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ĖŌŌÑŔ Č - Duties of church groups 

Church �  FÑÕÑNǾMPÑ ĜŌQÒǾŎŌÖÑŌP Ĭ ÞŌŇMŘ ÒŌ Ĉst week of June 
as a special service focusing on God’s  Creation  

�  Î rganize active environment committees in every 
church including youth and children.  

�  I MNÑÕ ŘŎÞǾ ŃOÞǾŃO MŒ MŌ ÑŃŎ ŅǾÒÑŌŇÕŘ ŃOÞǾŃO MŌŇ 
organize all activities in an eco friendly environment 
using biodegradable products. eg. No Polythene 
and plastics  

�  HŌPǾŎŇÞŃÑ PŎ POÑ ŃŎÖÖÞŌÒPŘÆ mothers’ Unions, 
women’s organizations, self employment projects 
such as small industries eg. Cloth bags, paper bags, 
coir industry, handloom industry, Rattan and other 
products, earthen ware, Jute etc. 

�  Į ŒÑ ÑŌQÒǾŎŌÖÑŌP ŅǾÒÑŌŇÕŘ ÖMPÑǾÒMÕ ŇÞǾÒŌŊ ŃOÞǾŃO 
decoration. Avoid polythene. 

�  GŎ ŌŎP ÞŒÑ PÑŌŇÑǾ ŃŎŃŎŌÞP ÕÑMQÑŒ ĂĠŎÔÅ ŅŎǾ ÖMÔÒŌŊ 
palm crosses on palm sunday. Use the mature leaf. 

�  GŎ ŌŎP ÞŒÑ ŃŎŃŎŌÞP ŎǾ ŐÞR MÔ ĂMǾÑŃMŌÞPÅ ŅÕŎR ÑǾŒ for 
decoration as it will reduce the yield of nuts. 

�  Ĭ ŎÕMǾ Ĩ ŎR ÑǾ ÒŒ POÑ NÑŒP MQMÒÕMNÕÑ ÑŌQÒǾŎŌÖÑŌP 
friendly method we need in buildings.  

Think of changing the existing electricity to solar  
power.* 

* Initiate in high consumption churches initially with 
others to follow soon after. ADB loan may be possible. 

Vicarage,  Encourage clean, pleasant vicarages with home gardens.  
Utilize lands to provide income to the householder.     
Eg. Fruit trees, Coconut and spice gardens, vegetable 
garden, flower gardens etc. 

Priests, Deacons,  Educate the Congregations to be more responsible in 
environment friendly ways.  
Develop their spirituality to be responsible stewards of 
God’s Creation 

 

Church groups: 
Church environment committee 
Sunday School, Youth Fellowship 
Womens and Mens Fellowships, 
Other groups 

Protect and nurture your church environment. 
Be responsible parishioners, thinking positively in 
environment friendly ways. 
Make the area pleasant with flowers, trees and income 
generating plants as much as possible. 
Use a special day for planting a tree in the church 
garden, name it for future references. 

 

 

Annex 2 - Duties of church groups



Annex 1-  Administrative Ofcers and stake holders
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IV. Avoid disturbing the surroundings with noise pollution
V. Conduct awareness programmes for the church sextons/ helpers/ 

parishioners, and church environment committees on the 
implementation of the policies. 

Strategy 5d:    Conduct craft and home gardening programmes for the 
parishioners.

Challenges
² Teach crafts as self employment projects
² Make home gardening into an income generating process
² Seeds belong to the earth, therefore plant or throw them to soil.

Initiatives
I. Use Eco friendly material in construction projects- eg. Bricks not 

cement blocks.
II. Employ natural bers in craft projects.- use of paper, cane, wood, 

jute, coir etc.
III. Train children to appreciate helping out in home gardening projects.
IV. Use earthenware pots for cooking, clay lters for drinking water 

etc.
V. Make our Churches and homes active Eco friendly institutions.
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Challenges
²  Educate the clergy on the importance of living in harmony with the
    environment
² Teach children in school, Sunday school to appreciate the environment.
² Educate children to always use environment friendly material. 
    Eg. Lunch boxes instead of lunch wrapped in polythene sheet. 
²  Avoid plastic products

Initiatives
I. Conduct workshops and awareness programmes on environment 

involving if possible, government ofcers (Grama Sevaka, Economic 
Development Ofcers, school teachers, Agriculture or Forest Dept. 
ofcials) 

II. Organize nature excursions to appreciate the beauty of nature
III. Assign tasks that increase student involvement in environmental 

projects like recycling and waste management at home.
IV. Increase spirituality through the wonder of God's creation.

Strategy 5c: Taking care of the living environment at church, vicarages, 
Schools and other Institutions

Challenges
²     Conduct Home gardening projects
²  Maintain the cleanliness, beauty and pleasantness  in the living 

surroundings
²   Develop a state of belonging to the living quarters during the service 

tenure.
Initiatives

I. Grow produce that can be used by the grower. eg, fruit trees and 
vegetables

II. Beautify the home garden with owering plants.
III. Make use of the time spent in the quarters/vicarage to inculcate a 

feeling of home.
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Message from the Archdeacon

“O LORD, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made 
them all: the earth is full of thy riches”. Psalm 104:24

A Christian is the ultimate result of God's creation. The bible teaches us 
that God created us in his image to be the caretakers and guardians of his 
magnicent works. From the very beginning of creation, we have seen that 
man holds a great responsibility and respect for the creation, and he 
understands it correctly. Therefore, we need to delve deeper into whether 
the responsibility we have received for creation is only as a guardian or are 
we responsible for improving and conserving the environment.
Now more than ever, preserving God's creation which we are entrusted 
with, requires much concern and urgency. The media constantly reminds 
us of the rise in sea level due to melting glaziers, global warming, and the 
destruction of the planets' fauna and ora. The mission of Archbishop 
Bartholomew I the patriarch of the Greek Orthodox Church and Pope 
Francis, the head of the Roman Catholic Church who spoke out strongly in 
this regard, is to be commended immensely. (Launch of the Universal 
Declaration of the Environment). Universal Anglican voice recognizes the 
exploitation and promotion of the environment as one of the ve key areas 
in its mission. This need was recognized at the 2010 Lambert Conference 
and we have been invited to fulll our commitment and new vision for the 
environment as a prime duty.
 
The Bishopric of the Church of Ceylon, Kurunegala has been active in 
contributing to an eco-friendly mission for over 70 years, and it is a great 
achievement to be able to further consolidate and systematically make it a 
policy in 2021. In this sense, we are far ahead of the dioceses in many of the 
richest countries in the world, and it is a great achievement that from the 
grass root level up to the Bishops contributed in the study, discussion and 
compilation of this policy.
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IV. Avoid clearing forest areas for human occupation. Have areas 
earmarked for commercial purposes

V. Seeds are created to be planted. Do not throw them away, but plant 
them in the soil.

Policy Objective 5  -  Conduct Environment Appreciation Programmes

Strategy 5a:      Celebrate Environment day with praise and thanksgiving 
in worship.

Challenges
² Thanking and Praising God for the beauty of our country. 
² Educate all parishioners about benets of a healthy environment.
² Appreciate the blessings of God, given free to us every day, 

sunlight, clean air, fresh water etc. in practical programmes. 
       eg : nature excursions, eld programmes.
² Involve children and young people in outside activities more. 
      eg. Youth Fellowships

Initiatives
st

I. Celebrate Environment Sunday in all churches during the 1  week 
of June.

II. Incorporate a few sentences on environment in intercessory 
prayers every Sunday.

III. Incorporate 5 minutes of Sunday school time to discuss the virtues 
of creation.

IV. Plant a tree commemorating special days of the church, the 
institution or at home (Baptism, conrmation, or birthday) and 
teach children to care for their special plant.

Strategy 5b:  Implement Environment education programmes at Sunday 
schools and  Schools

At the 65th Diocesan Council held on the 30th October 2021, the policy 
was adopted by a unanimous vote. We express our heartfelt gratitude to His 
Eminence Bishop Keerthisiri Fernando, and to all the members of the 
Environment Committee for their support in building such a profound 
Charter. Covering every district of the diocese, various programs were 
conducted in a team spirit to promote environment friendly use of church 
grounds and other businesses resulting in the creation of a specic 
environment policy. This has led us to a pragmatic approach to the 
practical study of whether our environment can be regulated simply by 
having a policy, which therefore, has guided us to a practical program that 
is adaptable to the modern world. We look forward to the next steps in 
establishing Provincial Environmental Committees for church 
landscaping and income generating development. This action is a small 
attempt to fulll the Holy Word on the divine glory of the environment and 
will enable all institutions in our diocese to implement this as well as 
motivate the modern generation to protect and preserve the environment.

The challenge for us today is to correctly dene the responsibility of 
"stewardship" and to move away from the traditional path and move 
towards environmentally friendly development processes.

Ven. Rev. George Melder 
Archdeacon
Diocese of Kurunagala.
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Policy Objective 4 
Policy Objective - Preserve the ecosystem, biodiversity and species 
variation 

Strategy 4a: Strategies to minimize human animal conicts.

Challenges
² Avoid attracting animals to villages
² Stop poaching
² Avoid encroaching the space of the animals and birds

Initiatives
I. Organize community programmes to educate the inhabitants 

on systematic proper waste management to avoid attracting 
animals

II. Teach the value of wild animals and why they need to be 
             protected.

Strategy 4b: Avoid destroying the natural habitats and ensure and 
preserve space for  animals  and plant life.

Challenges
² Forests are protected reserves
² Avoid cutting trees in the natural habitat for economical     
             purposes
² Ecosystems must be maintained for biodiversity
² Trees are homes for birds and animals 
² Seeds belong to  the earth

Initiatives
I. Do not cut trees. Preserve and Nurture them while pruning at 

proper season
II. Preserve the areas which are frequented by birds and animals
III. Preserve plants that are rare and threatened by extinction.
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Initiatives
I. Plant vegetation such as legumes, to fertilize the soil.
II. Use compostable materials like leaves and household waste 
             to make compost.
III. Use animal waste such as cow dung or chicken waste to 
            enrich the soil.
IV. Make use of fertile soil, only for planting and not for 
            construction
V. Avoid waste created by excess buying of food and cooking 
            in excess. 

Strategy 3c:  Preserve the natural beauty of the surroundings.

Challenges
² Prevent littering and spoiling the environment
² Stop encroachment of forests
² Leave the natural environment untouched. Think and act,  
             leaving nature for animals and birds.
² Protect mother plant and avoid genetic engineering and 
             modications

Initiatives
I. Organize recycling programmes. Reduce, Reuse and   
             Recycle.
II. Provide bins for garbage collection and recyclables.
III. Plant owering trees and shrubs which attract butteries,  
             bees and birds.
IV. Avoid using chemical sprays for boosting owers, which 

destroys insects that help pollination.
V. Do not use genetically modied plants or seeds, that destroy the 

inherent natural plants and seeds.
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