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1965 Chevrolet Corvette
2dr Convertible 8-cyl. 396cid/425hp 4bbl L78

#1 Concours condition #2 Excellent condition #3 Good condition #4 Fair condition

$174,000 $125,000 $80,400* $58,600
0% 0% 0% 0%

NOTE: The chart displays price changes for the last year.

*Please note: All prices shown here are based on various data sources, as detailed in About Our Prices. For all Hagerty clients: The values shown do 
not imply coverage in this amount. In the event of a claim, the Guaranteed Value(s)® on your policy declarations page is the amount your vehicle(s) is 
covered for, even if the value displayed here is different. If you would like to discuss your policy, please call us at 877-922-3391.

Value adjustments

+150%
 for factory 36-gal 

tank.

+5%
 for hard top.

+10%
 for factory knock-off 

wheels.

+5%
 for off-road exhaust.

+5%
 for side-mount 

exhaust.

+$8,000
 for a/c.

+$2,500
 for leather interior.

-10%
 for auto trans.

Model description
The 1965 Chevrolet Corvette Sting Ray underwent several major changes from the 1964 model, including the welcome 
addition of standard four-wheel disc brakes. In mid-March, a new L78 396 cid “big-block” V-8 was offered, developing 
425 bhp and with transistor ignition.


Meanwhile, the 327 cid engine came in 250 bhp (L30), 300 bhp (L75), 350 bhp (L79), 365 bhp (L76), and 375 bhp 
(L84) configurations. This was the last year for the fuel-injected 375-bhp L84. There wouldn’t be another fuel-injected 
engine until 1982.
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On the styling front, the 1965 Corvette added three functional vents to the front fenders, and 396 big-block cars stand 
out thanks to the power bulge in the hood. The grille bars became black and the instruments restyled with flat black 
faces.


Side-mounted exhausts were available as a $134.50 option but only 759 buyers ordered them. Sales rose again to 
23,564 units for 1965, but coupe sales dropped to 8186, making the convertibles twice as popular. Fifty percent of 
convertible buyers (7787) opted for the optional hardtop.


Nassau Blue was a brand-new color that attracted 6022 buyers. Glen Green was also popular (3782), as was Rally 
Red (3688). Milano Maroon (2831), Silver Pearl (2552), Ermine White (2216), Goldwood Yellow (1275), and Tuxedo 
Black (1191) rounded out the palette.


Luxury touches for the 1965 Corvette included leather seats, a power antenna for the first time, power windows, and air 
conditioning, though it wasn’t available with either the L78 or L84 engines. Coupe buyers could still order a long-range 
36-gallon gas tank, but only 41 shoppers  spent $202.30 to get one. This year’s optional centerlock alloy wheels were 
painted dark grey between the fins. A total of 1116 buyers spent $322.80 for a set of five wheels.


The year 1965 would be the only year for the C2 model Corvette to combine fuel-injection and disc brakes. The year 
1965 was also the only Corvette to use the 396 cubic-inch V8. Next year the engine was bumped to 427 cubic inches.

Body styles

2dr Convertible 2dr Coupe

Engine types

8-cyl. 327cid/250hp 4bbl L30 8-cyl. 327cid/300hp 4bbl L75 8-cyl. 327cid/350hp 4bbl L79 8-cyl. 327cid/365hp 4bbl L76

8-cyl. 327cid/375hp FI L84 8-cyl. 396cid/425hp 4bbl L78

1963-1967 Chevrolet Corvette stats

Highest sale

$3,850,000
Lowest sale

$1
Most recent sale

$87,150
Sales

10,000

Equipment

Standard Equipment Optional Equipment Additional Info

3-Speed Manual Transmission 36 Gallon Fuel Tank Vehicle Length: 175.1 in

Bucket Seats Air Conditioning Wheelbase - Inches: 98 in

Disc Brakes Auxiliary Hard Top

Heater/Defroster Knock-Off Wheels

Seat Belts Leather

Tachometer Power Brakes

Power Steering

Power Windows

Teakwood Steering Wheel

Telescopic Steering Column

White Sidewall Tires
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Vehicle's condition classification

#1. Concours #2. Excellent

#3. Good #4. Fair

#1 vehicles are the best in the world. Imagine the best vehicle, in 
the right colors, driving onto the lawn at the finest concours. 
Perfectly clean, the vehicle has been groomed down to the tire 
treads. Painted and chromed surfaces are mirror-like. Dust and dirt 
are banned, and materials used are correct and superbly fitted.

#2 vehicles could win a local or regional show. They might even be 
former #1 vehicles that have been driven or have aged. Seasoned 
observers will have to look closely for flaws but will be able to find 
some. The paint, chrome, glass and finishes will all appear as 
excellent. The vehicle drives as a new vehicle of its era would.

#3 vehicles drive and run well but are not used for daily 
transportation. The casual passerby will not find any visual flaws, 
but these vehicles might have some incorrect parts. #3 vehicles 
could possess some, but not all, of the issues of a #4 vehicle, but 
they will be balanced by other factors such as fresh paint or a new, 
correct interior.

#4 vehicles are daily drivers, with flaws visible to the naked eye. The 
chrome might have pitting, the windshield might be chipped and 
perhaps the body has a minor dent. Imperfect paintwork, split 
seams or a cracked dash might be present. No major parts are 
missing, but there might be non-stock additions. A #4 vehicle can 
also be a deteriorated restoration.


