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WILDLIFE REPORT
SINGITA GRUMETI TANZANIA
For the month of August, Two Thousand and Twenty One

Temperature Rainfall Recorded Sunrise & Sunset
Average minimum:  20°C (68°F) Faru Faru 30 mm Sunrise 06:48
Average maximum: 29°C (84°F) Sabora 6 mm Sunset 18:48
Minimum recorded: 17°C (62°F) Sasakwa 19 mm

Maximum recorded: 31°C (87°F)

August was a very hot month and midway through it we experienced some rain. This gave the burnt areas a
tinge of green which attracted more antelopes and zebras. Having more medium sized antelopes on the
plain has attracted more cheetahs than past months of the year. While the mega herds of wildebeest are
gone there are thousands of zebras in the reserve and they keep the predators healthy and well fed.

Mara River Camp has seen wildebeest crossings within an hour’s drive from the camp, almost consistently
throughout the month. Game viewing has been good and the river, for the most part, has been quite low
giving the wildebeest the advantage when they cross.

Here’s a sightings snapshot for August:
Lions

e The Nyasirori pride members have occupied Raho drainage both upstream and downstream of
Kigelia crossing. Their new cubs are in good health.



e Most of the Butamtam pride members were sighted on Pundamilia Hill, Chui drainage and Koroya
Hill, and their other few members seen at Sasakwa Hill, Rhino Boma and Kombre drainage. One of
the Butamtam pride lionesses was seen up at Sasakwa Hill helping her three tiny cubs to cross the
concrete road.

e Mkuyu pride members were seen on the burnt area east of German Bridge and the other members
were seen near Colobus Crossing East of Grumeti River.

e Ridge Hill pride members were seen a few times at Sasakwa Dam and they were seen being chased
by Butamtam members back on to Ridge area which is their home ground.

Leopards
e The Grumeti North female daughter kept her territory and was mostly sighted west of German
Bridge, east of Grumeti West Road and south of Sand Road. She was seen hunting topi fawns.
e The dominant male was sighted a few times along Mbogo drainage.
e A shy male was seen south of Sabora camp, up in a sausage tree on the Sabora drainage line.

Cheetahs
e The Sasakwa male was often seen at Old School area, east of Koroya and Pundamilia Hill.
e The Nyasirori female was seen south east of Nyasirori Ranger Post.
e A new female with her three cubs of about seven months old continued to be seen west of
Nyasirori Ranger Post.

Elephants
e Elephants were seen scattered out on the plain in small herds, and mostly at Sasakwa Dam where
they drink regularly.
e Faru Faru lodge experienced great elephants sightings as they were drinking in front of the lodge at
the waterhole.

Hyenas
e Hyenas were seen in small numbers at Rhino Rocks and elsewhere.

Buffalos
e With most areas being dry, Sasakwa Dam was flooded with buffalos early in the morning and late in
the afternoon.
e large herds were seen at Sasakwa plain, Kombre drainage, Ikorongo and Marula Explore areas.

Rhinos
e Eric the black rhino was seen very often on the burnt eastern section of the Boma.

Plains game
e Plains game have spread out in many areas of the concession, and this brings a nice balance of
small antelopes like Thomson gazelles, which are now seen in large herds especially on the burnt
areas.
e Topi began to deliver their babies from the beginning of the month, and we now see many
youngsters everywhere across the plains.

A bush story follows, as well as an August Gallery.



Elephants and the onset of the dry season By James lkamba

Well, it’s August and the coolness from June and July is fading away; it’s getting drier by the day. This is the
special time of year where the permanent water sources become great attractions for many of the wildlife,
and in turn, provides amazing game viewing.

The Sasakwa Dam is one of those special places; on one occasion we even witnessed elephant numbers of
up to 147, of five different families that met at the waterhole to drink and splash some mud on their bodies
as a means of thermoregulation to block out the heat.

We witnessed one family that had two very young elephant calves, and it was interesting to see how the
mother observed and assisted them coming down to the waterhole and letting them try the use of their
trunks to get water. Most calves below six months of age have not really mastered the use of the trunk to
do this. In suckling they fold their trunks upwards while drinking with their mouths, since the trunk is the
fusion of the upper lip and nostrils. We observed the young ones playing with their trunks while figuring out
a way to drink water; this became a highlight for guests who had been to Africa before but had not had the
opportunity to spend time with such young elephants.

Seeing such a number of elephants tells a wonderful story of what the Grumeti Fund does for conservation
and mitigating human wildlife conflict.
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Picture by Calson Luka



August Gallery

Picture by Calson Luka

Butamtam cubs pictured by Dom Lever



Grumeti North female leopard pictured by Godson Birdi

Cheetah and a youngster pictured by Godson Birdi



Water mongoose pictured by Dom Lever



Topi nursing pictured by Dom Lever

Secretary bird pictured by Dom Lever



Dwarf mongoose pictured by Dom Lever

Pictured by Dom Lever




Eric the black rhino pictured by Godson Birdi

Vultures pictured by Dom Lever




Prepared by Edward Kaaya & Grant Telfer
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