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1991 Mercedes-Benz 560SEL
4dr Sedan 8-cyl. 5549cc/238hp MPFI

#1 Concours condition #2 Excellent condition #3 Good condition #4 Fair condition

$67,700 $39,200 $14,000* $7,800
-5.8% -5.8% -6% -6%

NOTE: The chart displays price changes for the last year.

*Please note: All prices shown here are based on various data sources, as detailed in About Our Prices. For all Hagerty clients: The values shown do 
not imply coverage in this amount. In the event of a claim, the Guaranteed Value(s)® on your policy declarations page is the amount your vehicle(s) is 
covered for, even if the value displayed here is different. If you would like to discuss your policy, please call us at 877-922-3391.

Value adjustments

-10%
 for DCT.

Model description
Although the first W116 S-Class in the 1970s established Mercedes-Benz as a global leader in safety engineering and 
technical prowess for sedans, it was the next W126 S-Class, beginning in 1979, that saw this model become a top-tier 
luxury good, a true flagship, and a lasting symbol of affluence throughout the 1980s.

The smoothed-over styling of the W126 S-Class signaled a newfound focus on aerodynamics and fuel-efficiency. With 
a coefficient of drag 14 percent better than the previous model and curb weights starting around 3,600 pounds, this 
generation of S-Class was quite efficient for its time in its six-cylinder and diesel forms when compared to that era’s 
large American sedans. Safety and occupant protection were also unparalleled, with a driver airbag offered through 
most of the model run and a passenger-side airbag introduced in 1989 (and made standard in 1990). Traction control 
was also introduced, as were seat-belt pretensioners.  
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For the U.S., W126 Mercedes-Benz S-Class models can be split into two groups: 1979-1985 and 1986-1991. For those 
first years, the U.S. got the 380SE/SEL and 500SEL (both V-8) models, while after a thorough mid-cycle update in 1986 
America officially got the 300SE/SEL (in-line six-cylinder), 420SEL, and 560SEL (V-8). SEC (coupe) models were 
offered in 380 and 500 form for those first years and 420 and 560 form after the mid-cycle refresh. 380 models (and 
even 420 models until near the end of the W126’s run) are widely considered to be emissions-strangled, and from 1986 
the 300 models felt nearly as quick as the U.S.-spec 420. 

Diesels were also a serious portion of sales. From 1980 through 1985, the U.S. got a five-cylinder 300SD model, while 
a six-cylinder 300SDL model was offered in 1986 and 1987, and in 1990 and 1991 350SD and 350SDL models arrived 
to continue the diesel presence.
 

In addition to the more powerful lineup of engines the W126 received with its mid-cycle update, these 1986-91 cars can 
be picked out cosmetically by their flush-face halogen headlamps and integral headlight wipers. Inside, these updated 
S-Class models include electronic automatic climate control, an electronically adjustable steering column, and leather 
steering-wheel and shift-lever trim, among other additions. Heated front seats were included in the 560SEL and 
560SEC and optional on the rest of the lineup. A two-place interior option, with power-adjustable rear seats, was 
offered for the first time on 500SEL and 560SEL models—with a burl-walnut center console included with the two-place 
backseat, and plush Arametta (suedelike) leather upholstery on offer.
 

In general, powertrains for Mercedes W126 models are quite bulletproof and last well past 200,000 with no issues. 
Engines often outlive the transmission. Front-end and steering bushings and components will need replacement long 
before that. Most typical repairs aren’t any more labor intensive than in other European cars of the era, but the parts 
cost can make the ownership cost prohibitive. The vacuum-operated power locks can be an annoyance with 
intermittent, irreproducible failures or sluggish operation, while the climate-control system is ineffective compared to 
those on modern cars—or even Cadillacs or Lincolns of that time—and can also be expensive to troubleshoot and 
repair.
 

The diesel engines, in general, run to even higher mileage than their gasoline counterparts, without issue, although 
some fuel-system issues are expected in colder climates or if the vehicle isn’t run regularly. 350SD and SDL models, 
haven’t held the same reputation as the other diesels due to issues with bent connecting rods and cracking cylinder 
heads on some years. On any of the later diesel models, replacing engine mounts is a must, and on 1986 and 1987 
300SD California-emissions models that have been driven, the original particulate filter should have been replaced with 
an oxidation catalyst.  

The S-Class is widely considered to be the poster car for the U.S. gray-market importation in the mid and late 1980s 
(up until the enactment of the Motor Vehicle Safety Compliance Act in 1988). While 500SE and 500SELs were widely 
considered to be the best of the lineup from 1985 through 1991, Mercedes-Benz USA didn’t sell those in the U.S., and 
offered a limited array of features and finishes—leading dealerships to circumvent the “official” U.S. sales network and 
import about 22,000 in all.

Body styles

4dr Sedan

Engine types

8-cyl. 5549cc/238hp MPFI

1979-1992 Mercedes-Benz W126 stats

Highest sale

$567,500
Lowest sale

$530
Most recent sale

$36,073
Sales

1684

Equipment

Standard Equipment Additional Info

4 Speed Automatic Drive Type: RWD

AM/FM CASS Front Tire Size Code: 30

Air Conditioning Front Tire Size: 15R205

All Wheel Manufacturer Code: C127

Other Manufacturer MSRP: 75100

Power Brakes Market Segmentation: Full Size Luxury Car

Power Steering Shipping Weight: 4100
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Power Sun/Moon Roof Wheel Base Longest - Inches: 121.1

Power Windows Wheel Base Shortest - Inches: 121.1

Vehicle's condition classification

#1. Concours #2. Excellent

#3. Good #4. Fair

#1 vehicles are the best in the world. Imagine the best vehicle, in 
the right colors, driving onto the lawn at the finest concours. 
Perfectly clean, the vehicle has been groomed down to the tire 
treads. Painted and chromed surfaces are mirror-like. Dust and dirt 
are banned, and materials used are correct and superbly fitted.

#2 vehicles could win a local or regional show. They might even be 
former #1 vehicles that have been driven or have aged. Seasoned 
observers will have to look closely for flaws but will be able to find 
some. The paint, chrome, glass and finishes will all appear as 
excellent. The vehicle drives as a new vehicle of its era would.

#3 vehicles drive and run well but are not used for daily 
transportation. The casual passerby will not find any visual flaws, 
but these vehicles might have some incorrect parts. #3 vehicles 
could possess some, but not all, of the issues of a #4 vehicle, but 
they will be balanced by other factors such as fresh paint or a new, 
correct interior.

#4 vehicles are daily drivers, with flaws visible to the naked eye. The 
chrome might have pitting, the windshield might be chipped and 
perhaps the body has a minor dent. Imperfect paintwork, split 
seams or a cracked dash might be present. No major parts are 
missing, but there might be non-stock additions. A #4 vehicle can 
also be a deteriorated restoration.


