
IRLA Developmental Reading Taxonomy®

The IRLA (Independent Reading Level Assessment) begins with 

On-Ramp to Reading, which delivers specific and actionable data 

that tells the teacher where a student is—and why—as well as the 

sequence of skills/behaviors they need to learn next to accelerate 

their reading growth. The ENIL (Evaluación del nivel independiente 

de lectura) is also available for Spanish Language Learners.
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Active Reading Habits
1. Read 1G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
2. When I come to a word I don’t know, I slide through all 

the sounds I know, starting with the first letter sound.
3. Say one word for each written word.
4. Stop if something doesn’t make sense and try again.
5. Reread when I’m stuck.
6. Tell someone what the book was about and how I know.
7. Hear words that do and do not rhyme (cat/fat; cat/dog).
8. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Make the first letter sound for all consonants.

b c d f

g h j k

l m n p

r s t v

w z

1G: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Note: In this phase, readers learn an increased number of 
letter sounds and use partial cues such as first and final letters 
to read and write words, even if they do not read the whole 
word correctly. They begin to analyze which letters signal 
which speech sounds in the Power Words they are learning. *265439*

SC-CCR-1G-V9
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Active Reading Habits
1. Read 2G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
2. When I come to a word I don’t know, I slide through all 

the sounds I know, starting with the first letter sound or 
two-letter combination (br, cl, sm, ch, etc.). 

3. Stop and try again if something doesn’t make sense.
4. Reread when I’m stuck.
5. Tell someone what the book was about and how I know.
6. Retell a story someone reads to you.
7. Say words that rhyme, some with blends (fat/flat). 
8. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Use two-letter combinations to start a word.

br cr dr fr gr pr tr

bl cl fl gl pl sl sc

sk sm sn sp st sw tw

ch sh th wh

2G: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Note: In this phase, readers know most common letter sounds and 
use their knowledge of letter-sound cues to read and write Power 
Words, but they may not be able decode unfamiliar words yet. 
They continue to analyze which letters signal which speech sounds 
in the the Power Words they are learning and self-prompt initial 
blends and diagraphs when they encounter unknown words. *265444*

SC-CCR-2G-V9
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Use “r” chunks.
-ar -er -ir -or -ur
car her girl for purple

Use words I know to read new words. Use final -e.
my by fly hop hope
this miss kiss plan plane
like bike Mike cut cute
will fill still pet Pete
out shout about Tim time

Active Reading Habits
1. When I come to a word I don’t know, I look all the way 

through the word to look for parts I know:
• Cover parts of one-syllable words to find chunks I know.
• Think of a word that looks the same and rhymes (If 

a∙m is”am”, then h∙a∙m is “ham”).
• Use “r” chunks to read new words (ar, er, ir, or, ur). 
• Use final -e to read new words (hop/hope).
• Use long vowel teams to read new words (each,  

tail, boat).
• Use blends at the end of words (desk/wish).

2. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
3. Retell the important events in a story in the correct order.
4. Tell what the book was about: main topic and key 

details or problem and solution.
5. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
6. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

1B: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Note: In this phase, readers have acquired decoding skills and can 
analyze words to determine which sound is made by each letter. 
They add initial sounds to sight words and use known rimes and 
chunks to read and spell hundreds of new words from memory. *265441*

SC-CCR-1B-V9
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Active Reading Habits 
1. Read two-syllable words built from basic chunks.
2. Read compound words (something, everybody).
3. Read words with these endings (-ed, -er, -ing, -es, -y, -est).
4. Use double consonant rule (hoping/hopping).
5. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
6. Use what I know to read what I don’t know.
7. Read for 15 minutes without getting tired.
8. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
9. Read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from  
the text.
Literature Informational Text
1. Retell the story in the 

correct sequence.
2. Tell 3 things about the main 

character. Compare him/
her to other characters.

3. What is the problem and 
how is it solved? 

4. What is the setting (time 
and place)?

5. What is the most important 
part of the story? Why?

6. Do you think this is a good 
story? Why or why not?

1. Tell the main idea and 
details that support it.

2. Give one fact you learned 
from the pictures and one 
fact you learned from  
the words.

3. What is the one thing 
the author wants you to 
remember from this book? 
How do you know?

4. What text features does 
your book have for finding 
information quickly? Show 
how you can use them.

2B: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Note: In this phase, readers can read two-syllable words 
and fully analyze and form letter–sound connections 
within words to read and spell them from memory. *265446*

SC-CCR-2B-V9
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Active Reading Habits
1. Read three-syllable words built from basic chunks (won-der-ful).
2. Use three-letter blends (splash/catch).
3. Read two-syllable words with long vowels (Ruby, even).
4. Read words with these endings (-y, -ly, -ier, -iest).
5. Use all vowel combinations to read new words (ew, oy, oi, ou, etc.).
6. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
7. Read comfortably and with expression, using punctuation.
8. Read silently for 30 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

10. Find a favorite picture book series (or author) and read them all.
11. Read fiction, nonfiction, fables, and folktales. 

Literature Informational Text
1. Retell the story in 3 sentences:  

In the beginning...  
In the middle...  
In the end...

2. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events 
in the story?

3. Describe the setting, where 
and when the story  
takes place.

4. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for 
different characters.

5. What is the lesson or moral of 
this story? How do you know?

1. Tell the main topic of:
• The whole text
• One paragraph or page

2. What did you learn from  
your reading?

3. What questions do you have?

4. What text features does 
your book have for finding 
information quickly? Show 
how you can use them.

5. Why do you think the author 
wrote this book? What was 
the most important thing s/he 
wanted us to learn?

1R: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

*265438*
SC-CCR-1R-V9

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
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Literature Informational Text
1. Retell the story in 3 sentences:  

In the beginning...  
In the middle...  
In the end...

2. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in  
the story?

3. Describe the setting, where and 
when the story takes place.

4. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for different 
characters.

5. What is the lesson or moral of this 
story? How do you know?

1. Tell the main topic of:
• The whole text
• One paragraph or page

2. What did you learn from  
your reading?

3. What questions do you have?

4. What text features does your book 
have for finding information quickly? 
Show how you can use them.

5. Why do you think the author wrote 
this book? What was the most 
important thing s/he wanted us  
to learn?

Active Reading Habits
1. Read three- and four-syllable words familiar from everyday 

speech, including names.
2. Try different sounds for the letters or chunks in a new word until 

you recognize the word.
3. Use prefixes and suffixes to read words (un-, re-, mis-, -ful, -able, 

-tion, -ly, -ier, -iest).
4. Stop and self-correct when something doesn’t make sense.
5. Visualize as you read books with few or no illustrations.
6. Read fluently and with expression, using punctuation.
7. Read silently for at least 30 minutes without getting tired.
8. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
9. Finish a 2R chapter book every week.

10. Find a favorite chapter book series and read them all.
11. Read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, fables, and folktales. 

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

2R: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

*265443*
SC-CCR-2R-V9
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Literature
1. Describe the setting (time and place) 

and compare it to other stories.
2. Describe the characters and how their 

actions influence events in the story.
3. Retell the key events of the plot in 

chronological sequence.
4. Identify the narrator. Is the story told 

in first or third person?
5. Describe the central problem and 

explain how it is resolved. 
6. What is the central message, lesson, or 

moral? How did the author convey it?
7. How is your point of view on the 

theme or conflict different or the same 
as the narrator’s or the characters’?

Informational Text
1. What is the main idea and how do  

you know?
2. What key facts or ideas support the  

main idea?
3. Does the author state any opinions? What 

is the author’s point of view? How do you 
know? How is yours different?

4. What questions would you ask the author?
5. Show how you can use text features to 

locate information in the text.
6. Explain how the author organizes the 

information (e.g., time sequence, steps in 
a procedure, pro/con, compare/contrast, 
cause/effect, etc.).

Range of Reading
1. Finish a chapter book every week.
2. Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.
3. Read something you like from each of these genres:

• Informational text (Science, History/Social Studies) 
• Fiction stories (Realistic Fiction, Mystery, Humor) 
• Traditional tales (Fables, Folktales, Myths)
• Poetry and drama

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to  

hypothesize meaning.
• Distinguish shades of meaning among related words (e.g., knew,  

believed, suspected).
• Word Parts: Notice and use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to the meanings of 

unknown words.
• Figurative Language: Distinguish between literal and nonliteral language.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

*265456*
SC-CCR-WT-V9

Reader:  Room:  

Wt: Skills Card
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Literature
1. Using specific details from the 

text, describe in depth:
• A major character.
• A minor character.
• The narrator (first or  

third person).
•  The setting (time, place, 

historical era).
• A key event.

2. Retell the key events of the plot  
in chronological sequence.

3. What is the theme of the text? 
How do you know?

4. What other things have you read 
with a similar theme? How does 
this compare?

5. What form (genre) of literature 
is this? How do you know? 
Describe its basic  
structural elements.

Informational Text
1. Tell the author’s main idea in one sentence.
2. List the key facts and ideas that support the 

author’s main idea.
3. Summarize the information presented. Tell exactly 

what happened and why. Use specific information 
from the text.

4. What do you think is your author’s opinion or 
perspective on this material? How is it different 
from yours?

5. How did the author organize the information (e.g., 
chronological order, compare/contrast, pro/con, 
cause/effect, problem/solution, exposition, etc.)?

6. Was this a firsthand or secondhand account? How 
do you know?

7. Explain one of the graphic features in the text 
(e.g., charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, maps, 
tables, etc.) and describe how the information 
adds to the rest  
of the text.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Get hooked on a series or author and go on a reading binge.
3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.
4. Read Biography, Contemporary Fiction, Traditional Tales, Poetry, Drama, Science,  

and History.
5. Read silently, faster than you can talk, but with good understanding.

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to hypothesize meaning.
• Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
• Distinguish shades of meaning between potential synonyms (e.g., whispered vs. grumbled).
• Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
• Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., simile or metaphor). 

Describe its meaning and effect.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

*265442*
SC-CCR-BK-V9

Reader:  Room:  

Bk: Skills Card
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Or: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  
Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Read and understand Orange books in at least five genres.
3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to  

hypothesize meaning.
• Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
• Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
• Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile, 

personification, idiom, adage) and describe its meaning and effect.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
Literature
1. From what genre is this text? What else 

have you read in this genre or by this 
author? How does this compare? Describe 
how the narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view influences how events are described. 

2. Identify and describe the following literary 
elements in the text: 
• Plot (conflict and resolution)
• Setting (time of day or year, historical 

era, place, situation)
• Characters (traits, roles, similarities, 

major and minor)
• Narrator (first person/third person) 

3. Compare each of the above with those  
of another text.

4. What is the theme (meaning, message, 
moral, lesson, view, or comment on life) 
of the text? Use details from the text to 
support your conclusion. 
• Which three scenes (chapters, stanzas, 

etc.) were most important and how do 
they connect to each other? 

5. Select two characters or events. Compare 
and contrast them. Use specific details 
from the text.

Informational Text
1. From what field of study is this text? What 

did you already know about the subject? 
2. What are two or more main ideas in the 

text? State each of them in one sentence. 
3. What reasons and evidence does the 

author give to support each of these  
main ideas? 

4. How does the author organize the 
information (e.g., compare/contrast, pro/
con, cause/effect, chronological  
sequence, etc.)? 

5. Compare the organizational structure 
above with another text. 

6. What is the author’s opinion or point of 
view on the material? How does it differ  
from yours?

7. Select two individuals, events, ideas or 
concepts and explain how they are related. 

8. Interpret one of the graphic features in 
the text (e.g., charts, maps, illustrations, 
diagrams, time lines, tables, etc.) and 
explain how the information adds to the 
rest of the text. 

*265450*
SC-CCR-OR-V9

Copyright © 2021 by American Reading Company®

Pu: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Read at least one full-length chapter book in each of these genres: Historical 

Fiction, Biography, Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Contemporary Fiction.
3. Choose a topic in Science or History to explore. Become an expert on it.
4. Find a poet you particularly like. Become an expert on his/her work.
5. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone  

reminding you.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Literature
1. Identify the genre of this text.  What 

are the key elements of this genre? 
What other books have you read in this 
genre or by the same author?

2. Describe how the plot unfolds in a 
series of episodes toward a resolution. 
Include how the characters change 
along the way.

3. Determine the theme or central idea 
of the text. Use details from the text to 
support your thinking. How does this 
reflect the genre?

4. Identify an example of figurative 
language and discuss its impact on 
meaning and tone.

5. Select a key sentence, chapter, scene, or 
stanza and describe how it fits into the 
overall structure of the text. How does 
it affect theme or plot?

6. Discuss how the author develops the 
point of view, or perspective, of the 
narrator in the text.

7. Compare and contrast this text with 
another one you’ve read about the 
same topic or theme in a  
different genre.

Informational Text
1. From what field of study is this text? 

What did you already know about  
this subject?

2. Provide an objective summary of the 
text in one sentence.

3. Determine a central idea of the text and 
explain how it is supported by  
key details.

4. Analyze in detail how a key idea, event, 
or person is introduced, described, and 
developed in the text.

5. Select a key word, sentence, paragraph, 
chapter, or section and describe how it 
fits into the overall structure of the text 
and helps develop the central idea.

6. Trace the author’s argument. Which 
claims are supported with valid reasons 
and evidence? Which are not?

7. Determine the author’s point of view or 
purpose for writing and how it  
is conveyed.

8. Compare and contrast two authors’ 
presentations of the same topic.

*265449*
SC-CCR-PU-V9

IRLA® and ENIL® Starter Kits 
Differentiated Support to Accelerate Reading Skills 

americanreading.com  |  100% Employee Owned  | Materials shown are a representative sample. Actual titles may vary based on availability. ARC11.21.22

Contact us to learn more: 1-866-810-2665 or customercare@americanreading.com

Take-Home Reading Skills Cards
Skills Cards serve as coaching aids to engage and empower 

families as partners in literacy learning.

Language Grades K–5 
(30 Students)

Grades 6–12
(30 Students)

English $1,800 $1,900

Spanish $1,800 $1,900*

Classroom Libraries
Rotating classroom libraries give each student instant access to 

engaging, authentic trade texts to practice the skills they’ve learned.

*available in grades 6-9 only
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Active Reading Habits
1. Read 1G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
2. When I come to a word I don’t know, I slide through all 

the sounds I know, starting with the first letter sound.
3. Say one word for each written word.
4. Stop if something doesn’t make sense and try again.
5. Reread when I’m stuck.
6. Tell someone what the book was about and how I know.
7. Hear words that do and do not rhyme (cat/fat; cat/dog).
8. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Make the first letter sound for all consonants.

b c d f

g h j k

l m n p

r s t v

w z

1G: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Note: In this phase, readers learn an increased number of 
letter sounds and use partial cues such as first and final letters 
to read and write words, even if they do not read the whole 
word correctly. They begin to analyze which letters signal 
which speech sounds in the Power Words they are learning. *265439*

SC-CCR-1G-V9
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Active Reading Habits
1. Read 2G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
2. When I come to a word I don’t know, I slide through all 

the sounds I know, starting with the first letter sound or 
two-letter combination (br, cl, sm, ch, etc.). 

3. Stop and try again if something doesn’t make sense.
4. Reread when I’m stuck.
5. Tell someone what the book was about and how I know.
6. Retell a story someone reads to you.
7. Say words that rhyme, some with blends (fat/flat). 
8. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Use two-letter combinations to start a word.

br cr dr fr gr pr tr

bl cl fl gl pl sl sc

sk sm sn sp st sw tw

ch sh th wh

2G: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Note: In this phase, readers know most common letter sounds and 
use their knowledge of letter-sound cues to read and write Power 
Words, but they may not be able decode unfamiliar words yet. 
They continue to analyze which letters signal which speech sounds 
in the the Power Words they are learning and self-prompt initial 
blends and diagraphs when they encounter unknown words. *265444*

SC-CCR-2G-V9
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Use “r” chunks.
-ar -er -ir -or -ur
car her girl for purple

Use words I know to read new words. Use final -e.
my by fly hop hope
this miss kiss plan plane
like bike Mike cut cute
will fill still pet Pete
out shout about Tim time

Active Reading Habits
1. When I come to a word I don’t know, I look all the way 

through the word to look for parts I know:
• Cover parts of one-syllable words to find chunks I know.
• Think of a word that looks the same and rhymes (If 

a∙m is”am”, then h∙a∙m is “ham”).
• Use “r” chunks to read new words (ar, er, ir, or, ur). 
• Use final -e to read new words (hop/hope).
• Use long vowel teams to read new words (each,  

tail, boat).
• Use blends at the end of words (desk/wish).

2. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
3. Retell the important events in a story in the correct order.
4. Tell what the book was about: main topic and key 

details or problem and solution.
5. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
6. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

1B: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Note: In this phase, readers have acquired decoding skills and can 
analyze words to determine which sound is made by each letter. 
They add initial sounds to sight words and use known rimes and 
chunks to read and spell hundreds of new words from memory. *265441*

SC-CCR-1B-V9
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Active Reading Habits 
1. Read two-syllable words built from basic chunks.
2. Read compound words (something, everybody).
3. Read words with these endings (-ed, -er, -ing, -es, -y, -est).
4. Use double consonant rule (hoping/hopping).
5. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
6. Use what I know to read what I don’t know.
7. Read for 15 minutes without getting tired.
8. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
9. Read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from  
the text.
Literature Informational Text
1. Retell the story in the 

correct sequence.
2. Tell 3 things about the main 

character. Compare him/
her to other characters.

3. What is the problem and 
how is it solved? 

4. What is the setting (time 
and place)?

5. What is the most important 
part of the story? Why?

6. Do you think this is a good 
story? Why or why not?

1. Tell the main idea and 
details that support it.

2. Give one fact you learned 
from the pictures and one 
fact you learned from  
the words.

3. What is the one thing 
the author wants you to 
remember from this book? 
How do you know?

4. What text features does 
your book have for finding 
information quickly? Show 
how you can use them.

2B: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Note: In this phase, readers can read two-syllable words 
and fully analyze and form letter–sound connections 
within words to read and spell them from memory. *265446*

SC-CCR-2B-V9
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Active Reading Habits
1. Read three-syllable words built from basic chunks (won-der-ful).
2. Use three-letter blends (splash/catch).
3. Read two-syllable words with long vowels (Ruby, even).
4. Read words with these endings (-y, -ly, -ier, -iest).
5. Use all vowel combinations to read new words (ew, oy, oi, ou, etc.).
6. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
7. Read comfortably and with expression, using punctuation.
8. Read silently for 30 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

10. Find a favorite picture book series (or author) and read them all.
11. Read fiction, nonfiction, fables, and folktales. 

Literature Informational Text
1. Retell the story in 3 sentences:  

In the beginning...  
In the middle...  
In the end...

2. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events 
in the story?

3. Describe the setting, where 
and when the story  
takes place.

4. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for 
different characters.

5. What is the lesson or moral of 
this story? How do you know?

1. Tell the main topic of:
• The whole text
• One paragraph or page

2. What did you learn from  
your reading?

3. What questions do you have?

4. What text features does 
your book have for finding 
information quickly? Show 
how you can use them.

5. Why do you think the author 
wrote this book? What was 
the most important thing s/he 
wanted us to learn?

1R: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

*265438*
SC-CCR-1R-V9

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
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Literature Informational Text
1. Retell the story in 3 sentences:  

In the beginning...  
In the middle...  
In the end...

2. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in  
the story?

3. Describe the setting, where and 
when the story takes place.

4. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for different 
characters.

5. What is the lesson or moral of this 
story? How do you know?

1. Tell the main topic of:
• The whole text
• One paragraph or page

2. What did you learn from  
your reading?

3. What questions do you have?

4. What text features does your book 
have for finding information quickly? 
Show how you can use them.

5. Why do you think the author wrote 
this book? What was the most 
important thing s/he wanted us  
to learn?

Active Reading Habits
1. Read three- and four-syllable words familiar from everyday 

speech, including names.
2. Try different sounds for the letters or chunks in a new word until 

you recognize the word.
3. Use prefixes and suffixes to read words (un-, re-, mis-, -ful, -able, 

-tion, -ly, -ier, -iest).
4. Stop and self-correct when something doesn’t make sense.
5. Visualize as you read books with few or no illustrations.
6. Read fluently and with expression, using punctuation.
7. Read silently for at least 30 minutes without getting tired.
8. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
9. Finish a 2R chapter book every week.

10. Find a favorite chapter book series and read them all.
11. Read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, fables, and folktales. 

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

2R: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

*265443*
SC-CCR-2R-V9
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Literature
1. Describe the setting (time and place) 

and compare it to other stories.
2. Describe the characters and how their 

actions influence events in the story.
3. Retell the key events of the plot in 

chronological sequence.
4. Identify the narrator. Is the story told 

in first or third person?
5. Describe the central problem and 

explain how it is resolved. 
6. What is the central message, lesson, or 

moral? How did the author convey it?
7. How is your point of view on the 

theme or conflict different or the same 
as the narrator’s or the characters’?

Informational Text
1. What is the main idea and how do  

you know?
2. What key facts or ideas support the  

main idea?
3. Does the author state any opinions? What 

is the author’s point of view? How do you 
know? How is yours different?

4. What questions would you ask the author?
5. Show how you can use text features to 

locate information in the text.
6. Explain how the author organizes the 

information (e.g., time sequence, steps in 
a procedure, pro/con, compare/contrast, 
cause/effect, etc.).

Range of Reading
1. Finish a chapter book every week.
2. Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.
3. Read something you like from each of these genres:

• Informational text (Science, History/Social Studies) 
• Fiction stories (Realistic Fiction, Mystery, Humor) 
• Traditional tales (Fables, Folktales, Myths)
• Poetry and drama

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to  

hypothesize meaning.
• Distinguish shades of meaning among related words (e.g., knew,  

believed, suspected).
• Word Parts: Notice and use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to the meanings of 

unknown words.
• Figurative Language: Distinguish between literal and nonliteral language.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
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Literature
1. Using specific details from the 

text, describe in depth:
• A major character.
• A minor character.
• The narrator (first or  

third person).
•  The setting (time, place, 

historical era).
• A key event.

2. Retell the key events of the plot  
in chronological sequence.

3. What is the theme of the text? 
How do you know?

4. What other things have you read 
with a similar theme? How does 
this compare?

5. What form (genre) of literature 
is this? How do you know? 
Describe its basic  
structural elements.

Informational Text
1. Tell the author’s main idea in one sentence.
2. List the key facts and ideas that support the 

author’s main idea.
3. Summarize the information presented. Tell exactly 

what happened and why. Use specific information 
from the text.

4. What do you think is your author’s opinion or 
perspective on this material? How is it different 
from yours?

5. How did the author organize the information (e.g., 
chronological order, compare/contrast, pro/con, 
cause/effect, problem/solution, exposition, etc.)?

6. Was this a firsthand or secondhand account? How 
do you know?

7. Explain one of the graphic features in the text 
(e.g., charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, maps, 
tables, etc.) and describe how the information 
adds to the rest  
of the text.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Get hooked on a series or author and go on a reading binge.
3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.
4. Read Biography, Contemporary Fiction, Traditional Tales, Poetry, Drama, Science,  

and History.
5. Read silently, faster than you can talk, but with good understanding.

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to hypothesize meaning.
• Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
• Distinguish shades of meaning between potential synonyms (e.g., whispered vs. grumbled).
• Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
• Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., simile or metaphor). 

Describe its meaning and effect.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
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Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Read and understand Orange books in at least five genres.
3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to  

hypothesize meaning.
• Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
• Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
• Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile, 

personification, idiom, adage) and describe its meaning and effect.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
Literature
1. From what genre is this text? What else 

have you read in this genre or by this 
author? How does this compare? Describe 
how the narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view influences how events are described. 

2. Identify and describe the following literary 
elements in the text: 
• Plot (conflict and resolution)
• Setting (time of day or year, historical 

era, place, situation)
• Characters (traits, roles, similarities, 

major and minor)
• Narrator (first person/third person) 

3. Compare each of the above with those  
of another text.

4. What is the theme (meaning, message, 
moral, lesson, view, or comment on life) 
of the text? Use details from the text to 
support your conclusion. 
• Which three scenes (chapters, stanzas, 

etc.) were most important and how do 
they connect to each other? 

5. Select two characters or events. Compare 
and contrast them. Use specific details 
from the text.

Informational Text
1. From what field of study is this text? What 

did you already know about the subject? 
2. What are two or more main ideas in the 

text? State each of them in one sentence. 
3. What reasons and evidence does the 

author give to support each of these  
main ideas? 

4. How does the author organize the 
information (e.g., compare/contrast, pro/
con, cause/effect, chronological  
sequence, etc.)? 

5. Compare the organizational structure 
above with another text. 

6. What is the author’s opinion or point of 
view on the material? How does it differ  
from yours?

7. Select two individuals, events, ideas or 
concepts and explain how they are related. 

8. Interpret one of the graphic features in 
the text (e.g., charts, maps, illustrations, 
diagrams, time lines, tables, etc.) and 
explain how the information adds to the 
rest of the text. 
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Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Read at least one full-length chapter book in each of these genres: Historical 

Fiction, Biography, Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Contemporary Fiction.
3. Choose a topic in Science or History to explore. Become an expert on it.
4. Find a poet you particularly like. Become an expert on his/her work.
5. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone  

reminding you.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Literature
1. Identify the genre of this text.  What 

are the key elements of this genre? 
What other books have you read in this 
genre or by the same author?

2. Describe how the plot unfolds in a 
series of episodes toward a resolution. 
Include how the characters change 
along the way.

3. Determine the theme or central idea 
of the text. Use details from the text to 
support your thinking. How does this 
reflect the genre?

4. Identify an example of figurative 
language and discuss its impact on 
meaning and tone.

5. Select a key sentence, chapter, scene, or 
stanza and describe how it fits into the 
overall structure of the text. How does 
it affect theme or plot?

6. Discuss how the author develops the 
point of view, or perspective, of the 
narrator in the text.

7. Compare and contrast this text with 
another one you’ve read about the 
same topic or theme in a  
different genre.

Informational Text
1. From what field of study is this text? 

What did you already know about  
this subject?

2. Provide an objective summary of the 
text in one sentence.

3. Determine a central idea of the text and 
explain how it is supported by  
key details.

4. Analyze in detail how a key idea, event, 
or person is introduced, described, and 
developed in the text.

5. Select a key word, sentence, paragraph, 
chapter, or section and describe how it 
fits into the overall structure of the text 
and helps develop the central idea.

6. Trace the author’s argument. Which 
claims are supported with valid reasons 
and evidence? Which are not?

7. Determine the author’s point of view or 
purpose for writing and how it  
is conveyed.

8. Compare and contrast two authors’ 
presentations of the same topic.
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