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1981 Chevrolet Camaro Z/28
2dr Sport Coupe 8-cyl. 350cid/175hp 4bbl

#1 Concours condition #2 Excellent condition #3 Good condition #4 Fair condition

$49,200 $36,100 $23,000* $10,200
-5.9% -6% -6.1% -6.4%

NOTE: The chart displays price changes for the last year.

*Please note: All prices shown here are based on various data sources, as detailed in About Our Prices. For all Hagerty clients: The values shown do 
not imply coverage in this amount. In the event of a claim, the Guaranteed Value(s)® on your policy declarations page is the amount your vehicle(s) is 
covered for, even if the value displayed here is different. If you would like to discuss your policy, please call us at 877-922-3391.

Value adjustments

+10%
 for t-tops.

Model description
The year 1981 would be the last for the second generation Chevrolet Camaro, and in 12 years it had gradually gone 
from a legitimate muscle car to a personal luxury coupe with comfortable options, fancy paint and striping, and less 
performance. Production dropped to 126,139 units, the lowest since 1973. In 1981, the U.S. was experiencing an 
economic downtown, and buyers seemed to be waiting for the 1982 Camaro redesign.

Camaro models were reduced to three lines, with the Rally Sport discontinued. The basic Sport Coupe cost $6,581, the 
luxury Berlinetta Coupe cost $7,356 and the Z28 Coupe $8,025. The 115hp 229 cid Chevrolet V-6 was offered, along 
with the 110hp 231 cid Buick-built V-6 substituted in California. Three V-8 engines were offered, the 115hp 267 cid V-8, 
the 150hp 305 cid V-8 and the 190hp 350 cid V-8, which was standard on the Z28 with automatic transmission. Z28 
buyers who wanted a 4-speed could only buy the 165hp, 305 cid V-8.
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Californians could buy 4-speed manual gearboxes after a four-year lapse, but only with the 305 cid engine. A base 3-
speed manual gearbox was offered (but rarely seen) in all but the Z28, and 107,760 buyers paid $332 for the 3-speed 
Turbo-Hydramatic automatic transmission, while 10,780 spent $133 for a wide-ratio 4-speed. The Z28 retained its rear-
facing air intake and its single exhaust split behind the catalytic converter into two exit pipes. All Camaros now had 
Computer Command Control (CCC) engine management system. Power brakes and a space-saver tire were now 
standard.

Once more, comfort and luxury options proved most popular with tinted glass (112,832 buyers), air-conditioning 
(96,095), tilt wheel (69,837), rally wheels (47,478) style trim bright work (49,834) and cruise control (35,364). Cloth 
upholstery was only an extra $26 over vinyl and the Berlinetta luxury interior could be ordered for an extra $304, or 
$330 for cloth. Berlinetta buyers could also buy locks for their wire wheel covers, and 4,964 spent $32 to do so.

A total of 13 colors were available, and traditional tones were favored. White topped the list (16,137 buyers), followed 
by Black (14,157), Dark Blue (13,102), Charcoal (12,907), Light Blue (11,516), Dark Brown (10,745), Silver (10,359), 
Bright Blue (9,464), Maroon (8,302), Red (7615), Gold (6,964), Orange (3,056) and Bright Yellow (1,816).

The 1982 Camaro would be vastly different. It wouldn’t be front-wheel drive, as expected, but it had seven inches 
trimmed out of the wheelbase, was 500 lbs lighter and was available with a four-cylinder engine.

Body styles

2dr Sport Coupe

Engine types

8-cyl. 305cid/165hp 4bbl 8-cyl. 350cid/175hp 4bbl

1970-1981 Chevrolet Camaro stats

Highest sale

$704,000
Lowest sale

$480
Most recent sale

$31,417
Sales

3355

Equipment

Standard Equipment Additional Info

None Drive Type: RWD

Front Tire Size Code: 19

Front Tire Size: 14R205

Manufacturer Code: C137

Manufacturer MSRP: 6708

Market Segmentation: Mid Size Sport

Shipping Weight: 3222

Wheel Base Longest - Inches: 108.0

Wheel Base Shortest - Inches: 108.0
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Vehicle's condition classification

#1. Concours #2. Excellent

#3. Good #4. Fair

#1 vehicles are the best in the world. Imagine the best vehicle, in 
the right colors, driving onto the lawn at the finest concours. 
Perfectly clean, the vehicle has been groomed down to the tire 
treads. Painted and chromed surfaces are mirror-like. Dust and dirt 
are banned, and materials used are correct and superbly fitted.

#2 vehicles could win a local or regional show. They might even be 
former #1 vehicles that have been driven or have aged. Seasoned 
observers will have to look closely for flaws but will be able to find 
some. The paint, chrome, glass and finishes will all appear as 
excellent. The vehicle drives as a new vehicle of its era would.

#3 vehicles drive and run well but are not used for daily 
transportation. The casual passerby will not find any visual flaws, 
but these vehicles might have some incorrect parts. #3 vehicles 
could possess some, but not all, of the issues of a #4 vehicle, but 
they will be balanced by other factors such as fresh paint or a new, 
correct interior.

#4 vehicles are daily drivers, with flaws visible to the naked eye. The 
chrome might have pitting, the windshield might be chipped and 
perhaps the body has a minor dent. Imperfect paintwork, split 
seams or a cracked dash might be present. No major parts are 
missing, but there might be non-stock additions. A #4 vehicle can 
also be a deteriorated restoration.


