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1951 Cadillac Series 62
4dr Sedan 8-cyl. 331cid/160hp 2bbl

#1 Concours condition #2 Excellent condition #3 Good condition #4 Fair condition

$36,800 $23,400 $17,000* $11,600
+38.9% +33.7% +22.3% +20.8%

*Please note: All prices shown here are based on various data sources, as detailed in About Our Prices. For all Hagerty clients: The values shown do 
not imply coverage in this amount. In the event of a claim, the Guaranteed Value(s)® on your policy declarations page is the amount your vehicle(s) is 
covered for, even if the value displayed here is different. If you would like to discuss your policy, please call us at 877-922-3391.

Model description
The 1948 Cadillac Series 61 and Series 62 were the first new designs from the company following World War II. The 
wheelbase was shorter than the 1947 models, which were basically warmed-over 1942s. But the big news was the 
appearance of the Cadillac fin, which housed the rear taillight and made the car look lower. Fins would characterize 
Cadillacs for the next 30 years, and would be adopted as a styling cue across manufacturers through the end of the 
1950s and beyond.

The 1948 model year was abbreviated to about eight months and production was modest. The lower line Series 61 
only sold 8,600 units, in four-door sedan and two-door fastback sedanette body styles. The big seller in the Series 62 
line was the four-door sedan, which accounted for 24,000 of the model’s $34,000 sales. In the Series 62, a club coupe 
cost $2,900 and a convertible ran $3,400.

The other shoe dropped in 1949 when Cadillac introduced the new 160-hp OHV, 331-cid V-8 as a replacement to the 
ponderous 346-cid side-valve unit. Series 61 sales increased to 22,000 while Series 62 shot up to 55,000, of which 
2,150 were the brand-new pillarless Coupe DeVille two-door hardtop.

For 1950, the Series 61 and 62 were extensively redesigned, with lines that would continue for the next few years. The 
cars were longer, lower, and looked more solid. The side of the car flowed into the rear fender, where the leading edge 
was interrupted with an imitation air intake. One-piece curved windshields were introduced, the grille became more 
massive, and the hood protruded further in the center. Hydra-matic transmission was now standard on the Series 62 
and optional on the Series 61.

Changes for 1951 mainly amounted to more chrome for the Series 62 and Hydra-matic becoming standard on the 
Series 61, before that line was discontinued mid-year due to slow sales. The 1952 model year was an anniversary year 
for Cadillac, mostly reflected in more trim, fancier gold colored badges, scripts and V emblems. The exhaust now exited 
through the rear bumpers and four-barrel carburetors were standard. Power rose to 190 hp.
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Cadillac’s 1953 model year is mostly remembered for the launch of the Eldorado convertible, with its wrap-around 
windshield and wire wheels. The Series 62 underwent a number of detail changes, but they mostly involved moving 
chrome trim around. Power, however, was now up to 210 hp, and a total of 85,000 Series 62s were sold, making it the 
most abundant year of this generation.

Early 1950s Cadillacs survive in good numbers today. They are fast for their size (0-60 in under 12 seconds), and can 
be coaxed to return 20 mpg highway. Given these car’s original demographic, survival rate is excellent and these cars 
have usually been garaged for much of their life. Construction quality and materials were good and parts are 
reasonably available, all of which amounts to a great ownership experience.

Body styles

2dr Club Coupe 2dr Convertible Coupe 4dr Sedan

Engine types

8-cyl. 331cid/160hp 2bbl

1948-1953 Cadillac Series 62 stats

Highest sale

$1,430,000
Lowest sale

$550
Most recent sale

$44,250
Sales

502

Equipment

Additional Info

Wheelbase - Inches: 126 in

Vehicle's condition classification

#1. Concours #2. Excellent

#3. Good #4. Fair

#1 vehicles are the best in the world. Imagine the best vehicle, in 
the right colors, driving onto the lawn at the finest concours. 
Perfectly clean, the vehicle has been groomed down to the tire 
treads. Painted and chromed surfaces are mirror-like. Dust and dirt 
are banned, and materials used are correct and superbly fitted.

#2 vehicles could win a local or regional show. They might even be 
former #1 vehicles that have been driven or have aged. Seasoned 
observers will have to look closely for flaws but will be able to find 
some. The paint, chrome, glass and finishes will all appear as 
excellent. The vehicle drives as a new vehicle of its era would.

#3 vehicles drive and run well but are not used for daily 
transportation. The casual passerby will not find any visual flaws, 
but these vehicles might have some incorrect parts. #3 vehicles 
could possess some, but not all, of the issues of a #4 vehicle, but 
they will be balanced by other factors such as fresh paint or a new, 
correct interior.

#4 vehicles are daily drivers, with flaws visible to the naked eye. The 
chrome might have pitting, the windshield might be chipped and 
perhaps the body has a minor dent. Imperfect paintwork, split 
seams or a cracked dash might be present. No major parts are 
missing, but there might be non-stock additions. A #4 vehicle can 
also be a deteriorated restoration.


