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IRLA  651B

1B Independent Reading Level Overview
Decode Regularly Spelled One-Syllable Words: Chunking

1B Learning Focus
Decode Regularly Spelled One-Syllable Words: 
Vowel Family Chunking
Readers at the 1B level take a huge jump forward in reading. They have working 
knowledge of the major letter-sound correspondences and have used them to 
build a sight word bank of 200–300 high-frequency words. They are now able to 
analogize: they can use these known words, and their knowledge of regular vowel 
patterns, to figure out unknown words (e.g., like/spike). 
Readers at the 1B level have their fingers out, covering parts of unfamiliar words to 
find something they know inside them. Once they find a chunk that looks familiar, 
they have to recall what known word it is part of, vocalize the isolated chunk, add 
the sound(s) of the new word to the chunk, and see if it works out to be a sensible 
word. If it doesn’t work out, they have to start all over again. The prerequisite 
phonemic awareness skills for this level are tremendous. 

Key Common Core State Standards
CCSS F.1.3b Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
CCSS F.1.3c Know final -e and common vowel team conventions for 
representing long vowel sounds.
CCSS F.1.3g Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled 
words.

Entry Requirements
Must be in place before earning 1B designation.
Comprehension CCSS F.1.4 / RL/I.1.1

• Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
• Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

Phonological Awareness CCSS F.K.2ce
• Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words.
• Add or substitute individual sounds to make new words.

Phonics CCSS F.1.3b
• Decode one-syllable words [using Zone 1 and Zone 2 word families].

Word Recognition CCSS F.1.3g
• Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.

Exit Requirements
Must be in place before earning 2B designation.
Comprehension CCSS F.1.4 / RL/I.1.1

• Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
• Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

Phonics CCSS F.1.3ef
• Decode two-syllable words following basic patterns by breaking the 

words into syllables.
• Read words with inflectional endings.

Word Recognition CCSS F.1.3g
• Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.

1.00–1.59
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Active Reading Habits
1. Read 1G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
2. When I come to a word I don’t know, I slide through all 

the sounds I know, starting with the first letter sound.
3. Say one word for each written word.
4. Stop if something doesn’t make sense and try again.
5. Reread when I’m stuck.
6. Tell someone what the book was about and how I know.
7. Hear words that do and do not rhyme (
8. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Make the first letter sound for all consonants.

b

g

l

r

1G:
Reader: 

Note: In this phase, readers learn an increased number of 
letter sounds and use partial cues such as first and final letters 
to read and write words, even if they do not read the whole 
word correctly. They begin to analyze which letters signal 
which speech sounds in the Power Words they are learning. 
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Active Reading Habits
Read 1G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
When I come to a word I don’t know, I slide through all 
the sounds I know, starting with the first letter sound.
Say one word for each written word.
Stop if something doesn’t make sense and try again.
Reread when I’m stuck.
Tell someone what the book was about and how I know.
Hear words that do and do not rhyme (
Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Make the first letter sound for all consonants.

c

h

m

s

w

1G: Skills Card

Note: In this phase, readers learn an increased number of 
letter sounds and use partial cues such as first and final letters 
to read and write words, even if they do not read the whole 
word correctly. They begin to analyze which letters signal 
which speech sounds in the Power Words they are learning. 
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Active Reading Habits
1. Read 2G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
2. When I come to a word I don’t know, I slide through all 

the sounds I know, starting with the first letter sound or 
two-letter combination (

3. Stop and try again if something doesn’t make sense.
4. Reread when I’m stuck.
5. Tell someone what the book was about and how I know.
6. Retell a story someone reads to you.
7. Say words that rhyme, some with blends (
8. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Use two-letter combinations to start a word.

br cr

bl cl

sk sm

ch sh

2G:
Reader: 

Note: In this phase, readers know most common letter sounds and 
use their knowledge of letter-sound cues to read and write Power 
Words, but they may not be able decode unfamiliar words yet. 
They continue to analyze which letters signal which speech sounds 
in the the Power Words they are learning and self-prompt initial 
blends and diagraphs when they encounter unknown words. 

 Skills Card
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Active Reading Habits
Read 2G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
When I come to a word I don’t know, I slide through all 
the sounds I know, starting with the first letter sound or 
two-letter combination (
Stop and try again if something doesn’t make sense.
Reread when I’m stuck.
Tell someone what the book was about and how I know.
Retell a story someone reads to you.
Say words that rhyme, some with blends (
Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Use two-letter combinations to start a word.

dr

fl

sn

th

2G:

Note: In this phase, readers know most common letter sounds and 
use their knowledge of letter-sound cues to read and write Power 
Words, but they may not be able decode unfamiliar words yet. 
They continue to analyze which letters signal which speech sounds 
in the the Power Words they are learning and self-prompt initial 
blends and diagraphs when they encounter unknown words. *265444*
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Use “r” chunks.
-ar -er
car her

Use words I know to read new words.
my by
this miss
like bike
will fill
out shout

Active Reading Habits
1. When I come to a word I don’t know, I look all the way 

through the word to look for parts I know:
• Cover parts of one-syllable words to find chunks I know.
• Think of a word that looks the same and rhymes (If 

a∙m is”am”, then h∙a∙m is “ham”).
• Use “r” chunks to read new words (
• Use final -e to read new words (
• Use long vowel teams to read new words (

tail, boat).
• Use blends at the end of words (

2. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
3. Retell the important events in a story in the correct order.
4. Tell what the book was about: main topic and key 

details or problem and solution.
5. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
6. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

1B:
Reader: 

Note: In this phase, readers have acquired decoding skills and can 
analyze words to determine which sound is made by each letter. 
They add initial sounds to sight words and use known rimes and 
chunks to read and spell hundreds of new words from memory. 

*265444*
SC-CCR-2G-V9
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Use words I know to read new words.

shout

Active Reading Habits
When I come to a word I don’t know, I look all the way 
through the word to look for parts I know:

Cover parts of one-syllable words to find chunks I know.
Think of a word that looks the same and rhymes (If 
a∙m is”am”, then h∙a∙m is “ham”).
Use “r” chunks to read new words (
Use final -e to read new words (
Use long vowel teams to read new words (

Use blends at the end of words (
Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
Retell the important events in a story in the correct order.
Tell what the book was about: main topic and key 
details or problem and solution.
Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

1B: Skills Card

Note: In this phase, readers have acquired decoding skills and can 
analyze words to determine which sound is made by each letter. 
They add initial sounds to sight words and use known rimes and 
chunks to read and spell hundreds of new words from memory. 
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Active Reading Habits 
1. Read two-syllable words built from basic chunks.
2. Read compound words (
3. Read words with these endings (
4. Use double consonant rule (
5. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
6. Use what I know to read what I don’t know.
7. Read for 15 minutes without getting tired.
8. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
9. Read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from 
the text.
Literature
1. Retell the story in the 

correct sequence.
2. Tell 3 things about the main 

character. Compare him/
her to other characters.

3. What is the problem and 
how is it solved?

4. What is the setting (time 
and place)?

5. What is the most important 
part of the story? Why

6. Do you think this is a good 
story? Why or why not

2B:
Reader: 

Note: In this phase, readers can read two-syllable words 
and fully analyze and form letter–sound connections 
within words to read and spell them from memory.

 Skills Card
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Active Reading Habits 
Read two-syllable words built from basic chunks.
Read compound words (
Read words with these endings (
Use double consonant rule (
Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
Use what I know to read what I don’t know.
Read for 15 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
Read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.

 Support answers with evidence from 

Retell the story in the 
correct sequence.
Tell 3 things about the main 
character. Compare him/
her to other characters.
What is the problem and 

What is the setting (time 

What is the most important 
 Why

Do you think this is a good 
 Why or why not

2B: Skills Card

Note: In this phase, readers can read two-syllable words 
and fully analyze and form letter–sound connections 
within words to read and spell them from memory. *265446*
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Active Reading Habits
1. Read three-syllable words built from basic chunks (
2. Use three-letter blends (
3. Read two-syllable words with long vowels (
4. Read words with these endings (
5. Use all vowel combinations to read new words (
6. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
7. Read comfortably and with expression, using punctuation.
8. Read silently for 30 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

10. Find a favorite picture book series (or author) and read them all.
11. Read fiction, nonfiction, fables, and folktales. 

Literature
1. Retell the story in 3 sentences: 

In the beginning... 
In the middle... 
In the end...

2. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events 
in the story?

3. Describe the setting, where 
and when the story 
takes place.

4. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for 
different characters.

5. What is the lesson or moral of 
this story? How do you know

1R:
Reader: 

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

*265446*
SC-CCR-2B-V9
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Active Reading Habits
Read three-syllable words built from basic chunks (
Use three-letter blends (
Read two-syllable words with long vowels (
Read words with these endings (
Use all vowel combinations to read new words (
Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
Read comfortably and with expression, using punctuation.
Read silently for 30 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
Find a favorite picture book series (or author) and read them all.
Read fiction, nonfiction, fables, and folktales. 

Retell the story in 3 sentences: 

Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events 

Describe the setting, where 
and when the story 

Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for 
different characters.
What is the lesson or moral of 

 How do you know

1R: Skills Card

 Support answers with evidence from the text.
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Literature
1. Retell the story in 3 sentences: 

In the beginning... 
In the middle... 
In the end...

2. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in 
the story?

3. Describe the setting, where and 
when the story takes place.

4. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for different 
characters.

5. What is the lesson or moral of this 
story? How do you know

Active Reading Habits
1. Read three- and four-syllable words familiar from everyday 

speech, including names.
2. Try different sounds for the letters or chunks in a new word until 

you recognize the word.
3. Use prefixes and suffixes to read words (

-tion, -ly, -ier, -iest).
4. Stop and self-correct when something doesn’t make sense.
5. Visualize as you read books with few or no illustrations.
6. Read fluently and with expression, using punctuation.
7. Read silently for at least 30 minutes without getting tired.
8. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
9. Finish a 2R chapter book every week.

10. Find a favorite chapter book series and read them all.
11. Read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, fables, and folktales. 

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

2R:
Reader: 

 Skills Card
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Retell the story in 3 sentences: 

Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in 

Describe the setting, where and 
when the story takes place.
Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for different 

What is the lesson or moral of this 
 How do you know?

Active Reading Habits
Read three- and four-syllable words familiar from everyday 
speech, including names.
Try different sounds for the letters or chunks in a new word until 
you recognize the word.
Use prefixes and suffixes to read words (

).
Stop and self-correct when something doesn’t make sense.
Visualize as you read books with few or no illustrations.
Read fluently and with expression, using punctuation.
Read silently for at least 30 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
Finish a 2R chapter book every week.
Find a favorite chapter book series and read them all.
Read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, fables, and folktales. 

 Support answers with evidence from the text.

2R: Skills Card

*265443*
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Literature
1. Describe the setting (time and place) 

and compare it to other stories.
2. Describe the characters and how their 

actions influence events in the story.
3. Retell the key events of the plot in 

chronological sequence.
4. Identify the narrator. Is the story told 

in first or third person?
5. Describe the central problem and 

explain how it is resolved. 
6. What is the central message, lesson, or 

moral? How did the author convey it?
7. How is your point of view on the 

theme or conflict different or the same 
as the narrator’s or the characters’?

Range of Reading
1. Finish a chapter book every week.
2. Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.
3. Read something you like from each of these genres:

•Informational text (Science, History/Social Studies) 
•Fiction stories (Realistic Fiction, Mystery, Humor) 
•Traditional tales (Fables, Folktales, Myths)
•Poetry and drama

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to 

hypothesize meaning.
• Distinguish shades of meaning among related words (e.g., knew, 

believed, suspected).
• Word Parts: Notice and use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to the meanings of 

unknown words.
• Figurative Language: Distinguish between literal and nonliteral language.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Reader: 

Wt:

*265443*
SC-CCR-2R-V9
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Describe the setting (time and place) 
and compare it to other stories.
Describe the characters and how their 
actions influence events in the story.
Retell the key events of the plot in 

Identify the narrator. Is the story told 

Describe the central problem and 
explain how it is resolved. 
What is the central message, lesson, or 
moral? How did the author convey it?
How is your point of view on the 
theme or conflict different or the same 
as the narrator’s or the characters’?

Finish a chapter book every week.
Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.
Read something you like from each of these genres:
Informational text (Science, History/Social Studies) 
Fiction stories (Realistic Fiction, Mystery, Humor) 
Traditional tales (Fables, Folktales, Myths)

Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to 

Distinguish shades of meaning among related words (e.g., knew, 

Word Parts: Notice and use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to the meanings of 

Figurative Language: Distinguish between literal and nonliteral language.

 Support answers with evidence from the text.

Wt: Skills Card
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Literature
1. Using specific details from the 

text, describe in depth:
•A major character.
•A minor character.
•The narrator (first or 

third person).
•The setting (time, place, 

historical era).
•A key event.

2. Retell the key events of the plot 
in chronological sequence.

3. What is the theme of the text? 
How do you know?

4. What other things have you read 
with a similar theme? How does 
this compare?

5. What form (genre) of literature 
is this? How do you know? 
Describe its basic 
structural elements.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Get hooked on a series or author and go on a reading binge.
3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.
4. Read Biography, Contemporary Fiction, Traditional Tales, Poetry, Drama, Science, 

and History.
5. Read silently, faster than you can talk, but with good understanding.

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to hypothesize meaning.
• Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
• Distinguish shades of meaning between potential synonyms (e.g., 
• Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
• Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., simile or metaphor). 

Describe its meaning and effect.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Reader: 

Bk: Skills Card

Informational Text
1. Tell the author’s main idea in one sentence.
2. List the key facts and ideas that support the 

author’s main idea.
3. Summarize the information presented. Tell exactly 

what happened and why. Use specific information 
from the text.

4. What do you think is your author’s opinion or 
perspective on this material? How is it different 
from yours?

5. How did the author organize the information (e.g., 
chronological order, compare/contrast, pro/con, 
cause/effect, problem/solution, exposition, etc.)?

6. Was this a firsthand or secondhand account? How 
do you know?

7. Explain one of the graphic features in the text 
(e.g., charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, maps, 
tables, etc.) and describe how the information 
adds to the rest 
of the text.

Complete a chapter book each week.
Get hooked on a series or author and go on a reading binge.
Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.
Read Biography, Contemporary Fiction, Traditional Tales, Poetry, Drama, Science, 

Read silently, faster than you can talk, but with good understanding.

Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to hypothesize meaning.
Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
Distinguish shades of meaning between potential synonyms (e.g., 
Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., simile or metaphor). 

 Support answers with evidence from the text.

*265442*
SC-CCR-BK-V9

 Skills Card
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Or:
Reader: 
Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Read and understand Orange books in at least five genres.
3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to 

hypothesize meaning.
• Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
• Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
• Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile, 

personification, idiom, adage) and describe its meaning and effect.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
Literature
1. From what genre is this text? What else 

have you read in this genre or by this 
author? How does this compare? Describe 
how the narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view influences how events are described. 

2. Identify and describe the following literary 
elements in the text: 
•Plot (conflict and resolution)
•Setting (time of day or year, historical 

era, place, situation)
•Characters (traits, roles, similarities, 

major and minor)
•Narrator (first person/third person) 

3. Compare each of the above with those 
of another text.

4. What is the theme (meaning, message, 
moral, lesson, view, or comment on life) 
of the text? Use details from the text to 
support your conclusion. 
•Which three scenes (chapters, stanzas, 

etc.) were most important and how do 
they connect to each other? 

5. Select two characters or events. Compare 
and contrast them. Use specific details 
from the text.

*265442*
SC-CCR-BK-V9
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Or: Skills Card

Complete a chapter book each week.
Read and understand Orange books in at least five genres.
Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to 

Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile, 
personification, idiom, adage) and describe its meaning and effect.

 Support answers with evidence from the text.

From what genre is this text? What else 
have you read in this genre or by this 
author? How does this compare? Describe 
how the narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view influences how events are described. 
Identify and describe the following literary 

Plot (conflict and resolution)
Setting (time of day or year, historical 

Characters (traits, roles, similarities, 

Narrator (first person/third person) 
Compare each of the above with those 

What is the theme (meaning, message, 
moral, lesson, view, or comment on life) 
of the text? Use details from the text to 

Which three scenes (chapters, stanzas, 
etc.) were most important and how do 
they connect to each other? 

Select two characters or events. Compare 
and contrast them. Use specific details 
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Pu: Skills Card
Reader: Room: 

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Read at least one full-length chapter book in each of these genres: Historical 

Fiction, Biography, Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Contemporary Fiction.
3. Choose a topic in Science or History to explore. Become an expert on it.
4. Find a poet you particularly like. Become an expert on his/her work.
5. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone 

reminding you.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Literature
1. Identify the genre of this text.  What 

are the key elements of this genre? 
What other books have you read in this 
genre or by the same author?

2. Describe how the plot unfolds in a 
series of episodes toward a resolution. 
Include how the characters change 
along the way.

3. Determine the theme or central idea 
of the text. Use details from the text to 
support your thinking. How does this 
reflect the genre?

4. Identify an example of figurative 
language and discuss its impact on 
meaning and tone.

5. Select a key sentence, chapter, scene, or 
stanza and describe how it fits into the 
overall structure of the text. How does 
it affect theme or plot?

6. Discuss how the author develops the 
point of view, or perspective, of the 
narrator in the text.

7. Compare and contrast this text with 
another one you’ve read about the 
same topic or theme in a 
different genre.

Informational Text
1. From what field of study is this text? 

What did you already know about 
this subject?

2. Provide an objective summary of the 
text in one sentence.

3. Determine a central idea of the text and 
explain how it is supported by 
key details.

4. Analyze in detail how a key idea, event, 
or person is introduced, described, and 
developed in the text.

5. Select a key word, sentence, paragraph, 
chapter, or section and describe how it 
fits into the overall structure of the text 
and helps develop the central idea.

6. Trace the author’s argument. Which 
claims are supported with valid reasons 
and evidence? Which are not?

7. Determine the author’s point of view or 
purpose for writing and how it 
is conveyed.

8. Compare and contrast two authors’ 
presentations of the same topic.

*265449*
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Active Reading Habits
1. Read 1G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
2. When I come to a word I don’t know, I slide through all 

the sounds I know, starting with the first letter sound.
3. Say one word for each written word.
4. Stop if something doesn’t make sense and try again.
5. Reread when I’m stuck.
6. Tell someone what the book was about and how I know.
7. Hear words that do and do not rhyme (
8. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Make the first letter sound for all consonants.

b

g

l

r

1G:
Reader: 

Note: In this phase, readers learn an increased number of 
letter sounds and use partial cues such as first and final letters 
to read and write words, even if they do not read the whole 
word correctly. They begin to analyze which letters signal 
which speech sounds in the Power Words they are learning. 
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Active Reading Habits
Read 1G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
When I come to a word I don’t know, I slide through all 
the sounds I know, starting with the first letter sound.
Say one word for each written word.
Stop if something doesn’t make sense and try again.
Reread when I’m stuck.
Tell someone what the book was about and how I know.
Hear words that do and do not rhyme (
Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Make the first letter sound for all consonants.

c

h

m

s

w

1G: Skills Card

Note: In this phase, readers learn an increased number of 
letter sounds and use partial cues such as first and final letters 
to read and write words, even if they do not read the whole 
word correctly. They begin to analyze which letters signal 
which speech sounds in the Power Words they are learning. 

Copyright © 2021 by American Reading Company®

Active Reading Habits
1. Read 2G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
2. When I come to a word I don’t know, I slide through all 

the sounds I know, starting with the first letter sound or 
two-letter combination (

3. Stop and try again if something doesn’t make sense.
4. Reread when I’m stuck.
5. Tell someone what the book was about and how I know.
6. Retell a story someone reads to you.
7. Say words that rhyme, some with blends (
8. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Use two-letter combinations to start a word.

br cr

bl cl

sk sm

ch sh

2G:
Reader: 

Note: In this phase, readers know most common letter sounds and 
use their knowledge of letter-sound cues to read and write Power 
Words, but they may not be able decode unfamiliar words yet. 
They continue to analyze which letters signal which speech sounds 
in the the Power Words they are learning and self-prompt initial 
blends and diagraphs when they encounter unknown words. 

 Skills Card
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Active Reading Habits
Read 2G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
When I come to a word I don’t know, I slide through all 
the sounds I know, starting with the first letter sound or 
two-letter combination (
Stop and try again if something doesn’t make sense.
Reread when I’m stuck.
Tell someone what the book was about and how I know.
Retell a story someone reads to you.
Say words that rhyme, some with blends (
Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Use two-letter combinations to start a word.

dr

fl

sn

th

2G:

Note: In this phase, readers know most common letter sounds and 
use their knowledge of letter-sound cues to read and write Power 
Words, but they may not be able decode unfamiliar words yet. 
They continue to analyze which letters signal which speech sounds 
in the the Power Words they are learning and self-prompt initial 
blends and diagraphs when they encounter unknown words. *265444*
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Use “r” chunks.
-ar -er
car her

Use words I know to read new words.
my by
this miss
like bike
will fill
out shout

Active Reading Habits
1. When I come to a word I don’t know, I look all the way 

through the word to look for parts I know:
• Cover parts of one-syllable words to find chunks I know.
• Think of a word that looks the same and rhymes (If 

a∙m is”am”, then h∙a∙m is “ham”).
• Use “r” chunks to read new words (
• Use final -e to read new words (
• Use long vowel teams to read new words (

tail, boat).
• Use blends at the end of words (

2. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
3. Retell the important events in a story in the correct order.
4. Tell what the book was about: main topic and key 

details or problem and solution.
5. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
6. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

1B:
Reader: 

Note: In this phase, readers have acquired decoding skills and can 
analyze words to determine which sound is made by each letter. 
They add initial sounds to sight words and use known rimes and 
chunks to read and spell hundreds of new words from memory. 

*265444*
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Use words I know to read new words.

shout

Active Reading Habits
When I come to a word I don’t know, I look all the way 
through the word to look for parts I know:

Cover parts of one-syllable words to find chunks I know.
Think of a word that looks the same and rhymes (If 
a∙m is”am”, then h∙a∙m is “ham”).
Use “r” chunks to read new words (
Use final -e to read new words (
Use long vowel teams to read new words (

Use blends at the end of words (
Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
Retell the important events in a story in the correct order.
Tell what the book was about: main topic and key 
details or problem and solution.
Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

1B: Skills Card

Note: In this phase, readers have acquired decoding skills and can 
analyze words to determine which sound is made by each letter. 
They add initial sounds to sight words and use known rimes and 
chunks to read and spell hundreds of new words from memory. 
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Active Reading Habits 
1. Read two-syllable words built from basic chunks.
2. Read compound words (
3. Read words with these endings (
4. Use double consonant rule (
5. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
6. Use what I know to read what I don’t know.
7. Read for 15 minutes without getting tired.
8. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
9. Read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from 
the text.
Literature
1. Retell the story in the 

correct sequence.
2. Tell 3 things about the main 

character. Compare him/
her to other characters.

3. What is the problem and 
how is it solved?

4. What is the setting (time 
and place)?

5. What is the most important 
part of the story? Why

6. Do you think this is a good 
story? Why or why not

2B:
Reader: 

Note: In this phase, readers can read two-syllable words 
and fully analyze and form letter–sound connections 
within words to read and spell them from memory.

 Skills Card
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Active Reading Habits 
Read two-syllable words built from basic chunks.
Read compound words (
Read words with these endings (
Use double consonant rule (
Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
Use what I know to read what I don’t know.
Read for 15 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
Read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.

 Support answers with evidence from 

Retell the story in the 
correct sequence.
Tell 3 things about the main 
character. Compare him/
her to other characters.
What is the problem and 

What is the setting (time 

What is the most important 
 Why

Do you think this is a good 
 Why or why not

2B: Skills Card

Note: In this phase, readers can read two-syllable words 
and fully analyze and form letter–sound connections 
within words to read and spell them from memory. *265446*
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Active Reading Habits
1. Read three-syllable words built from basic chunks (
2. Use three-letter blends (
3. Read two-syllable words with long vowels (
4. Read words with these endings (
5. Use all vowel combinations to read new words (
6. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
7. Read comfortably and with expression, using punctuation.
8. Read silently for 30 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

10. Find a favorite picture book series (or author) and read them all.
11. Read fiction, nonfiction, fables, and folktales. 

Literature
1. Retell the story in 3 sentences: 

In the beginning... 
In the middle... 
In the end...

2. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events 
in the story?

3. Describe the setting, where 
and when the story 
takes place.

4. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for 
different characters.

5. What is the lesson or moral of 
this story? How do you know

1R:
Reader: 

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

*265446*
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Active Reading Habits
Read three-syllable words built from basic chunks (
Use three-letter blends (
Read two-syllable words with long vowels (
Read words with these endings (
Use all vowel combinations to read new words (
Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
Read comfortably and with expression, using punctuation.
Read silently for 30 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
Find a favorite picture book series (or author) and read them all.
Read fiction, nonfiction, fables, and folktales. 

Retell the story in 3 sentences: 

Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events 

Describe the setting, where 
and when the story 

Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for 
different characters.
What is the lesson or moral of 

 How do you know

1R: Skills Card

 Support answers with evidence from the text.
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Literature
1. Retell the story in 3 sentences: 

In the beginning... 
In the middle... 
In the end...

2. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in 
the story?

3. Describe the setting, where and 
when the story takes place.

4. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for different 
characters.

5. What is the lesson or moral of this 
story? How do you know

Active Reading Habits
1. Read three- and four-syllable words familiar from everyday 

speech, including names.
2. Try different sounds for the letters or chunks in a new word until 

you recognize the word.
3. Use prefixes and suffixes to read words (

-tion, -ly, -ier, -iest).
4. Stop and self-correct when something doesn’t make sense.
5. Visualize as you read books with few or no illustrations.
6. Read fluently and with expression, using punctuation.
7. Read silently for at least 30 minutes without getting tired.
8. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
9. Finish a 2R chapter book every week.

10. Find a favorite chapter book series and read them all.
11. Read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, fables, and folktales. 

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

2R:
Reader: 

 Skills Card
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Retell the story in 3 sentences: 

Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in 

Describe the setting, where and 
when the story takes place.
Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for different 

What is the lesson or moral of this 
 How do you know?

Active Reading Habits
Read three- and four-syllable words familiar from everyday 
speech, including names.
Try different sounds for the letters or chunks in a new word until 
you recognize the word.
Use prefixes and suffixes to read words (

).
Stop and self-correct when something doesn’t make sense.
Visualize as you read books with few or no illustrations.
Read fluently and with expression, using punctuation.
Read silently for at least 30 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
Finish a 2R chapter book every week.
Find a favorite chapter book series and read them all.
Read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, fables, and folktales. 

 Support answers with evidence from the text.

2R: Skills Card

*265443*
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Literature
1. Describe the setting (time and place) 

and compare it to other stories.
2. Describe the characters and how their 

actions influence events in the story.
3. Retell the key events of the plot in 

chronological sequence.
4. Identify the narrator. Is the story told 

in first or third person?
5. Describe the central problem and 

explain how it is resolved. 
6. What is the central message, lesson, or 

moral? How did the author convey it?
7. How is your point of view on the 

theme or conflict different or the same 
as the narrator’s or the characters’?

Range of Reading
1. Finish a chapter book every week.
2. Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.
3. Read something you like from each of these genres:

•Informational text (Science, History/Social Studies) 
•Fiction stories (Realistic Fiction, Mystery, Humor) 
•Traditional tales (Fables, Folktales, Myths)
•Poetry and drama

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to 

hypothesize meaning.
• Distinguish shades of meaning among related words (e.g., knew, 

believed, suspected).
• Word Parts: Notice and use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to the meanings of 

unknown words.
• Figurative Language: Distinguish between literal and nonliteral language.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Reader: 

Wt:

*265443*
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Describe the setting (time and place) 
and compare it to other stories.
Describe the characters and how their 
actions influence events in the story.
Retell the key events of the plot in 

Identify the narrator. Is the story told 

Describe the central problem and 
explain how it is resolved. 
What is the central message, lesson, or 
moral? How did the author convey it?
How is your point of view on the 
theme or conflict different or the same 
as the narrator’s or the characters’?

Finish a chapter book every week.
Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.
Read something you like from each of these genres:
Informational text (Science, History/Social Studies) 
Fiction stories (Realistic Fiction, Mystery, Humor) 
Traditional tales (Fables, Folktales, Myths)

Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to 

Distinguish shades of meaning among related words (e.g., knew, 

Word Parts: Notice and use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to the meanings of 

Figurative Language: Distinguish between literal and nonliteral language.

 Support answers with evidence from the text.

Wt: Skills Card
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Literature
1. Using specific details from the 

text, describe in depth:
•A major character.
•A minor character.
•The narrator (first or 

third person).
•The setting (time, place, 

historical era).
•A key event.

2. Retell the key events of the plot 
in chronological sequence.

3. What is the theme of the text? 
How do you know?

4. What other things have you read 
with a similar theme? How does 
this compare?

5. What form (genre) of literature 
is this? How do you know? 
Describe its basic 
structural elements.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Get hooked on a series or author and go on a reading binge.
3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.
4. Read Biography, Contemporary Fiction, Traditional Tales, Poetry, Drama, Science, 

and History.
5. Read silently, faster than you can talk, but with good understanding.

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to hypothesize meaning.
• Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
• Distinguish shades of meaning between potential synonyms (e.g., 
• Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
• Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., simile or metaphor). 

Describe its meaning and effect.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Reader: 

Bk: Skills Card

Informational Text
1. Tell the author’s main idea in one sentence.
2. List the key facts and ideas that support the 

author’s main idea.
3. Summarize the information presented. Tell exactly 

what happened and why. Use specific information 
from the text.

4. What do you think is your author’s opinion or 
perspective on this material? How is it different 
from yours?

5. How did the author organize the information (e.g., 
chronological order, compare/contrast, pro/con, 
cause/effect, problem/solution, exposition, etc.)?

6. Was this a firsthand or secondhand account? How 
do you know?

7. Explain one of the graphic features in the text 
(e.g., charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, maps, 
tables, etc.) and describe how the information 
adds to the rest 
of the text.

Complete a chapter book each week.
Get hooked on a series or author and go on a reading binge.
Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.
Read Biography, Contemporary Fiction, Traditional Tales, Poetry, Drama, Science, 

Read silently, faster than you can talk, but with good understanding.

Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to hypothesize meaning.
Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
Distinguish shades of meaning between potential synonyms (e.g., 
Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., simile or metaphor). 

 Support answers with evidence from the text.

*265442*
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 Skills Card
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Or:
Reader: 
Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Read and understand Orange books in at least five genres.
3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to 

hypothesize meaning.
• Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
• Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
• Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile, 

personification, idiom, adage) and describe its meaning and effect.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
Literature
1. From what genre is this text? What else 

have you read in this genre or by this 
author? How does this compare? Describe 
how the narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view influences how events are described. 

2. Identify and describe the following literary 
elements in the text: 
•Plot (conflict and resolution)
•Setting (time of day or year, historical 

era, place, situation)
•Characters (traits, roles, similarities, 

major and minor)
•Narrator (first person/third person) 

3. Compare each of the above with those 
of another text.

4. What is the theme (meaning, message, 
moral, lesson, view, or comment on life) 
of the text? Use details from the text to 
support your conclusion. 
•Which three scenes (chapters, stanzas, 

etc.) were most important and how do 
they connect to each other? 

5. Select two characters or events. Compare 
and contrast them. Use specific details 
from the text.

*265442*
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Or: Skills Card

Complete a chapter book each week.
Read and understand Orange books in at least five genres.
Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to 

Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile, 
personification, idiom, adage) and describe its meaning and effect.

 Support answers with evidence from the text.

From what genre is this text? What else 
have you read in this genre or by this 
author? How does this compare? Describe 
how the narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view influences how events are described. 
Identify and describe the following literary 

Plot (conflict and resolution)
Setting (time of day or year, historical 

Characters (traits, roles, similarities, 

Narrator (first person/third person) 
Compare each of the above with those 

What is the theme (meaning, message, 
moral, lesson, view, or comment on life) 
of the text? Use details from the text to 

Which three scenes (chapters, stanzas, 
etc.) were most important and how do 
they connect to each other? 

Select two characters or events. Compare 
and contrast them. Use specific details 
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Pu: Skills Card
Reader: Room: 

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Read at least one full-length chapter book in each of these genres: Historical 

Fiction, Biography, Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Contemporary Fiction.
3. Choose a topic in Science or History to explore. Become an expert on it.
4. Find a poet you particularly like. Become an expert on his/her work.
5. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone 

reminding you.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Literature
1. Identify the genre of this text.  What 

are the key elements of this genre? 
What other books have you read in this 
genre or by the same author?

2. Describe how the plot unfolds in a 
series of episodes toward a resolution. 
Include how the characters change 
along the way.

3. Determine the theme or central idea 
of the text. Use details from the text to 
support your thinking. How does this 
reflect the genre?

4. Identify an example of figurative 
language and discuss its impact on 
meaning and tone.

5. Select a key sentence, chapter, scene, or 
stanza and describe how it fits into the 
overall structure of the text. How does 
it affect theme or plot?

6. Discuss how the author develops the 
point of view, or perspective, of the 
narrator in the text.

7. Compare and contrast this text with 
another one you’ve read about the 
same topic or theme in a 
different genre.

Informational Text
1. From what field of study is this text? 

What did you already know about 
this subject?

2. Provide an objective summary of the 
text in one sentence.

3. Determine a central idea of the text and 
explain how it is supported by 
key details.

4. Analyze in detail how a key idea, event, 
or person is introduced, described, and 
developed in the text.

5. Select a key word, sentence, paragraph, 
chapter, or section and describe how it 
fits into the overall structure of the text 
and helps develop the central idea.

6. Trace the author’s argument. Which 
claims are supported with valid reasons 
and evidence? Which are not?

7. Determine the author’s point of view or 
purpose for writing and how it 
is conveyed.

8. Compare and contrast two authors’ 
presentations of the same topic.

*265449*
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The IRLA (Independent Reading Level Assessment) is the 
essential diagnostic and formative assessment tool that enables 
teachers to use the Common Core to establish a baseline 
reading level and outline a course 
of remediation, acceleration, or 
maintenance for each student. 
The ENIL (Evaluación del nivel 
independiente de lectura) is 
also available for Spanish 
Language Learners.

Guide to IRLA Coaching with

Multilingual 
Learners

IRLA
®: Independent Reading

Level Assessment® Framework

Guide to IRLA Coaching withGuide to IRLA Coaching withGuide to IRLA Coaching withGuide to IRLA Coaching withGuide to IRLA Coaching withGuide to IRLA Coaching withGuide to IRLA Coaching withGuide to IRLA Coaching withGuide to IRLA Coaching withGuide to IRLA Coaching with

Multilingual Multilingual Multilingual Multilingual Multilingual Multilingual Multilingual Multilingual 
LearnersLearnersLearners
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del nivel independiente de lectura

A Developmental Taxonomy for Teaching, Learning, and Assessing Reading K-12 in Spanish
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2021
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