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1969 Citroen DS21
4dr Sedan 4-cyl. 2175cc/106hp 2bbl

#1 Concours condition #2 Excellent condition #3 Good condition #4 Fair condition

$83,800 $49,500 $30,200* $15,500
+5% +5.1% -3.5% +6.9%

NOTE: The chart displays price changes for the last year.

*Please note: All prices shown here are based on various data sources, as detailed in About Our Prices. For all Hagerty clients: The values shown do 
not imply coverage in this amount. In the event of a claim, the Guaranteed Value(s)® on your policy declarations page is the amount your vehicle(s) is 
covered for, even if the value displayed here is different. If you would like to discuss your policy, please call us at 877-922-3391.

Model description
Introduced in 1965, the Citroen DS1 is the 2,175cc, 109-hp variant of the famous Citroen DS. Its predecessor was the 
DS19 and it was replaced by the DS23 in 1973. The DS21 was offered in four-door sedan, two-door convertible, wagon 
and “Pallas” luxury configurations. As before, the engine was up front and it drove the front wheels. The transmission 
was a 4-speed semi-automatic.

The first DS21s utilized the same dramatic shape penned by Italian industrial designer Flaminio Bertoni almost a 
decade before. In 1968, the DS got a major facelift by Robert Operon. The revised DS21 introduced glazed driving 
lights that turned with the steering wheel, although American legislation prohibited these. Four exposed, fixed lights 
were used here instead. The engine also got a bump in power, and in 1969 power was raised again to 139hp with 
optional Bosch fuel injection. In the early ‘70s, fully automatic 4-speed and 5-speed manual gearboxes became 
available.

The Citroen DS21 has a hydro-pneumatic suspension system that raises the car when it is started. The original oil 
used for this suffered from being hygroscopic (readily absorbing moisture from the air) and 1967 saw a change to a 
more stable fluid called “LHM”. The seals between the two systems react badly to the incorrect oil, so the LHM is dyed 
green and parts painted accordingly to avoid mistakes.

The DS21 was still primarily sold as a four-door sedan with the “Pallas” serving as the luxury model, but both a wagon 
and a convertible were available. The convertible model could be had with either factory “Cabriolet D’Usine” or privately-
produced Chapron bodywork. The unique DS21 Presidential became the only car that Charles D’Gaulle would ride in 
after the car’s hydropneumatic suspension system played a large part in his escaping a 1962 assassination attempt.

As with the previous DS19, the DS21 had a less complex sibling in the ID21. This did away with the power steering and 
had conventional brakes in addition to a bit less power.

The Citroen DS does not reward hard driving driving but rather cossets with its sophisticated suspension to provide a 
comfy ride no matter what the state of the road surface. The only real let down is under the hood, where the engine is 
derived from the prewar Traction Avant. The brakes are also quite sensitive, but they just take some getting used to.
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Rust is the big enemy of the DS, particularly around the boot area, rear chassis and sills. The engines and gearboxes 
are robust with many refurbished major components available.  The earlier hydraulic fluid should be replaced every 18 
months.

The general rule with a DS is the later the car the better. Injected models fetch more than their carburetted equivalents, 
although they are relatively rare. The estate in turn is worth more than the saloon, but it’s the convertibles that are most 
desirable.

Body styles

4dr Sedan 4dr Station Wagon

Engine types

4-cyl. 2175cc/106hp 2bbl 4-cyl. 2175cc/117hp 2bbl

1955-1973 Citroen DS stats

Highest sale

$422,404
Lowest sale

$690
Most recent sale

$20,212
Sales

183

Vehicle's condition classification

#1. Concours #2. Excellent

#3. Good #4. Fair

#1 vehicles are the best in the world. Imagine the best vehicle, in 
the right colors, driving onto the lawn at the finest concours. 
Perfectly clean, the vehicle has been groomed down to the tire 
treads. Painted and chromed surfaces are mirror-like. Dust and dirt 
are banned, and materials used are correct and superbly fitted.

#2 vehicles could win a local or regional show. They might even be 
former #1 vehicles that have been driven or have aged. Seasoned 
observers will have to look closely for flaws but will be able to find 
some. The paint, chrome, glass and finishes will all appear as 
excellent. The vehicle drives as a new vehicle of its era would.

#3 vehicles drive and run well but are not used for daily 
transportation. The casual passerby will not find any visual flaws, 
but these vehicles might have some incorrect parts. #3 vehicles 
could possess some, but not all, of the issues of a #4 vehicle, but 
they will be balanced by other factors such as fresh paint or a new, 
correct interior.

#4 vehicles are daily drivers, with flaws visible to the naked eye. The 
chrome might have pitting, the windshield might be chipped and 
perhaps the body has a minor dent. Imperfect paintwork, split 
seams or a cracked dash might be present. No major parts are 
missing, but there might be non-stock additions. A #4 vehicle can 
also be a deteriorated restoration.


