WILDLIFHOURNAL
SINGITA PAMUSHANA, ZIMBABWE
For the month ofMarch, Two Thousand andwenty Two

Temperature Rainfall Recorded Sunrise & Sunset
Average minimum: 21.7¢ /71.08 C0  For themonth: 20.5 mm Sunrise: 06:00
Minimum recorded: 19.2¢ /66.58 C 0  *Season to date461 mm Sunset: 17:54

Average maximum: 35.4¢ /95.7%@ C 0  *Season = Sep to Aug
Maximum recorded: 37.9¢ /100@2¢ C 0
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than when repeat guests return with their nearest and dearest friends, wanting nothing more than for
them to fall in love withthis part of Africaoo.
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and take in altiversecreatures great and small, as well as the rock art, bush walks, photographiartide

luxury safarcruiseson the Malilangwe Dam. That sattlis weekone group of guests described seethg

BigFHve in two hoursvhen they returned from their evening drivex herd of thirty elephants feeding

below Chikwetediffs, a lion and a lionese the same aregfive white rhinos and onduffalo bullsharing

the water at O2Pan,anda male leopard walking along the Birgaad marking its territory between Sigs

Hill andSosigi Dam.



The weather has been autumn hot but we had a cold snap with some heavy dowrgdate Hut welcome
for this time of year.

A sightings snapshot faMarch follows:

Lions
1 The majority of sightings have been of the Nduna Pride, numbering up to 11 lions together at one
GAYS® ¢KS@ Q@S 0SSy eésinth&ENduddgahd) Gaardrdas. alegrds the dedl T | £ 2
of the month weheard a commotion of lions fighting over sething. We drove to the noiseand
found that lions had killed a buffalo calf and draggeidtiv a rocky areand were fighting over it
The males were feeding while the lionesses lay on the rocks waiting, and the cubs tried to feed with
the males. The males were not willing to shatteence all the growlingThe next afternoorone of
the lionesseambusheda subadult buffalo calf,and sprung onto its back! de than twenty
buffalo came charging towards the lion and the cailfgdthe lion ran away leaving theleedingcalf
with its life saved.
Five lions were seeat MabhakweniPan, where ayoung male pubn a show by climbing up a tree
The River Pride with 12 members were seen along the ChiredzitBivey tohunt a dazzle of
zebra, but the element of surprise wdest when the wind changed direction and their scent gave
them away.
9 At the end of the month the two Nduna males were seethim south-east cornerf Banyini
feeding on @uffalocalft KS& QR OF dzZAK G @
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Rhinos

1 Excellent rhino sightings, as always. @fteth black and white rhinos were seen together at
waterholes.

1 One afternoon arelephant bull was drinkinglone at a panthen it was joined byone malewhite
rhino, oneyoung female black rhino artiree dagga boyuffalos. After sunsetwhen driving bak
past a central waterhole there wasbaeeding herd of buffaloes drinkingvhile fourwhite rhinos,
oneelephant bull andne black rhino waiéd for their turn to drink.

I Guestsaw a total of 14 white rhinos igroups of twos and threes one mornir@ne aternoon,
while sitting in the photographic hide, total of 12white rhinos cameto drink and wallow at
different intervals with nine being counted togetheaall drinking at the saméme.

1 On one epic eveningiore tharl5white rhinos cameo drink, plus a phenomenaix black rhinos
What an unforgettable sundowner evening that was!

1 A mother white rhinds shepherding &rand new babyThey have been seen alone with the
mother drinking at quieter times from the central @disouth-eastern pans.

African wild dogs

I We are seeing two packs of wild dogs at the momeatgroup of six, mainly males, and another
group of 11 that includes one dog with a broken leg. (It is possible they are all members of one
larger pack.)

1 Thepack of six have been hunting in the central areas, and are all looking fit and strong. An epic
sighting with them was when they were seen chasing a lioness around Hwata Pan.

I The pack of 11 were seen at Chikwete Pan, very relaxed, and having a so@atioteshowing
dominance amongst themselves over a female that was in oestrus. The dog with the broken left
front leg was calling and whining, begging for regurgitated food from the other dogs, but
unfortunately they had come back from a hunt without rdsult is simply amazing that this dog
has survived for so long thanks to its family regularly feeding it and staying with it.

Buffaloes
1 Herds in their hundreds congregate daily to drink at the larger water sources like Banyini Pan or
NdunaDam. The dagghoys have been having a fine time wallowing in the muddy quagmires.



Elephants
1 There have been lovely sightings of breeding herds near the river, and one herd has been drinking
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the game viewersnuch tothe delight of the guests.
1 The buls have been in evidence during the heat of the day, at the waterholes. Some guests inside
the sunken photographic hideada muddy shower when a bwimed his trunk into the hide and
sprayed them from head to toe!

Leopards
1 Most of the leopard sightings have been after dailike the relaxed adult female walking along the
Binya Road, stopping every now and again to groom herself.
I Guests on an afternoon fishing expedition were lucky enough to spot a male leopard sleeping on
top of a rock.

Hyenas
1 A terribly difficult situation tawvithessone morning was when a zebra mare had complications
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every compassionate person wanted to hddpt in a situation like this we have to let Nature take
its caurse. By the afternoon we found hyenas busy finishing off the carcass. The next morning
revealed one hyena and many vultures feeding on the remains, while the hyenas digested their
meal at a nearby pan. In a way we must be thankful that thvesg necessarscavengers were able
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deathof starvation.

Plains game
I One of the guides described the Banyini area being like a little Serengeti, such is the previlence o
plains game in that area currently.

Rock art
9 The bush is still quite thick to do loegploratorybush walks, but shorter walks to the rock art sites
are ideal. Our guests were so impressed with state the paintings arpristine sites andlearly
distinguishable art.

Safari boat cruises
9 This unique offering within the Singita stable is a mustldevVitably afterguests experience one
they request another! Sightings of hippos, crocoddasg water birds are guaranteed, as are the
best gin and tonicsou could ever dream of, and every now and again guastsalso treatedvith
a sighting of elephants, a black rhiopa leopardon the shoreline.

Fishing
I The water is getting cooler, but there fishing for bream and tigerfish has still been good.

GonarezhouwDay Trips
1 Guests have enjoyed these long day outings, and the more reactive breeding herds of elephants
prevalent inGonarezhowensure you are jolted out of your hypnotic reverie every so often.

Kambako Living Museum of Bushcraft

1 Juliushas beershowcasing theanishing culturend skillof the Shangaan peoplejuch to our
guestsdelight

There are many bush stories to tdhis month, andwe close witha March Gallery.



Dwarf mongoosegrooming session
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as | drove through a particularly rocky section betwésmlLojaan and Ndunareal heard the chirrups of




several dwarmongooses dashing for cover. It had rained that morning and the rocks were vibrant in their
damp saturated colourand lichens| decided to sit silentlg a real luxury when you are on your own, and

see if they would settle and go about théusiness once more. (The collective noun for a group of
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After a few minutes a tiny head peeped out from behind a crevice, and inquisitive eyes stared at me. A little
vocalisation was given, and then anothmezad popped out from a cramy. And so it went for about 20

minutes until all these adorable little faces were peering at me,rma#ling a collective decision about if

my big zoom lenand Iwere dangerous or not. Fortunately theyade thecorrectdecision and | was then
treated to some behaviour that is rather rare to see. Two mongooses began grooming themselves, and
then one another. After a while a third darted in for a little grooming session. Then a fourth, but that one
RARY QUG adl & freayed, dut dlsk Sodusy BadSfaséirdited by allitiésisegrooming, much

of it being given and received.

Dwarf mongoosgare highly social living in cohesive groupsbbutthree to 30 individuals that
collectively engage in cooperative breeditgyritory deferce, sentry duties to look out for predators,
babysitting and grooming. Within each group thera iggid hierarchywith a single breeding pabeing
dominant and reproduction of all other group membetgressedDwarf mongooses are active during the
day in relatively open habitats were they mainly feed on insects but are also known to psaeyatin
snakes, lizards ardtle mammals.

Back at my desklooked up the latest research on dwarf mongoose behaviour, and fouhdbout the
Dwarf Mongoose Research Projethis project was set up in 2011 to investigate a-reing population of
cooperatively breeding dwarf mongooses. Supported byUhesersity of BristolUK, and the University of
Pretoria, South Africaheir research explores thinteractions of animals in social groups, with particular
emphasis on the use ebmmunication to coordinate cooperative behaviour and to mediate conflitttin
and between groups.

The researchersecordedall the grooming that individuals engaged in with their groupmatés.know
that beinggroomed helps with hygieneeduces anxiet@and is an enjoyable treat. It alsmderpins social
relationshipsg the higher up in the hierarchy the more grooming attention a mongoose recesedsis
important for their social Wes.

But, the researchers have alebservedsome very interestinpehaviour that is news to us all. For instance

dwarf mongooses eward those wh@erformedgood behaviourlike sentinel watchingn the day, by

grooming them more in the eveningack at theirsafedefK 2 aS (G KF G RARY QO Lz t @K
aggressive and bullying were given less attention, even ignored, back at thBaldhere is this delayed

reward systemThisshows thatthe mongooses keep tabs on conflict occurring between their groupmates.

They can identify bullies just from the vocalisations given during disputes, store this information and

implement a delayed confliahanagement strategyrhe findings are important because it is often

suggested that it is difficult for animals to rememberspaltercations between groupmates, only to act on

them later, particularly when the individual was not involved in the interaction and with everyday life
continuing inthe interimL & LIN2 @S&a GKIF G AG A& y24d 2yteé (GKS St SLIk

Another fascinating findingbout grooming was that it played a role in peaceful hierarchy takedwehe

event that an alpha male or female dies, the mongoose that is next in the hierarchsoadeethe role. If
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another constantly until one eventually gives, wovered in salivé&so, when too much of a good thing

becomes unbearable and one mongoose cannot endure it any longer it gives up and relinquishes the alpha
role to the other.

While | was researching this my newsfeed was abuzz witkateet about thewars, violence and conflict
that@taking place around the worldhe absurd differences in configtt yF 3SYSy i o6Si6SSy 2
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The painted wolves of Africa

L QR Z&1to @tthithe worng in this case hoping for African wild dogs or painted wolves as they are
also known. Glimpses of them had been reported days before, and you can try and predict their future
location based on the direction they were traveling, tiearest water source, and the most prolific areas



for their preferred prey species being impala. Other than that they are notoriously difficult to find or follow.
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In 2019, thankfully before Covidt, my husband and | embarked on my buckst-of-a-lifetime holiday,

being a trip to Alaska to semastal brown bears. | had never been able to justify to myseléxuebitant

price tag of a pair of Swarovski bincatd, but just before we were about to leave Swarovski hada 70
FYYADSNEFNE LINE Y 2 (itheoffer. Whil&koutlon esthalrbeniéwing bddfakbrg fhé

coast of Katmai National Park | picked up my Swarovskis gigt, figstfor the sheer gy of using such

quality pair ofbinoculars. We had seen many bears by this stage, but as | scanned the coastline | heard
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pair of Swarovskis.
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to stop, switch off, and use my Swarvs which are always close at hand. | scanned the distant impala and,
fA1S [AGGES wWSR wARAWSRIA 2&aRe di 26 KISINI NI §TyNEQ S8 Sd2 OK |
wolves, just standing on the airstrip, listening to the sounds of the morning as they tried to locate their
packmates or a hunting opportunity. Once again my Swarvs had found me wolves!

I was on theedge of my seat and spellbourd they caught up with three other members of their pack,
and together the six of them made their way to the Banyini for a quick drink and to see what hunting
opportunities lay ahead. By this stage | was able to radio theragnide who was out with guests to Ferrari
safari down to the Banyini and join me, whitfey did, resulting in the first photograph as a lovely memory
for the guests and a classic Singita safari shot.

We followed thepackfor some time as they tried thush prey, but then they dispersed like shotgun
shrapnel through the mopane thickets and it was game over for us. What a very special morning indeed!

Fourtoed elephantshrew / sengi
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astronomical ISO anghutter speed) managed to do so early one mornasgthe little beast was

momentarilynosing about adung pilé. K S& | NB (INKESLINGSHE SYLIKIT iyAlgaSe 2F GKS |
others being the at lion, rhinocerosbeetle, buffalo weaver andeopardtortoise.)

Few mammals have had a more coittul history of misunderstood ancestry than the elephatirews, or
sengis.Their common naméelephant shrew" comes from a perceived resemblance between their long
noses and the trunk of an elephant, and their superficial similarity with shielephant shrews are not, in
fact, shrews. Recent evidence suggests that they are more closely retategroup of African mammals
that includes elephants, sea cows, and aardvarks.

Here are a few more fun facts about them:

This species, as its name suggests, has only four toes on its hind feet.

Compared to other sengthat have small earand eyesa fourtoed elephant sengi has broad,
upstanding ears and large eyes.

They have a long, pointed, flexible and sensitive snout, which they use fatzgying

They have rather long legs for their size, and move in a hopping fashion like rabbits.
They are extremely fast, and can reach speeds of 28.8 kilometres per hour (17.9 mph).
Compared to other mammalian insectivores, sengis have relatively large brains.
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They are small insectivorous mammals native to Africa. fohetoed elephant sengis welig
between 160 and 280 (5.6 and 9.9z).

Their diets include termites, plant matter, centipedes, ants, crickaifipedesandspiders

The young are born in a highly developed state and are weaned by their matbensthereafter.
They have glands that produce a strong scent used to mark territories and deter predators.
They foot drum or tail slap the ground in stressful situations.
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