter here right now the sun starts to set rather egllyt

despite this the birds were out in force singing and chirping away while impala and nyala hung around a small
waterhole neatthe lodge lapping up the last rays of the afternoon sun. Finalle were out and away from all

the restrictions and worries of before

It's amazing how Mother Nature just knows what is needefidal our souls. This afternoon was exception,
andas we drove round the corner from the lodge, filled with excitemamd still chatting, | glanced to my left
and | could not believe my ey¥s hére was a young adult female leopard just sitting upright on an earth
mound, right next to thesehicle!l was so excitedsimultaneously bringing the vehicle to a stgwinting ou

the cat and geting my words out irtime, fearing that this magnificent cat would flee if we made any undue
sound or movement. To my absolute relief, this elusaaitary, secretivéeopardremained sittinghere

looking at us, then looking around hiarritory for any hunting opportunities. | turned to my guests to express
my excitement and saw them also blown away by this sighting. It was the last thing we had expected to see, let
alone to see her so relaxednd almost as if she was ébetl to seeguests again and had come out to welcome
ud A ray of golden light came out from the shade, catching the ledparykes and causing them to glisten.
Despite my guesiand her private guidéoth being into photography, neither had their cameras up, both were
So entrancedt this sightingl quietly suggested grabbing a quick picture even if it pwstsfor a memory of

their welcome to Zimbabwe.

Photo by Nicholas Vounnou



We spent several minutes watching the young leopardess beloeeeroed inon somedistantsounds. She
slowly got up, looked back at us momentarily, as if to selgase excuse me, my dinner is calKiig@nd off she
went. As we started to move off, we @ldl see farawayin the distance what she had been hearing, a herd of
impala moving through the thick vegetation, making them a greatting opportunity forthe leopard.

An afternoon well spent Story and photos byAlex Naert

It wasmy 3 dzS &rst aft@rnoon atSingita Pamushana and | decided to take them to the underground photo
hide at Hwata Pan, here on tialilangwe Wildlife ReservalVhen wearrivedthere were no animalsat the
pan, so wewent into the hidesetourselvesup and wdted patiently.

It only took 10 minutes for a white rhino cow and her calf to showSe cautiously walked up to the wat@r
edge and started drinking, whilst her calf stood beside her looking datighingdoves.Before she had
finisheddrinkingtwo young white rhindoullswalked straight to the water and started drinkirBefore longhe
cow and calf were standing away from the water with another cow and calf, and a couple more rhino at the
waterhole In total we had 11 white rhir@surrounding us!

As the sun started to set and the rhimslowly disappeiged into the mopane, a lone old buffalo bull came down
to the water, looked around and walked away without drinkiig were enjoying the sound of the double
banded sandgrouse, when a youngmantbull camealongto drink. He drankhis filland as he was walking

off heflushed a male lion out of a grass paitdineelephantran off in one direction and the lion in the other.

It was now the end of ourrt afternoon and it reminded me of ather amazing afternoon spent there taking
photographs of lioeand rhing, in thehide, at suchcloseproximity to these large wild animals.







Soft light

We arewell into winter and on some chilly mornings a blanket of mist has been thrown over the low lying
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way to wake up and get ready for the photaghicopportunitiesthat lie ahead, because the blanket of mist

acts likea filter for soft photographic studio light.

Phototaken above the lowying mistby Josh Saunderand the photo on the airstrip of beautiful soft diffused
light, with the sunshine trying to break througby Mark Saunders
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Redbilled oxpeckergumping off a

buffalo to take a bath, then flying
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s themselves off and preen.

=== Photo by Josh Saunders

A crested barbet having a drink on

the deck.
Photo by Jennifer Conaghan




Juy Gallery

Zebras at Hwata Paand an African wild dog cooling off in the shade. Photesby Josh Saunders




