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1984 Mercedes-Benz 300CD
2dr Coupe 5-cyl. 2998cc/123hp Turbodiesel Fuel Injection

#1 Concours condition #2 Excellent condition #3 Good condition #4 Fair condition

$66,300 $46,400 $25,400* $5,000
+11.8% +11.8% +11.9% +11.1%

NOTE: The chart displays price changes for the last year.

*Please note: All prices shown here are based on various data sources, as detailed in About Our Prices. For all Hagerty clients: The values shown do 
not imply coverage in this amount. In the event of a claim, the Guaranteed Value(s)® on your policy declarations page is the amount your vehicle(s) is 
covered for, even if the value displayed here is different. If you would like to discuss your policy, please call us at 877-922-3391.

Model description
By the admission of Mercedes-Benz, the W123 platform was not revolutionary, but “rather a thoroughly mature mid-
range car combining the latest engineering with tried and tested design features”. This sober summary reflects the 
lasting legacy of the W123 – a solidly built automobile with timeless poise and class.

Introduced in 1976, the W123 platform included a four door sedan and sleek coupe. The W123 replaced the aging 
W114 and W115 platforms (also known as the “Stroke Eights”), which at the time were the most successful Mercedes 
passenger cars to date. The incoming W123s were styled after the new S-Class, which was a clear break with the 
classical style of the Stroke Eight. The W123 offered a longer wheelbase, a wider track, and a larger body. The 280C 
coupe was 85 mm shorter than the sedan, and was absent a B-pillar, which lent the car a unique and sporty style. The 
coupe and sedans were soon joined by the diesel-powered 300TD station wagon in 1978 – the first Mercedes wagon. 
The cars were immensely popular and less than a year into production many dealers had a 12-month waiting list. Cars 
for immediate purchase were offered in a sort of black-market – at a healthy premium. The station wagon, or “touring” 
as it was called by Mercedes, was on a backlog of three years by the 1980s. This is a testament not only to the 
popularity of the touring, but also Mercedes’ creation and then domination of the luxury or “lifestyle” station wagon 
market.

In the U.S., the W123 was available in all three body styles, but due to stricter emissions regulations, a limited range of 
engines. The naming convention was straightforward, with the first two numbers representing displacement in liters and 
the letters representing body style and fuel. No letters indicate a carbonated engine (i.e., the 230 carried a 2.3-liter 
inline four available from 1977-78), D for Diesel, E for fuel injection, T for touring or station wagon, and C for coupe. The 
300D (3.0-liter inline 5-cylinder diesel) was available with a turbocharger in 1981, and labeled as such. Top of the range 
was the 280E and 280CE, both of which featured 2.8-liter, inline 4-cylinder, fuel injected engines capable of 142 hp.
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The W123 platform came equipped with many optional and standard class-leading features. The car was better 
engineered for crash protection – accomplished with a strengthened passenger cage and reinforced roof. Optional was 
a safety steering column engineered to crumple rather than enter the cabin in a head-on collision. From 1980 on, the 
W123 offered optional anti-lock brakes as well as an optional air bag after 1982. The 1982 model year also marked a 
major facelift for the W123 – all models were equipped with rectangular broadband headlights and power steering was 
offered standard across the range.

When the W123 went out of production in 1986 it had surpassed the Stroke Eight as the bestselling Mercedes-Benz 
with more than 2.5 million cars sold. Mercedes built the car to last, and many are still on the road today. As a testament 
to the car’s longevity, it is popular in Africa as a bush taxi, covering thousands of miles of rough roads with only basic 
maintenance. The 3.0-liter inline 5 diesel in the 300D, while lacking in power, is considered to be one of the most 
reliable engines ever built. The timeless design is sure to last as long as the car itself, making this car a classic that is 
here to stay.

Body styles

2dr Coupe

Engine types

5-cyl. 2998cc/123hp 
Turbodiesel Fuel Injection

1976-1985 Mercedes-Benz W123 stats

Highest sale

$104,475
Lowest sale

$330
Most recent sale

$5,985
Sales

1030

Equipment

Additional Info

Drive Type: RWD

Front Tire Size Code: 17

Front Tire Size: 14R195

Manufacturer Code: C127

Manufacturer MSRP: 35220

Market Segmentation: Full Size Luxury Car

Shipping Weight: 3495

Wheel Base Longest - Inches: 106.7

Wheel Base Shortest - Inches: 106.7
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Vehicle's condition classification

#1. Concours #2. Excellent

#3. Good #4. Fair

#1 vehicles are the best in the world. Imagine the best vehicle, in 
the right colors, driving onto the lawn at the finest concours. 
Perfectly clean, the vehicle has been groomed down to the tire 
treads. Painted and chromed surfaces are mirror-like. Dust and dirt 
are banned, and materials used are correct and superbly fitted.

#2 vehicles could win a local or regional show. They might even be 
former #1 vehicles that have been driven or have aged. Seasoned 
observers will have to look closely for flaws but will be able to find 
some. The paint, chrome, glass and finishes will all appear as 
excellent. The vehicle drives as a new vehicle of its era would.

#3 vehicles drive and run well but are not used for daily 
transportation. The casual passerby will not find any visual flaws, 
but these vehicles might have some incorrect parts. #3 vehicles 
could possess some, but not all, of the issues of a #4 vehicle, but 
they will be balanced by other factors such as fresh paint or a new, 
correct interior.

#4 vehicles are daily drivers, with flaws visible to the naked eye. The 
chrome might have pitting, the windshield might be chipped and 
perhaps the body has a minor dent. Imperfect paintwork, split 
seams or a cracked dash might be present. No major parts are 
missing, but there might be non-stock additions. A #4 vehicle can 
also be a deteriorated restoration.


