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1985 Jaguar XJ6
4dr Sedan 6-cyl. 4235cc/176hp EFI

#1 Concours condition #2 Excellent condition #3 Good condition #4 Fair condition

$35,900 $23,200 $8,300* $4,600
-9.1% -9% -23.1% -23.3%

NOTE: The chart displays price changes for the last year.

Model description
Upon its introduction in 1968, the new Jaguar XJ-6 replaced all the sedans which preceded it. The signature 4.2-liter 
DOHC six-cylinder engine delivered 180 hp and was matched with anti-dive suspension, power rack-and-pinion 
steering, power disc brakes, and either an automatic or manual 4-speed transmission with overdrive. Inside there were 
leather seats, walnut fascias, and enough gauges for a small plane. An up-market sibling, the six-cylinder Daimler 
Sovereign, was introduced in 1969.

The XJ-6 was the last Jaguar designed by company founder William Lyons, and it was a fine balance of refinement, 
luxury, and performance. Handling was superb for a four-door sedan.

The first series XJ-12 (and its Daimler Double Six cousin) followed in 1972, using the SIII E-Type’s 5.3-liter motor. Air 
conditioning was standard, but no manual transmission was offered. Fuel injection replaced the quad carbs and 
boosted the V-12’s 244 hp to 285 hp in 1975 in the second series XJ-12, and the collectible two-door coupe was 
introduced the same year in both 6-cylinder and V-12 configurations. Neither was very popular with the buying public 
when new, so today these particular body styles are much sought after.

A final redesign to the initial XJ run occurred in 1979, courtesy of Pininfarina, who raised the Series III XJ-6 and XJ-12 
roof at the rear and added a “kick” to the back fender. Additionally, quality control improved significantly during third 
series production. By 1987 the XJ-40 replaced the XJ-40, while the XJ-12 soldiered on until 1991. Daimler Double Six 
models were built alongside the Jaguars, with bespoke interior and vinyl roofs, and the very last V-12 was a Daimler 
Double Six in 1992.

Enthusiasts tend to gravitate towards the 4.2-liter six-cylinder today simply because they are much easier to work on. 
They are mostly reliable, too, although cars equipped with air conditioning tend to be more inclined to cylinder head 
gasket failures. Look for cars that have been regularly exercised.
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The V-12 engine, on the other hand, is much more difficult to maintain. Overheating issues from mild to drastic can 
result from high underhood temperatures. Much like the V-12-powered Jaguar XJS, the biggest single problem to be 
aware of on an XJ-12 involves the fuel system, where fuel vaporizing and over-pressurizing fuel hoses can occur when 
the car is switched off after a hot drive, potentially leading to engine fires.

While it is a bit more persnickety, the Jaguar V-12 carries with it considerable cachet, and it is silky smooth when found 
in good tune, which makes it an appealing option. Good XJ-12s can be difficult to locate, though and rough cars should 
be only a last resort. The wisdom of buying the best car possible was never truer, and even very low mileage examples 
remain affordably priced.

Body styles

4dr Sedan

Engine types

6-cyl. 4235cc/176hp EFI

1980-1992 Jaguar XJ Series III stats

Highest sale

$23,625
Lowest sale

$1,925
Most recent sale

$10,920
Sales

51

Equipment

Standard Equipment Additional Info

3 Speed Automatic Wheel Base Shortest - Inches: Indeterminate

Yes Wheel Base Longest - Inches: Indeterminate

Yes Shipping Weight: Indeterminate

AM/FM CASS Drive Type: RWD

Yes Manufacturer Name: Ford

Yes Front Tire Size: 15R215

Power Sun/Moon Roof Manufacturer Code: C134

Active (Manual) Belts Front Tire Size Code: 31

None Manufacturer MSRP: 32250

Market Segmentation: Full Size Luxury Car
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Vehicle's condition classification

#1. Concours #2. Excellent

#3. Good #4. Fair

#1 vehicles are the best in the world. Imagine the best vehicle, in 
the right colors, driving onto the lawn at the finest concours. 
Perfectly clean, the vehicle has been groomed down to the tire 
treads. Painted and chromed surfaces are mirror-like. Dust and dirt 
are banned, and materials used are correct and superbly fitted.

#2 vehicles could win a local or regional show. They might even be 
former #1 vehicles that have been driven or have aged. Seasoned 
observers will have to look closely for flaws but will be able to find 
some. The paint, chrome, glass and finishes will all appear as 
excellent. The vehicle drives as a new vehicle of its era would

#3 vehicles drive and run well but are not used for daily 
transportation. The casual passerby will not find any visual flaws, 
but these vehicles might have some incorrect parts. #3 vehicles 
could possess some, but not all, of the issues of a #4 vehicle, but 
they will be balanced by other factors such as fresh paint or a new, 
correct interior.

#4 vehicles are daily drivers, with flaws visible to the naked eye. The 
chrome might have pitting, the windshield might be chipped and 
perhaps the body has a minor dent. Imperfect paintwork, split 
seams or a cracked dash might be present. No major parts are 
missing, but there might be non-stock additions. A #4 vehicle can 
also be a deteriorated restoration.

*Please note: All prices shown here are based on various data sources, as detailed in About Our Prices. For all Hagerty clients: The values shown do 
not imply coverage in this amount. In the event of a claim, the Guaranteed Value(s)® on your policy declarations page is the amount your vehicle(s) is 
covered for, even if the value displayed here is different. If you would like to discuss your policy, please call us at 877-922-3391.
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