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Connecting Phonemic Awareness and Phonics: 
/b/ = B
Help students isolate and produce initial sounds (phonemes) in speech. 

Keep it upbeat and fun. For example: 

• Use your finger to write an uppercase “B” in the air. 
Now write a lowercase “b” on your hand. Say its 
sound while you do this.

• Whisper the sound the letter “b” makes. 

• Tell your neighbor a word that begins with the 
letter “b.” 

• Stand up when I hold up a picture (or object) 
that begins with the /b/ sound. Show one Initial 
Consonant Picture Card at a time. 

• Finish my tongue twister: “Big boys buy...”

Additional activities to practice these skills are 
included in the “Resources” section near the 
end of 3Y.

Lesson 8 (continued): Starter Consonant Lesson Framework (B)

Phonological Awareness: Isolating the beginning 
consonant sound from a word used in speech (segmenting)
Student is able to...

Identify the initial 
consonant sound 
of a spoken word, 
picture, or object.

Generate other 
words and/or 
look for objects 
that begin with 
this letter sound. 

Sort pictures/words/
objects into groups 
based on their initial 
sounds. Distinguish 
between sounds.

Launch Positions:
Get Your Mouth Ready...

C, D, G, H, J, K, N, Q, R, S, T, Y, Z

F, V M, B, P

WL

Coaching Tip

Coach students to notice HOW the sound is made.

Sound is made 
by the...

Sound is made when air 
from the....

Lips Tongue (on 
or near gums 
behind teeth)

Mouth is 
stopped 

Mouth is 
leaked

Nose is 
forced 
out

/b/  

/d/  

/f/ 

/g/ 

/h/ 

/k/ 

/l/ 

/m/  

/n/  

/p/  

/r/ 

/s/  

/t/  

/v/ 

/w/ 

/z/  

Coaching Tip

See “Consonant Pronunciation 
Tips” on page 55 for support.

A Digital Curriculum Solution for Reading & Writing, Grades K–5
Four-week thematic units with corresponding knowledge-building eLibraries are designed for both synchronous and asynchronous 
learning environments. Research Quests in SchoolPace Connect® integrate seamlessly with any existing Learning Management 
System (LMS) and are available for Grades K-5 in English and Spanish.

Units are available à la carte and require a SchoolPace Connect subscription.
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CORE
ARC In soccer, most players can’t 

use their hands. They can 
kick with their feet. A player 
can bump the ball with her 
chest, head, or legs. Only the 
goalkeeper can use hands. 
This is why lots of people 
worldwide call this football.

Lots of people in 
the yellow zones 

like to say 
“soccer” instead 
of “football.”
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Soccer To start the soccer game, the ref will 
flip a coin. One team calls it: heads 
or tails. If they win this coin toss, they 
get the ball first. If they don’t, the 
other team gets the ball first. The ref 
puts the ball down. 
A player kicks 
the ball to her 
teammate. This is 
called kickoff.
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SchoolPace Connect also provides real-time analytics and 
data for all stakeholders, with access to:

• eIRLA/eENIL

• IRLA/ENIL Resource Center 
(including access to the Guide to IRLA Coaching with 
Multilingual Learners)

• Book database

Learn Anywhere with Research Quests!

Grades
Available Research Quest Themes

English Spanish

K Insects and Spiders Insectos y arañas

1 Competitors and Predator Competidores y depredadores

2 Heroes Héroes y heroínas

3 Marine Life
Grados 3-4 Vida marina

4 US States

5 Civil War Espacio
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Contact us to learn more: 1-866-810-2665 or customercare@americanreading.com

Included In Your SchoolPace Connect Subscription
SchoolPace Connect is an enhanced platform for ELA/SLA content delivery that integrates seamlessly with any existing 
district LMS and provides access to the following:

• Digital IRLA®/ENIL® Foundational Skills Toolkit frameworks with prerecorded lessons (Y–2R/A–2R)

• Digital IRLA/ENIL Toolkit frameworks (Wt–Pu) 

• Wide Reading eLibraries (Y–Pu/A–Pú)

• ARC Adventures® (1G)

• ARC Reads


