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WILDLIFE JOURNAL
SINGITA KRUGER NATIONAL PARK, SOUTH AFRICA
For December, Two Thousand and Twenty-two

Temperature Rainfall Recorded Sunrise & Sunset
Average minimum:  21.3°C(70.3°F) For the month: 49 mm Sunrise: 05:09
Minimum recorded: 19.0°C (66.2°F) Season to date: 121.5 mm Sunset: 18:45

Average maximum: 31.9°C (89.4°F)
Maximum recorded: 35.0°C (95.0°F)

The month of December which is officially the first month of summer here has brought on more rains
throughout the concession, making the pans across the concession overflow, and giving wallowing animals
plenty of options for them to take their mud baths in the heat of the summer days. There are still new shoots
of greenery sprouting out of the ground and bare branches, giving the herbivores an abundance of fresh food.

A Sightings Snapshot for December follows:



Lions

Lion sightings have been good in December with the Mananga Pride being one of our stable prides in
the north. We have seen a slight shift in the pride dynamic as the pride was initially split into the
smaller portion (two lionesses and six cubs) and the larger portion (fifteen pride members), but
towards the end of the month we saw a further division between the larger portion into eleven and
four.

The larger portion of the Mananga Pride has been seen all across their territory both eastern and
western side of our western boundary, and on occasion they have been seen looking very hungry. We
think the cubs are now starting to participate in hunting trying to assist the adults but they do not have
experience and they mess up the hunting opportunities! They have also been seen with very full bellies
on occasions, and they made a double wildebeest kill at Golf Course Clearing which provided enough
food for the whole pride for two days.

The smaller portion of the Mananga Pride has been sighted on numerous occasions in and around the
Gudzane Dam area.

The Shishangaan males have also been spotted in the concession, but not as frequently as previous
months. We have seen them separated on a few occasions and spending time with the smaller portion
of the Mananga Pride.

Shish Pride was seen around the southern parts of the concession. One lioness was missing, however,
the next day she was seen mating with a Trichardt male near camp. The Shish lionesses do not have
stable males that we can say are dominant at this moment, the kingship in the south is up in the air
with many coalitions trying to take the throne.

The Trichardt males are having a hard time protecting their new territory. We have had three relaxed
nomadic males come in following the Shish lioness, that chased the Trichardt males away.

The Maputo male has also been seen on a few occasions in the central parts of the property vocalizing
and marking his former territory.

Leopards

We spotted a big male leopard around Xigamba Pan feeding on an impala lamb, and were not able to
identify him, as one of the regular leopards we see in the area.

Another unknown male was spotted around golden oriole, and was a little more cautious about the
vehicle presence than the male we saw around Xigamba Pan.

Nhlanguleni female and the cubs have been spotted around the central area, and we viewed them
feeding on a fully grown impala female west of the central depression. After they had fed for three
days, a mating pairs of leopards arrived and the male took over the carcass and finished it off.

The Dumbana young males were spotted in Ntsimbitsane, Ostrich-link, and Dave’s Crossing areas, and
they have been moving north up to Name-badge Hill, providing us with remarkable viewing
opportunities. Their mother has been away for most of the month but she was seen on a number of
occasions and is believed to be pregnant, after viewing her mate with two different male leopards a
few months ago. We tracked her all the way to Sisal/Nyokeni, suspecting that she might be looking for
a place to give birth.

A relaxed adult female was also seen around Gudzane Dam on a few occasions, stalking impala.

Wild dogs

We had great sightings of wild dogs this month, there are three different packs that we have been
seeing, a pack of five, a pack of nine, and eleven. The pack of five was first seen around Maputo/Sisal,
and they seem to be hanging more around the eastern part of the concession.

The pack of nine was seen coming from H6 public road in the Kruger and they have been in the
concession for about two days moving north towards the Warthog Pan area.



A pack of eleven wild dogs was located on Milk-berry and they were followed until they settled down
at Ostrich Link open areas. Two days later they were spotted again at Mondzo Pan and they had blood
on their faces, there was also a lot of vultures around in the distance. The same pack was seen again on
Ntsimbitsane feeding on an impala lamb.

Spotted hyenas

We still don’t have a confirmed den-site on the concession, but we have been very lucky with hyena
sightings. We had a couple of single hyena sightings around the Ostrich Link and Ma-4-pounds area.

A single adult and two sub-adults were recorded being seen at Mbeki's Crossing coming from the west
in Kruger, they might have a den-site along the drainage west of Mbeki drainage outside of the
concession.

A clan of twelve was seen at a golf course clearing trying to scavenge from the lions that killed two
wildebeest.

A number more clans were seen on several occasions across the concession, mostly in the general
vicinity of the wild dogs, but not restricted to that area.

Elephants

We are blessed with elephant sightings! The basalt grassland has been feeding a lot of different
animals with good palatable grass this summer. We have recorded a couple of large herds around the
basalt grasslands moving east below the mountains. Elephant bulls in musth were seen following the
herd.

A lot of different herds were also seen in the southern section of the concession, especially in and
around the Sticky Thorn area. We had a lot of rain in the eastern part of the concession and this is
attracting the elephants to come for good grazing.

We have also seen a number of lone elephant bulls in immaculate condition with impressive tusks and
overall size.

Buffalos

On occasion we have a large herd that comes from the northern boundary around Mbatsane Firebreak
and splits into two groups, some heading towards Nhongo and the other group heading south to
Mangwa Road. Both herds stay for a few days in the concession, then slowly move back north or west.
A few buffalo bulls were sighted on our concession, around Sisal region.

Plains game

The general game has been extremely good almost everywhere in the concession - we have had
remarkable sightings of towers of giraffes, wildebeest with brown calves, dazzles of zebras, and quite a
lot of impalas. We are very privileged because most of our open grasslands have natural pans around
them and that creates a favourite place for most of the general game, with food nearby and water.
They also feel safe because it is open enough for them to be able to see predators approaching them.
Kudu and the waterbuck population seem to be on a steady increase. We had good sightings of them
all along the N’wanetsi River, including the central depression area. Even when we drive to the east
towards the mountains, they never disappoint us, and they are always there.

Rare animals and other sightings

A mother cheetah and two sub-adults were spotted a few times around the central depression area,
and they have been seen hunting and killing two impala lambs. The sub-adults can hunt and the other
impala lamb was killed by one of them.

A single female cheetah was seen around Basalt/ Gudzani-east hunting and ended up going back into
Kruger. The next day she was also found north of Xingwenyana Crossing feeding on an impala lamb.



Birds

A number of klipspringer pairs were seen all over the concession

A thick-billed cuckoo was spotted around the central area near Cub’s Crossing for the first time in the
concession.

Crested guinea fowl were also spotted on the eastern boundary around Maputo/fence-line.

We had quite a few sightings of eastern nicators around the lodge and they have been very vocal,
contacting each other.

A couple of greater painted snipes have been recorded around the N'wanetsi Crossing/Sisal-line, and
Euphorbia Crossing.

A male shaft-tail whydah was spotted around the Cassia open area.

We have had a large number of waterbirds wading in the N’wanetsi River, congregating around small
pans of water that have created fish-traps.




Under the African sky Article by Solomon Ndlovu

Africa is a unique continent full of resources, some of which we overlook. | have found that sitting quietly
around a waterhole has become one of my favourite things in the past few years. | have learned to appreciate
nature by sitting, and observing what is around me, and I'm very fortunate to be able to share this experience
with my guests, experiencing the peace and activity that is often happening around the water. In this way, | get
to build a relationship connecting myself and nature, and it makes me happy. Our life today is so busy, either
working many hours, attending to families, or living in over-developed cities and towns where we have a huge
population of humans, big buildings, light pollution, and traffic. Because of all this, we often do not have time
for ourselves or quiet time to think and appreciate nature in peaceful and quiet places.

One of my favourite times to do this is the late afternoon when most of the birds will come to drink before
sunset. | have viewed the double-banded sandgrouse and the red-billed queleas coming in small flocks and
contact calling each other. And of course, there is always the music of the water thick-knees calling in the
background or a ring-necked dove.

Sometimes lions, leopard or hyenas call, as they start getting active to move around their land for territorial
markings or hunting.

If you have been on safari or you are planning your trip and you have not done this, please ask your guide to do
it! If you are lucky in summer you might even get to experience the fireflies in the darkness. What a magical
experience!



The god of Egypt Article by Tovhi Mudau

Beetles, which account for an estimate of 40% of all insect species on earth, can be found in every corner of the
world, and are arguably the most important organisms on our planet. They perform niche roles in ensuring the
planet’s health. Dung beetles which owe their lineage to the family group Scarabaeidae, and are affectionately
known as scarabs, are also spread across the continents with the exception of Antarctica where these dung
beetles can’t survive due to the cold temperatures.

Dung beetle

As their name suggests dung beetles spend the greater part of their short two year lives in and around dung for
survival, with the exception of the colder winter months when they remain in a state of torpor. With the vast
number of herbivores that flood the earth few think about the dung that these animals mass produce - which is
innumerable tones of dung a day! The great thing is that we don’t have to think too much about dung in the
bush as with everything here there are decomposers for it, which are the trusted dung beetles that use it as
their main source of food. They use their serrated legs to cut into dung and pat it down to form the famed balls
they roll around, which can be 50 times their weight, which they push around in a handstand manner.
Remarkably, they are thought to use the Milky Way to navigate.

Image of a dung beetle brood ball that was dug up by a hoey badger and larvae eaten.



In Africa dung beetles have been treasured for many reasons, mainly the benefits to man. However, in some
ancient cultures ,like Egyptian, they were considered sacred as they represented much more than a source of
food or a clean-up team, - they represented a god. Khepri the god of the morning sun, who was depicted as a
man with a dung beetle head, was believed, by his subjects, to have emerged, seemingly like dung beetles,
from nothing. Khepri did not owe his existence to any other deities or life forms. Khepri, like the dung beetle
with its dung ball, was said to roll the sun from the east over the earth then roll it to the west into the
underworld. Ancient Egyptians believed the sun died every day and resurrected every morning. The motion of
the spherical dung ball alone also represented birth, life, death and resurrection simultaneously. Subsequently,
dung beetle amulets became a renowned image in Egypt and could be found in homes, as jewellery, and even
on graves and they were said to give regenerative powers to their owners. To this day such amulets are still
being traded globally and have given Khepri immortality through the centuries as people dig deeper into the
meaning of the scarab charms. A few people still believe that as the dung beetles get onto the dung ball and
spin around to navigate that they are actually doing a dance to honour the god of Egypt.

Depiction of Khepri, image by Patrick Landmann/Science Photo Library
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White-backed vultures Photo by Evidence Nkuna
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Plains zebras Photo by Evidence Nkuna
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Lilac-breasted rollers Photo by Evidence Nkuna

Flap-necked chameleon Photo by Evidence Nkuna



