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1987 Suzuki Samurai
2dr Utility Vehicle 4x4 4-cyl. 1325cc/60hp 2bbl SOHC

#1 Concours condition #2 Excellent condition #3 Good condition #4 Fair condition

$30,000 $19,700 $9,900* $3,400
0% -10% -11.6% -19%

NOTE: The chart displays price changes for the last year.

*Please note: All prices shown here are based on various data sources, as detailed in About Our Prices. For all Hagerty clients: The values shown do 
not imply coverage in this amount. In the event of a claim, the Guaranteed Value(s)® on your policy declarations page is the amount your vehicle(s) is 
covered for, even if the value displayed here is different. If you would like to discuss your policy, please call us at 877-922-3391.

Value adjustments

+$500
 for close ratio 4-spd.

+$200
 for pwr wndws.

+$1,000
 for a/c.

+$400
 for alum whls.

+$500
 for glass T-tops.

+$500
 for gymkhana 

suspension.

+$750
 for tilt/tele strng whl.

-8%
 for auto trans.

Model description
The Suzuki Samurai has become a cult favorite among off-roaders and rock crawlers since its US introduction in 1986, 
but its origins can be traced back to 1968. The first model was launched as the 360-cc, two-stroke ON360 Kei vehicle 
by the Hope Motor Company in Japan almost 20 years earlier. Suzuki bought the Hope company and developed the 
Mitsubishi-powered mini-Jeep into the 1970 LJ10 “Light Jeep.” It was marketed briefly in the US in 1971-72 as the 
Suzuki Brute and elsewhere in the world as the Jimny. 
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Convinced that it had a good idea – especially in the Third World – Suzuki persevered and the second generation 
Jimny was launched in 1981 with a 63-horsepower, carbureted 1.3-liter OHC four-cylinder engine. When it arrived in 
the US as the Samurai, it was still slow – 0-60 in 16.9 seconds and a quarter-mile in 20.47 seconds – but it was fine for 
around town and enormously useful off-road. Manual locking hubs were standard, and a dealer added auto-lock 
system available. It was light and a favorite for towing behind RVs. Best of all, the base price was $6550, two thirds that 
of a Jeep Wrangler. 


Helped by a catchy advertising program “Beep, Beep, Hi!” sales soared. Suzuki anticipated 1200 US sales per month 
but recorded 47,000 buyers in the first year. In 18 months the little Jeep passed the 100,000 mark and the company 
was selling 8000 Samurais a month. Suzuki also offered a catalog full of accessories that buyers could select at the 
dealerships. 


The Samurai was lightly redesigned for 1988 as an “88½” model and the new Samurai had a softer suspension, new 
wheels, beefier front sway bar, new gauges and seats and high rear end gear to help performance. A handsome and 
useful hardtop was also offered in addition to the soft top. 


Then things started to go wrong. A stronger yen bumped the price to $8495, which slowed sales somewhat. Then 
<i>Consumer Reports</i> magazine rolled a test car and deemed the Samurai “unacceptable.” The magazine urged a 
recall by the NHTSA, which refused. Suzuki sued Consumers Union in 1996, claiming the magazine test was 
manipulated to achieve a rollover result and the case was settled out of court in 2004. Meanwhile, Suzuki had launched 
the larger 1.6-liter Sidekick in 1989 (which was also sold by GM as the Geo Tracker), and these eventually replaced 
their smaller ancestor. 


Despite the rollover issue, the Samurai continued to be sold in the US gaining throttle-body fuel injection in 1990, which 
boosted power to 68 hp. A two-wheel drive version was offered in 1992-93 and the rear seat deleted in 1994, rather 
than add rear seatbelts. The last year for the Samurai was 1995 in the US, and 206,419 had found American buyers in 
10 years. 


The Samurai has become a charming and useful collectible, prized for its off-road qualities and handy size. However, 
finding one which has not been modified can be difficult and many modifications are ill-advised, especially if they 
enable off-road abuse. It’s possible to retro-fit the 1.6-liter Sidekick/Tracker motor but that requires several modifications 
which must be done correctly. Extreme lifts and huge wheels are best avoided, unless rock-crawling is all you plan to 
do, and don’t expect it to last long. 


Proof of the Samurai’s off-road prowess exists in several records. For example, in 2007 Chileans Gonzalo Bravo and 
Eduardo Canales drove their modified 1986 Suzuki Samurai up the Andean Ojos del Salado, at 22,615 feet the highest 
active volcano in the world. The pair reached the altitude of 21,942 feet, breaking the record of 21,804 feet set by a 
Jeep Wrangler. The Jeep drivers left a sign which said “Jeep Parking Only – all others don’t make it up here anyway” 
and Bravo and Canales brought that sign back down with them.

Body styles

2dr Convertible Sport Utility 
4x4

2dr Utility Vehicle 4x4

Engine types

4-cyl. 1325cc/60hp 2bbl SOHC

1986-1995 Suzuki Samurai stats

Highest sale

$30,975
Lowest sale

$1,166
Most recent sale

$27,037
Sales

106

Equipment

Standard Equipment Additional Info

5 Speed Manual Drive Type: 4RD

AM/FM CASS Front Tire Size Code: U

Active (Manual) Belts Front Tire Size: Unknown

Air Conditioning Manufacturer Code: C174

None Market Segmentation: Subcompact Utility

Power Brakes Truck Front Axle: Unknown

Truck Gross Vehicle Weight Rating Code: 1

Truck Rear Axle: Unknown
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Wheel Base Longest - Inches: 79.9

Wheel Base Shortest - Inches: 79.9

Vehicle's condition classification

#1. Concours #2. Excellent

#3. Good #4. Fair

#1 vehicles are the best in the world. Imagine the best vehicle, in 
the right colors, driving onto the lawn at the finest concours. 
Perfectly clean, the vehicle has been groomed down to the tire 
treads. Painted and chromed surfaces are mirror-like. Dust and dirt 
are banned, and materials used are correct and superbly fitted.

#2 vehicles could win a local or regional show. They might even be 
former #1 vehicles that have been driven or have aged. Seasoned 
observers will have to look closely for flaws but will be able to find 
some. The paint, chrome, glass and finishes will all appear as 
excellent. The vehicle drives as a new vehicle of its era would.

#3 vehicles drive and run well but are not used for daily 
transportation. The casual passerby will not find any visual flaws, 
but these vehicles might have some incorrect parts. #3 vehicles 
could possess some, but not all, of the issues of a #4 vehicle, but 
they will be balanced by other factors such as fresh paint or a new, 
correct interior.

#4 vehicles are daily drivers, with flaws visible to the naked eye. The 
chrome might have pitting, the windshield might be chipped and 
perhaps the body has a minor dent. Imperfect paintwork, split 
seams or a cracked dash might be present. No major parts are 
missing, but there might be non-stock additions. A #4 vehicle can 
also be a deteriorated restoration.


