I Vehicle Valuation Report

1956 Buick Century Model 69

4dr Estate Wagon ., 8-cyl. 322cid/255hp 4bbl

#1 Concours condition #2 Excellent condition #3 Good condition #4 Fair condition
$68,200 $48,500 $22,800* $8,600
A +268.6% 2 +229.9% 2 +171.4% 2 +115%

Model description

The Buick Century first appeared in the 1930s, and the name commemorated the company’s first model to reach 100
mph. After a hiatus that spanned two decades, Buick revived the name in 1954 for their new performance offering.
Based on the smaller Series 40 Special chassis and body, the new Century received the Roadmaster’s more powerful
322-cid V-8 engine rated at 200 hp. About half the Centuries in this era received Buick’s Dynaflow automatic
transmission, while the rest received a three-speed column-shift manual.

In 1954, Century buyers had their choice of a sedan, a “Riviera” hardtop coupe, a convertible, or a four-door station
wagon. Notable equipment included an electric clock, foam seat cushions, a trunk light, two- and three-tone nylon/
cordaveen upholstery, and a license plate frame. All body styles sported Buick’s signature plunging chrome side spear
and could be ordered in two-tone paint combinations. All Century body styles also had stunning interiors, though the
convertibles were especially luxurious with leather upholstery, and power windows and seats. The 1954 Century was a
“three-hole” Buick, meaning that it had three “ventiport” holes in the front fenders.

For 1955, the Century was upgraded to four portholes, distinguishing it as a high-line Buick. The 322-cid engine was
also uprated to 236 horsepower for this year. The 1955 Century production run included a special order of 268 two-
door sedans for the California Highway Patrol, which are highly collectible today.

Mid-year in 1955, Buick brought out the Century four-door “Riviera” hardtop coupe. Along with a companion Oldsmobile
body, these have the distinction of being the first four-door hardtops ever made. In 1956, Buick turned up the wick on
the Century engine again, coaxing 255 hp from the 322-cid V-8 engine, and the company also dropped the four-door
sedan. The cars otherwise remained largely the same.

*Please note: All prices shown here are based on various data sources, as detailed in About Our Prices. For all Hagerty clients: The values shown do
not imply coverage in this amount. In the event of a claim, the Guaranteed Value(s)® on your policy declarations page is the amount your vehicle(s) is
covered for, even if the value displayed here is different. If you would like to discuss your policy, please call us at 877-922-3391.
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The Buick Century was an early experiment in combining a smaller and lighter platform with a powerful engine that was
more famously explored more fully by the industry in subsequent years. The Century is also a classic 1950s cruise-in
candidate that leaves no doubt as to who made it, the two of which make it an intriguing model. Enthusiasts gravitate
towards cars with contrasting two-tone paint jobs, as well as the relatively rare convertibles and station wagons, Four-
door hardtop sedans are interesting and handsome in their own right, and are more affordable. Operating expenses are
typical for the era, which are generally low, though restoration costs can quickly surpass the market value of the car.

Buyers considering this route are best advised to seek out a “done” car first.

Body styles

4dr Estate Wagon

Engine types

8-cyl. 322cid/255hp 4bbl

1954-1958 Buick Century stats

Sales

177

Most recent sale

$44,100

Highest sale

$280,000

Equipment

Additional Info
Shipping Weight: 4080 Ibs
Vehicle Length: 205.1 in

Wheelbase - Inches: 122 in

Vehicle's condition classification

#1. Concours

#1 vehicles are the best in the world. Imagine the best vehicle, in
the right colors, driving onto the lawn at the finest concours.
Perfectly clean, the vehicle has been groomed down to the tire
treads. Painted and chromed surfaces are mirror-like. Dust and dirt
are banned, and materials used are correct and superbly fitted.

#3. Good

#3 vehicles drive and run well but are not used for daily
transportation. The casual passerby will not find any visual flaws,
but these vehicles might have some incorrect parts. #3 vehicles
could possess some, but not all, of the issues of a #4 vehicle, but
they will be balanced by other factors such as fresh paint or a new,
correct interior.

#2. Excellent

#2 vehicles could win a local or regional show. They might even be
former #1 vehicles that have been driven or have aged. Seasoned
observers will have to look closely for flaws but will be able to find
some. The paint, chrome, glass and finishes will all appear as
excellent. The vehicle drives as a new vehicle of its era would.

#4. Fair

#4 vehicles are daily drivers, with flaws visible to the naked eye. The
chrome might have pitting, the windshield might be chipped and
perhaps the body has a minor dent. Imperfect paintwork, split
seams or a cracked dash might be present. No major parts are
missing, but there might be non-stock additions. A #4 vehicle can
also be a deteriorated restoration.
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