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The Rolls-Royce Twenty by John M. Fasal 
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ROLLS-ROYCE BAZAAR 

Al)S GO 'rO D. I\ . PRICE, BO>. 7668, Rochester, N.Y. 14622. LSF. POSTCARDS. 
PICS S 7.50. Personal ads free. Business ads S 1 .50/line. Next deadhne 1/22. 

CARS FOR SALE 

20 IIP (GBM4l )  1926, with 193/, drophead body, elegant line>, generally good. 
$ 2,250. Harper, 121 Palatine Rd , Didsbury. Manchester 20, England. 

The Flying Lady 1969-1



is not certain that Livesey was still with the 
firm in 1938 so it is possible Jose! was derived 
in a similar way from the two first names of 
Ranalah's designer C.J. Peck. Only Ranalah de­
signed and made Compton's bodies. Southern, 
meanwhile, had entered one of their "Dorch­
ester" Deluxe dropheads in the 1938 Ramsgate 
Concours d'Elegance and won the first prize in 
the £1,000-£1,500 class even though their car 
was really £500! Touche. 

Southern's 1939 catalog. 
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During 1938 a larger range of cars was de­
signed for Southern by Coachcraft although 
the drophead and one saloon were really 
handed on Ranalah designs. Alan May pro­
moted Southern's range by showing at the 
Glasgow Exhibition of 1938 and entering the 
Scottish Rally in GBM41 a "Dorchester." 
For the 1939 season a fine brochure was is­
sued showing that two of the designs were still 
Ranalah as they bore that name. Most of the 

cars now had distinctive names redolent of 
the high life! Southern also cast their net 
wider for customers and in November 1938 
established an agent in the Potteries area, 
Hanford's Garage at Trentham, Stoke on 
Trent, Staffordshire. The wealthy county of 
Cheshire was close by. (After the war this ap­
peared as J.P. Gallimore of Ayshford Street, 
Longton, Stoke on Trent who is likely to have 
been the garage owner.) 

This Rana/ah development of the previous "Foursome Drophead Coupe," with 
side moldings now deleted but still at Southern's old £400 price, was being over­
shadowed by the three-position "Dorchester" by Coachcraft (bottom of page). 
The doors were now wider than the 1936 Vehicle Developments type. 

11 The final version of the Standard Saloon by Rana/ah, now more upright and on 
� the way towards the razor-edge style. 
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The Deluxe Foursome Coupe on 1926 20hp GSK70 by Coachcraft delivered on 
January 1, 1938 to a Mr. Shaw. The new model name "Dorchester" was only 
adopted towards the end of 1938. Louvers were fitted to this example, perhaps 
the first made. Interestingly, the photography was done for or by Southern in the 
street near Rana/ah. Another view taken on the same day is in RREC Bulletin
243, p. 75. Southern's photograph no. 76 showed the same design but without 
hood louvers. 

The "Dorchester" three-position coupe by Coachcraft was perhaps the most 
desirable of all Southern's offerings. The top cant rails, however, were detachable 
rather than hinged and thus not as advanced as other systems. The top was not 
powered. The hood sides no longer had louvers in most cases and the car looked 
much smoother all round. 
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Nearing The End 
During the "replica" period some early chas­
sis were rebodied for Southern that were not 
recognizable as normal "replicas" and must 
be considered as either bespoke or trial exam­
ples. The effect of the modernization was the 
same but the styles were not standardized. In 
addition, Ranalah and Coachcraft indepen­
dently built bodies on new chassis, and new 
bodies on old chassis, for customers uncon­
nected to Southern and Compton. 

"Replica mania" might be too strong but 
there in The Motor for March 14, 1939 are 
the three advertisements lined up next to 
each other, Southern with their foursome 
coupe from £400, and Compton with his 
"Jose!" coupe from £395, but what's this?-a 
Jack Barclay "replica" on a Phantom I! Not 
one to miss an opportunity, Barclay rebodied 
a car he had probably had difficulty in selling 
with its dated body. For years dealers like 
Southern and Compton had been buying 
from Barclay the older part-exchange cars 
that he wished to clear. Now here was his own 
"replica." Many old 40/50s passed through 
Barclay's hands at this time but it is unlikely 
that enough were bodied as "replicas" to be­
come a threat to Southern. Phantom I 18NC 
was rebodied by Barclay as a superb sedanca 
coupe ca. 1935, possibly by Ranalah (although 
oddly it has carried Knibbs & Parkyn coach­
plates for many years). And 20hp GYL40 was 
also a "replica" in Barclay records, whether 
his own or Southern is not clear. In 1934 
James Young Ltd. had rebodied and modern­
ized 20hp GTM28 with an interpretation of 
Gurney Nutting's "Owen" sedanca coupe 
style and there is some evidence that they 
continued to produce a variety of "replicas," 
possibly even after being absorbed into the 
Jack Barclay empire in 1937. One such is the 
drophead body on 20hp GFN59 which is 
sometimes attributed to Southern but has 
James Young stylistic features. It was superior 
to a Southern in both the radiator and hood 
conversions. 

There was an echo in New York in the late 
1930s when Rolls-Royce dealer J.S. Inskip fit­
ted coupe bodies, taken from Packards, on a 
few old 20hp chassis but more in desperation 
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1929 Phantom II 32WJ delivered in December 1937 via Southern with this Coachcraft "Special" saloon body. 
It has the replacement hood for the original narrow riveted type. A most impressive car. Phantom I BOOR 

was similarly bodied for Malcolm Campbell Ltd. 

A: COACHCRAFT "REPLICA" PRODUCTION FOR SOUTHERN 
(In chassis number order and not by the coach builder's production; 

arranged by Coachcraft names) 

SALOONS 

20hp: 
"Special" - GOK58, GUK58, GRJ30, GYLS0, 
GYL51, GBM11, GKM65, GTM29, GFN18, 
GFN26, GLN52, GVO4 

"Standard" - GUK28, GUJ80, GWL2 

"Park Lane" - GAJ68, GYL31, GFN2, GFN62, 
GVO73, and a car reg'd EFM-629 

"Denham" - GUJ31, GUJ35, GXL59, GEN44 

20/25hp: 
"Special" - GXO45, GXO84, GGP29, 
GDP23, GLR2, GLR26, GNS62 

"Park Lane" - GLR38, GXO11, GNS28, 
GXO62 

Phantom II: 
"Special" - 32WJ, 21GN 

LIMOUSINES 

20/25hp: 
"Special 6-light" - GLR49 

"Limousine" - GLR68 

Phantom I: 
"Special" - 64UF, 19EH 

"Limousine" - 76FH 

DROPHEAD COUPES 

20hp: 
"Special" - GSK70, GAJ21. GUJ19, GUJ65, 
GYL33, GYL77, GBMS, GBM41, GKM53 

"Dorchester" - GAJ39, GYL78, GKM43, 
GFN9, GFN46 

20/25hp: 
"Special" - GLR76, GXO105, GTR40, 
GMU48 

"Dorchester"- GXO103 

2-SEATERS

20hp:
"Special" - GBM19 

OTHER 

Southern dealt in Wraith WXA46 when 
new, ordered with Coachcraft body no. 
1287 Jan. 1939, a 6-light saloon akin to the 
"Denham" in style 
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DARGER, STANFORD P., 818 - 17th Ave., 
So I t Lok e City . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 l 03 
20 H.P. '28 Southern drophead coupe, GBM41, eng. G612 

1971 RROC Directory 



Weissman, David -  
PO Box 9199, Salt Lake City 84109 

 
Twenty H.P. 1928 
20/25 1930 
Phantom II 1934 
25/30 1937 
Phantom V 1961 

Southern 
Park Ward 
H.J. Mulliner 
Croall 
MPW 

drophead coupe 
limousine 
sedanca coupe 
landau let 
saloon 

2014 

GBM41 
GTRlO 

4SK 
GUN2 
5BV81 

2020 RROC DIRECTORY & REGISTER 125 

2020 RROC Directory 
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GBN, 41 1928 20 
Southern drophead coupe 

Stanford P. Darger, 818 - 17th Ave., 
Salt Lake City, Utah (2/16/70) 

G 612 
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