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1976 Ford Thunderbird
2dr Hardtop 8-cyl. 460cid/202hp 4bbl

#1 Concours condition #2 Excellent condition #3 Good condition #4 Fair condition

$19,900 $14,000 $6,500* $3,400
-3.9% -4.1% -4.4% -2.9%

NOTE: The chart displays price changes for the last year.

*Please note: All prices shown here are based on various data sources, as detailed in About Our Prices. For all Hagerty clients: The values shown do 
not imply coverage in this amount. In the event of a claim, the Guaranteed Value(s)® on your policy declarations page is the amount your vehicle(s) is 
covered for, even if the value displayed here is different. If you would like to discuss your policy, please call us at 877-922-3391.

Value adjustments

+$1,000
 for hard top.

-10%
 for auto trans.

Model description
The 1970 Thunderbird had been new from the ground up. In competition against the Buick Riviera and other large 
personal luxury coupes, the T-bird finally obtained a full perimeter frame to better isolate the passengers from the road, 
eschewing the unit body construction used since 1958 in the process. 

By 1972, the unusual beaked front end styling of the prior two years had finally been toned down, and the car began an 
upward trajectory in sales numbers, moving from 36,055 in 1971 to 57,814 in 1972 and a near record 87,269 in 1973, 
just short of the 1960 T-bird top sales of 90,843. Obviously, the nose job was a success.  

In fact, these cars shared major components with the Lincoln Continental Mark IV and had similar luxury, presence, 
ride, power and panache for almost $3,350 less. The 429 V-8 of 212 hp was standard in 1972 T-birds, with the 460 V-8 
of 224 hp optional.

Arguably, the 1972 cars were the best looking of this generation given the fact that the 1973 and later cars were forced 
to adopt new crash-bumpers, which added bulk to the look both front and rear. At least the already large Thunderbird 
carried the new look better than did smaller cars, which suddenly looked like bumper cars at the midway.  
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The 1973 cars were facelifted with a new grille, new headlight surrounds, small opera windows, hood ornament and 
other detail changes. In this era, luxury still meant size and presence. The Thunderbird theme had not really changed 
since the revision from the two-seater personal cars of 1957 into four-seater personal-luxury cars of 1958, but the 
expectations of the buying public had. The oil crisis that began in October 1973 almost immediately hampered sales of 
most big American cars, but the Thunderbird soldiered on, dropping to 58,443 sold in 1974, which was also a bad 
recession year. The 460 engine became standard for 1974.

The 1975 cars came out largely unchanged, except for new emission equipment including a catalytic convertor.  1975 
became an even worse recession year than 1974, so sales were down to 42,685. 1976 was again nearly unchanged, 
except for special editions including a Lipstick edition, Bordeaux Luxury Group and Crème/Gold Luxury Group . Sales 
increased to 52,935. Given the 1972 sales, the biggest ever T-birds were what the public wanted if they could afford it 
(prior to gasoline more than doubling in price, that is).

Back in the day, these cars were clearly marketed to the upper middle class, as aspirational cars despite the Ford 
badge that didn’t seem to detract from desirability. Advertising for 1976 asked “Could this be the best luxury car buy in 
the world?” Looking at what exactly you got for your buck, it probably was.  

Today, few of these cars are around because so many got sent to the scrapyard after the second OPEC fuel crisis of 
1979-1980, which happened in the wake of the Iranian revolution. The nicer ones that escaped the crusher are 
therefore cherished by owners. Even so, they remain fairly attainable.

Body styles

2dr Hardtop

Engine types

8-cyl. 460cid/202hp 4bbl

1972-1976 Ford Thunderbird stats

Highest sale

$143,000
Lowest sale

$1,060
Most recent sale

$12,705
Sales

116

Equipment

Standard Equipment Optional Equipment Additional Info

AM AM/FM Shipping Weight: 4808 lbs

Air Conditioning Speed Control Vehicle Length: 225.7 in

Automatic Transmission Wheelbase - Inches: 120.4 in

Bench Seat

Heater/Defroster

Power Front Disc Brakes

Power Steering

Power Windows

White Sidewall Tires
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Vehicle's condition classification

#1. Concours #2. Excellent

#3. Good #4. Fair

#1 vehicles are the best in the world. Imagine the best vehicle, in 
the right colors, driving onto the lawn at the finest concours. 
Perfectly clean, the vehicle has been groomed down to the tire 
treads. Painted and chromed surfaces are mirror-like. Dust and dirt 
are banned, and materials used are correct and superbly fitted.

#2 vehicles could win a local or regional show. They might even be 
former #1 vehicles that have been driven or have aged. Seasoned 
observers will have to look closely for flaws but will be able to find 
some. The paint, chrome, glass and finishes will all appear as 
excellent. The vehicle drives as a new vehicle of its era would.

#3 vehicles drive and run well but are not used for daily 
transportation. The casual passerby will not find any visual flaws, 
but these vehicles might have some incorrect parts. #3 vehicles 
could possess some, but not all, of the issues of a #4 vehicle, but 
they will be balanced by other factors such as fresh paint or a new, 
correct interior.

#4 vehicles are daily drivers, with flaws visible to the naked eye. The 
chrome might have pitting, the windshield might be chipped and 
perhaps the body has a minor dent. Imperfect paintwork, split 
seams or a cracked dash might be present. No major parts are 
missing, but there might be non-stock additions. A #4 vehicle can 
also be a deteriorated restoration.


