
Example Yearlong Scope & Sequence
Unit 1 Unit 2

Focus Standards: R.1, R.4, R.10, W.9, W.10 Focus Standards: R.2, R.5, R.7, W.2

Reading Standards 1, 4, 7, 9, and 10 and Writing Standards 4–10 are covered in all four Units.

Paired Core Texts: 
Fiction and Nonfiction

Hook Book Static Library: 
Engage every student with 
books proven to turn kids 
into avid readers.

IRLA Toolkits: Facilitate differentiated instruction with authentic 
text application in flexible, strategic small groups.

SchoolPace: Monitor student reading progress in real time to 
intervene early and accelerate growth.

Integrated Reading & Writing: Students integrate new knowledge 
and vocabulary to write their own informational texts.

IRLA: Identify what each student can do and what they MOST 
need to learn next.

Grade-Level Rigor: Use mini-lessons and shared/close reading of 
complex cross-genre texts to teach Science content and reading, 
writing, and vocabulary.

Informational Reading, Writing, & Research 
in One Science Topic

Differentiated Support: Students practice applying what’s been 
taught as they research in informational books on the same topic.

ARC Literacy Lab: Aliens 
Building a Community of Avid Readers & Writers

RCH

#1 Drafting RCH

Every sentence begins with a capital letter.

The proper name of any person, place, or thing 

Every major word in a title begins with a capital 

Homonyms have been double-checked.

#1 Drafting

© 2011 by American Reading Company®

Words in lists are separated by commas.

Direct quotations are set up correctly.

Apostrophes are used correctly.

Every sentence begins with a capital letter.

The proper name of any person, place, or thing 
begins with a capital letter.

Every major word in a title begins with a capital 

Every word is spelled correctly.

Homonyms have been double-checked.

relevant facts, definitions, examples, and concrete details to 

The proper name of any person, place, or thing 

Every major word in a title begins with a capital 

© 2011 by American Reading Company®

________________________________________

Date Complete

illustrations for borders? Look for good ideas in 
other books. 

3. Plan What Goes on Each Page: Divide your final 
draft into pages. Plan what illustrations, charts, 
or diagrams will go on each page. Make sure the 
graphics reflect the content on that page.

4. Select Style for Illustrations & Graphics: Study 
the graphics and artwork in other books. What 
style do you like? How will you use illustrations to 
contribute to your focus or purpose?

5. Complete Illustrations & Graphics: Draw your 
pictures and design your graphics. Make sure your 
illustrations show the real environment of your 
main character or topic. This may involve more 
research.

6. Write the Text: Type or write your piece and put it 
into the book.

7. Complete Special Text Features: Design and 
write your special sections. Use other authors’ 
work as models (e.g., title page, dedication, 
glossary, About the Author).

8. About the Author Page: Consider including your 
photograph on your About the Author page.

#4 Publishing
Informational Writing

#4 Publishing
Informational Writing

#4 Publishing

Have I included the most significant and 
relevant facts, definitions, examples, and concrete details to 

Are my ideas presented in the most effective order/

Do transition words help the reader move through each 
paragraph and between paragraphs easily?

Reorganize and revise to make your writing a unified whole.

Read good examples of informational writing. Rewrite your 
book so that it sounds the way you want it to sound. Read it 
out loud and keep reworking it until you love it. Use precise 

Final Project Organizer
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Final Project Organizer Overview
Use this form as a reminder of the different kinds of information you need to explore. Take notes on the full-page Final Project Organizer 

Consumers Decomposers Energy 
Pyramid Food Web Earth’s Major 

Systems
Threats to the 

Ecosystem

Who are the 
consumers in this 
ecosystem? How 
do they obtain 
what they need 
to survive and 

reproduce? 

Who are the 
decomposers in 
this ecosystem? 

How do they 
obtain what they 
need to survive 
and reproduce? 

Construct an 
energy pyramid 
describing how 
energy transfers 

from the sun to the 
apex predator in 
this ecosystem.

Construct a food 
web to describe 

how matter cycles 
and energy moves 

through this 
ecosystem.

How are the Earth’s 
major systems, 
the geosphere, 
hydrosphere, 
atmosphere, 

and biosphere, 
represented in this 

ecosystem?

What are the 
threats to the 

health and stability 
of this ecosystem?  

What might be 
done to protect it?

energymatter organisms

energymatter organisms

Final Project Organizer Overview
Use this form as a reminder of the different kinds of information you need to explore. Take notes on the full-page Final Project Organizer 

Consumers

producers in this 
ecosystem? How 

what they need 

Who are the 
consumers in this 
ecosystem? How 
do they obtain 
what they need 
to survive and 

reproduce? 

Reader:_________________________Room:____________________Reader:_________________________Room:____________________

Select an ecosystem to research.

1.  Describe the key characteristics of this ecosystem.   1.  Describe the key characteristics of this ecosystem.   

Who are the producers in this ecosystem? How do they obtain Who are the producers in this ecosystem? How do they obtain 
what they need to survive and reproduce?what they need to survive and reproduce?

Who are the consumers in this ecosystem? How do they obtain Who are the consumers in this ecosystem? How do they obtain 
what they need to survive and reproduce?what they need to survive and reproduce?

Who are the decomposers in this ecosystem? What do they Who are the decomposers in this ecosystem? What do they 
obtain from the ecosystem and what do they give back?obtain from the ecosystem and what do they give back?

Construct an energy pyramid describing how energy transfers Construct an energy pyramid describing how energy transfers 
from the sun to the apex predator in this ecosystem.from the sun to the apex predator in this ecosystem.

Construct a food web to describe how matter cycles and energy Construct a food web to describe how matter cycles and energy 
moves through this ecosystem.

7. How are the Earth’s major systems, the geosphere, hydrosphere, 7. How are the Earth’s major systems, the geosphere, hydrosphere, 
atmosphere, and biosphere, represented in this ecosystem?atmosphere, and biosphere, represented in this ecosystem?

8.  What are the threats to the health and stability of this 8.  What are the threats to the health and stability of this 
ecosystem? What might be done to protect it? ecosystem? What might be done to protect it? 

© 2013 by American Reading Company™
*190460**190460*

energymatter organisms

Intermediate Research CardIntermediate Research Card

SC-ECRESEARCHCARD-I-V2SC-ECRESEARCHCARD-I-V2

Framework for Best Practices Student Notebook

Reader:_________________________Room:____________________

Select an ecosystem to research.

Research Questions:

1.  Describe the key characteristics of this ecosystem.   

Who are the producers in this ecosystem? How do they obtain 
what they need to survive and reproduce?

Who are the consumers in this ecosystem? How do they obtain 
what they need to survive and reproduce?

Who are the decomposers in this ecosystem? What do they 
obtain from the ecosystem and what do they give back?

Construct an energy pyramid describing how energy transfers 
from the sun to the apex predator in this ecosystem.

Construct a food web to describe how matter cycles and energy 
moves through this ecosystem.

7. How are the Earth’s major systems, the geosphere, hydrosphere, 
atmosphere, and biosphere, represented in this ecosystem?

8.  What are the threats to the health and stability of this 
ecosystem? What might be done to protect it? 

© 2013 by American Reading Company™

Reader:_________________________Room:____________________

Select an ecosystem to research.

Research Questions:

1.  Describe the key characteristics of this ecosystem.   

2. Who are the producers in this ecosystem? How do they obtain 
what they need to survive and reproduce?

3. Who are the consumers in this ecosystem? How do they obtain 
what they need to survive and reproduce?

4. Who are the decomposers in this ecosystem? What do they 
obtain from the ecosystem and what do they give back?

5. Construct an energy pyramid describing how energy transfers 
from the sun to the apex predator in this ecosystem.

6. Construct a food web to describe how matter cycles and energy 
moves through this ecosystem.

7. How are the Earth’s major systems, the geosphere, hydrosphere, 
atmosphere, and biosphere, represented in this ecosystem?

8.  What are the threats to the health and stability of this 
ecosystem? What might be done to protect it? 

© 2013 by American Reading Company™
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1. Read 1G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
2. When I come to a word I don’t know, I slide through all 

the sounds I know, starting with the first letter sound.
3. Say one word for each written word.
4. Stop if something doesn’t make sense and try again.
5. Reread when I’m stuck.
6. Tell someone what the book was about and how I know.
7. Hear words that do and do not rhyme (
8. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Make the first letter sound for all consonants.

b

g

l

r

Note: In this phase, readers learn an increased number of 
letter sounds and use partial cues such as first and final letters 
to read and write words, even if they do not read the whole 
word correctly. They begin to analyze which letters signal 
which speech sounds in the Power Words they are learning. 

Copyright © 2021 by American Reading Company®

Read 1G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
When I come to a word I don’t know, I slide through all 
the sounds I know, starting with the first letter sound.
Say one word for each written word.
Stop if something doesn’t make sense and try again.
Reread when I’m stuck.
Tell someone what the book was about and how I know.
Hear words that do and do not rhyme (
Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Make the first letter sound for all consonants.

w
Note: In this phase, readers learn an increased number of 
letter sounds and use partial cues such as first and final letters 
to read and write words, even if they do not read the whole 
word correctly. They begin to analyze which letters signal 
which speech sounds in the Power Words they are learning. 

Copyright © 2021 by American Reading Company®

sk sm sn

ch sh th
Note: In this phase, readers know most common letter sounds and 
use their knowledge of letter-sound cues to read and write Power 
Words, but they may not be able decode unfamiliar words yet. 
They continue to analyze which letters signal which speech sounds 
in the the Power Words they are learning and self-prompt initial 
blends and diagraphs when they encounter unknown words. 

Copyright © 2021 by American Reading Company®

sn

th
Note: In this phase, readers know most common letter sounds and 
use their knowledge of letter-sound cues to read and write Power 
Words, but they may not be able decode unfamiliar words yet. 
They continue to analyze which letters signal which speech sounds 
in the the Power Words they are learning and self-prompt initial 
blends and diagraphs when they encounter unknown words. *265444*

Copyright © 2021 by American Reading Company®

Use “r” chunks.
-ar -er
car her

out shout

Note: In this phase, readers have acquired decoding skills and can 
analyze words to determine which sound is made by each letter. 
They add initial sounds to sight words and use known rimes and 
chunks to read and spell hundreds of new words from memory. 

*265444*
SC-CCR-2G-V9
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Note: In this phase, readers have acquired decoding skills and can 
analyze words to determine which sound is made by each letter. 
They add initial sounds to sight words and use known rimes and 
chunks to read and spell hundreds of new words from memory. 

Copyright © 2021 by American Reading Company®

3. What is the problem and 
how is it solved?

4. What is the setting (time 
and place)?

5. What is the most important 
part of the story? Why

6. Do you think this is a good 
story? Why or why not

Note: In this phase, readers can read two-syllable words 
and fully analyze and form letter–sound connections 
within words to read and spell them from memory.

Copyright © 2021 by American Reading Company®

What is the problem and 

What is the setting (time 

What is the most important 
 Why

Do you think this is a good 
 Why or why not

Note: In this phase, readers can read two-syllable words 
and fully analyze and form letter–sound connections 
within words to read and spell them from memory. *265446*

Copyright © 2021 by American Reading Company®

takes place.
4. Read a good part out loud, 

using different voices for 
different characters.

5. What is the lesson or moral of 
this story? How do you know

*265446*
SC-CCR-2B-V9

Copyright © 2021 by American Reading Company®

Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for 
different characters.
What is the lesson or moral of 

 How do you know

Copyright © 2021 by American Reading Company®

In the end...
2. Describe the main characters. 

How do they react to events in 
the story?

3. Describe the setting, where and 
when the story takes place.

4. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for different 
characters.

5. What is the lesson or moral of this 
story? How do you know

Copyright © 2021 by American Reading Company®

Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in 

Describe the setting, where and 
when the story takes place.
Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for different 

What is the lesson or moral of this 
 How do you know?

*265443*

Copyright © 2021 by American Reading Company®

5. Describe the central problem and 
explain how it is resolved. 

6. What is the central message, lesson, or 
moral? How did the author convey it?

7. How is your point of view on the 
theme or conflict different or the same 
as the narrator’s or the characters’?

Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.
Read something you like from each of these genres:
Informational text (Science, History/Social Studies) 
Fiction stories (Realistic Fiction, Mystery, Humor) 
Traditional tales (Fables, Folktales, Myths)

Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to 

Distinguish shades of meaning among related words (e.g., knew, 

Word Parts: Notice and use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to the meanings of 

Figurative Language: Distinguish between literal and nonliteral language.

 Support answers with evidence from the text.

*265443*
SC-CCR-2R-V9
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Describe the central problem and 

What is the central message, lesson, or 
moral? How did the author convey it?
How is your point of view on the 
theme or conflict different or the same 
as the narrator’s or the characters’?

Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.
Read something you like from each of these genres:
Informational text (Science, History/Social Studies) 
Fiction stories (Realistic Fiction, Mystery, Humor) 
Traditional tales (Fables, Folktales, Myths)

Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to 

Distinguish shades of meaning among related words (e.g., knew, 

Word Parts: Notice and use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to the meanings of 

Figurative Language: Distinguish between literal and nonliteral language.

 Support answers with evidence from the text.

Copyright © 2021 by American Reading Company®

Literature
Using specific details from the 
text, describe in depth:

A major character.
A minor character.
The narrator (first or 
third person).
The setting (time, place, 
historical era).

•A key event.
2. Retell the key events of the plot 

in chronological sequence.
3. What is the theme of the text? 

How do you know?
4. What other things have you read 

with a similar theme? How does 
this compare?

5. What form (genre) of literature 
is this? How do you know? 
Describe its basic 
structural elements.

Informational Text
1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Range of Reading
Complete a chapter book each week.
Get hooked on a series or author and go on a reading binge.
Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.
Read Biography, Contemporary Fiction, Traditional Tales, Poetry, Drama, Science, 
and History.
Read silently, faster than you can talk, but with good understanding.

Vocabulary & Language
Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to hypothesize meaning.
Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
Distinguish shades of meaning between potential synonyms (e.g., 
Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., simile or metaphor). 
Describe its meaning and effect.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Reader: 

Informational Text
1. Tell the author’s main idea in one sentence.
2. List the key facts and ideas that support the 

author’s main idea.
3. Summarize the information presented. Tell exactly 

what happened and why. Use specific information 
from the text.

4. What do you think is your author’s opinion or 
perspective on this material? How is it different 
from yours?

5. How did the author organize the information (e.g., 
chronological order, compare/contrast, pro/con, 
cause/effect, problem/solution, exposition, etc.)?

6. Was this a firsthand or secondhand account? How 
do you know?

7. Explain one of the graphic features in the text 
(e.g., charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, maps, 
tables, etc.) and describe how the information 
adds to the rest 
of the text.

Complete a chapter book each week.
Get hooked on a series or author and go on a reading binge.
Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.
Read Biography, Contemporary Fiction, Traditional Tales, Poetry, Drama, Science, 

Read silently, faster than you can talk, but with good understanding.

Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to hypothesize meaning.
Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
Distinguish shades of meaning between potential synonyms (e.g., 
Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., simile or metaphor). 

 Support answers with evidence from the text.

*265442*
SC-CCR-BK-V9
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3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to 

hypothesize meaning.
• Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
• Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
• Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile, 

personification, idiom, adage) and describe its meaning and effect.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
Literature
1. From what genre is this text? What else 

have you read in this genre or by this 
author? How does this compare? Describe 
how the narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view influences how events are described. 

2. Identify and describe the following literary 
elements in the text: 
•Plot (conflict and resolution)
•Setting (time of day or year, historical 

era, place, situation)
•Characters (traits, roles, similarities, 

major and minor)
•Narrator (first person/third person) 

3. Compare each of the above with those 
of another text.

4. What is the theme (meaning, message, 
moral, lesson, view, or comment on life) 
of the text? Use details from the text to 
support your conclusion. 
•Which three scenes (chapters, stanzas, 

etc.) were most important and how do 
they connect to each other? 

5. Select two characters or events. Compare 
and contrast them. Use specific details 
from the text.

*265442*
SC-CCR-BK-V9
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Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to 

Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile, 
personification, idiom, adage) and describe its meaning and effect.

 Support answers with evidence from the text.

From what genre is this text? What else 
have you read in this genre or by this 
author? How does this compare? Describe 
how the narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view influences how events are described. 
Identify and describe the following literary 

Plot (conflict and resolution)
Setting (time of day or year, historical 

Characters (traits, roles, similarities, 

Narrator (first person/third person) 
Compare each of the above with those 

What is the theme (meaning, message, 
moral, lesson, view, or comment on life) 
of the text? Use details from the text to 

Which three scenes (chapters, stanzas, 
etc.) were most important and how do 
they connect to each other? 

Select two characters or events. Compare 
and contrast them. Use specific details 

Copyright © 2021 by American Reading Company®

Reader: Room: 

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Read at least one full-length chapter book in each of these genres: Historical 

Fiction, Biography, Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Contemporary Fiction.
3. Choose a topic in Science or History to explore. Become an expert on it.
4. Find a poet you particularly like. Become an expert on his/her work.
5. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone 

reminding you.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Literature
1. Identify the genre of this text.  What 

are the key elements of this genre? 
What other books have you read in this 
genre or by the same author?

2. Describe how the plot unfolds in a 
series of episodes toward a resolution. 
Include how the characters change 
along the way.

3. Determine the theme or central idea 
of the text. Use details from the text to 
support your thinking. How does this 
reflect the genre?

4. Identify an example of figurative 
language and discuss its impact on 
meaning and tone.

5. Select a key sentence, chapter, scene, or 
stanza and describe how it fits into the 
overall structure of the text. How does 
it affect theme or plot?

6. Discuss how the author develops the 
point of view, or perspective, of the 
narrator in the text.

7. Compare and contrast this text with 
another one you’ve read about the 
same topic or theme in a 
different genre.

Informational Text
1. From what field of study is this text? 

What did you already know about 
this subject?

2. Provide an objective summary of the 
text in one sentence.

3. Determine a central idea of the text and 
explain how it is supported by 
key details.

4. Analyze in detail how a key idea, event, 
or person is introduced, described, and 
developed in the text.

5. Select a key word, sentence, paragraph, 
chapter, or section and describe how it 
fits into the overall structure of the text 
and helps develop the central idea.

6. Trace the author’s argument. Which 
claims are supported with valid reasons 
and evidence? Which are not?

7. Determine the author’s point of view or 
purpose for writing and how it 
is conveyed.

8. Compare and contrast two authors’ 
presentations of the same topic.

*265449*
SC-CCR-PU-V9

Unit 3 Unit 4
Focus Standards: R.2, R.3, R.5, W.3 Focus Standards: R.6, R.8, W.1

All Speaking & Listening Standards and all Language Standards are covered in all four Units.

*Actual titles may vary.

Literature Reading, Writing, & Analysis 
in One Literary Genre

Argument Writing & Research 
in One Social Studies Topic

100 Book Challenge Rotating Classroom Libraries: Multicultural, multiperspective texts provide high-volume practice in school and 
at home.

Literary Genre Text Set
(80 Books)

Informational Text Set 
(20 Books)

Novel Study: Use mini-lessons and shared/close reading of 
complex texts to teach literary elements and analysis while building 
knowledge and vocabulary in topics connected to the genre.

Genre Study: Students read from a library of both books in the 
genre and informational texts related to the genre.

Integrated Reading & Writing: Students read to write essays about 
the genre and their own stories in the genre.

Argument & Debate: Students learn History content as they learn 
to make and evaluate proficient arguments.

Build Knowledge & Vocabulary Through Research: Students 
practice applying what‘s been taught in the Unit’s topics.

Integrated Reading & Writing: Students integrate new knowledge 
and vocabulary to form opinions and craft well-reasoned and 
supported arguments on the topic.

ARCH

#1 Drafting
________________________________________

ARCH

Every sentence begins with a capital letter.

The proper name of any person, place, or thing 

Every major word in a title begins with a capital 

Homonyms have been double-checked.

#3 Editing#1 Drafting

© 2013 by American Reading Company®

________________________________________

Direct quotations are set up correctly.

Apostrophes are used correctly.

Every sentence begins with a capital letter.

The proper name of any person, place, or thing 
begins with a capital letter.

Every major word in a title begins with a capital 

Every word is spelled correctly.

Homonyms have been double-checked.

#3 Editing

Did I accurately use all relevant domain-specific vocabulary?

Is the voice and tone of my writing appropriate and effective?

________________________________________

The proper name of any person, place, or thing 

Every major word in a title begins with a capital 

#3 Editing

© 2013 by American Reading Company®

Student’s Name: ________________________________________

H

LALAL BSBSB

Elements of Argument

A good opinion piece includes:

Opinion: Your claim/position/point of 
view.

Evidence: Give facts, details, and 
examples that support this opinion.

Reasoning: Explain your thinking. 
Explain how/why you believe that this 
evidence shows that your opinion is 
correct. 

*Based on Toulmin’s Argument Framework

Did I use powerful, emotionally engaging language?

Did I accurately use all relevant domain-specific vocabulary?

Is the voice and tone of my writing appropriate and effective?
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Resistance Perspectives The War Reconstruction Legacy

What was this 
person’s relationship 

to the history of 
enslavement and 
resistance in the 
United States? 

Who were this 
person’s allies and 
adversaries? Why?

What was this 
person’s experience 

during the war itself? 
Why?

What was 
this person’s 

experience during 
Reconstruction? Why? 

What is this person’s 
legacy today? 

Geography

How did geography 
shape this person’s 

Research Card

Select a Civil War Era person.

Who were this person’s allies 

experience during the war 

*246508* 
SC-CWRESEARCHCARD-V2
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 ADVENTURE
& Survival

 ADVENTURE
& Survival

& Survival

Characters

The Hero

Antagonists Great & Small

Supporting Characters

Mood

Setting

Physical/Temporal

Social/Cultural

Danger/Threat

Factual Basis

Plot & Themes

Central Conflicts

Peril

Task

Search for Self

The Journey

Author’s Themes/Purpose

Story Elements in ___________________

main character?main character? character(s)
• Relation to the basic 

conflict or problem

Enemy/Antagonist
What is the protagonist 
struggling against? Why?
• A person
• A group
• An event

Mood
What makes this book 
feel fast-paced? Gripping? 
Adrenaline-packed?
• Plot/conflict
• Action
• Dialogue
• Word choice
• Writing style

© 2017 by American Reading Company®

Setting

Physical/Temporal

Social/Cultural

Danger/Threat

Factual Basis

Story Elements in 

character(s)
Relation to the basic 
conflict or problem

Enemy/Antagonist
What is the protagonist 
struggling against? Why?

A person
A group
An event

What makes this book 
feel fast-paced? Gripping? 
Adrenaline-packed?

Plot/conflict
Action
Dialogue
Word choice
Writing style

Author’s Purpose 
or Theme 

Environment

Character vs. 
Self

Character vs. 
Character

Character vs. 
Society

Conflict is at the heart of what makes a good adventure story. Use this organizer to explore 
how and why authors use different kinds of conflict. Remember to use examples from the text.

Select a Civil War Era person.

Who were this person’s allies 

experience during the war 

© 2019 by American Reading Company®

Reader:

Select a Civil War Era person.

Research Questions:

1.

2.

3.

in the United States? 

4. Who were this person’s allies 
and adversaries? Why?

5. What was this person’s 
experience during the war 
itself? Why? 

6. What was this person’s 
experience during 
Reconstruction? Why? 

7. What is this person’s
legacy today? 

© 2019 by American Reading Company®
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main character?main character?

© 2017 by American Reading Company®

main character?main character?
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5th-Grade Yearlong Scope & Sequence
Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4
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Common Core Standards

Unit 1: ARC Literacy Lab Unit 2: Informational Writing

Q1: 1st 6–8 Weeks of School Q2: Approximate Weeks 9–17
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Reading #1: Read closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 

Reading #4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used 
in a text, including determining technical, connotative, 
and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word 
choices shape meaning or tone. 

Reading #10: Read and comprehend complex literary and 
informational texts independently and proficiently.

+ Review of all Reading Standards

Reading #2: Determine central ideas or themes of a 
text and analyze their development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas.

Reading #5: Analyze the structure of texts, including how 
specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the 
text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each 
other and the whole.

Reading #7: Integrate and evaluate content presented 
in diverse media and formats, including visually and 
quantitatively, as well as in words.

Across ALL Four Units: Reading #1, Reading #4, Reading #7, Reading #9, Reading #10
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Writing #9: Draw evidence from literary or informational 
texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Writing #10: Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Writing #2: Write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine and convey complex ideas and information 
clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content.

Across ALL Four Units: Writing #4, Writing #5, Writing #6, Writing #7, Writing #8
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Across ALL Four Units

Speaking & Listening #1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with 
diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Speaking & Listening #2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally.

Speaking & Listening #3: Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.
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Across ALL Four Units

Language #1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking.

Language #2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing.

Language #3: Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make 
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

5th-Grade Independent Reading Level Assessment (IRLA) Targets*

*See SchoolPace for current target based on your school/district calendar.

Leave No Reader Behind

5.0 (Or) 5.2 (Or+) 5.3 (Or+) 5.4 (Or+)

Unit 1 Unit 2

Scope & Sequence

Unit 3: Narrative Writing Unit 4: Argument Writing

Q3: Approximate Weeks 18–26 Q4: Approximate Weeks 27–36
Reading #2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 
analyze their development; summarize the key supporting 
details and ideas.

Reading #3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas 
develop and interact over the course of a text.

Reading #5: Analyze the structure of texts, including how 
specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text 
(e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other 
and the whole.

Reading #9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar 
themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare 
the approaches the authors take.

Reading #6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the 
content and style of a text.

Reading #8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well 
as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

Across ALL Four Units: Reading #1, Reading #4, Reading #7, Reading #9, Reading #10

Writing #1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis 
of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient evidence.

Writing #3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen 
details and well-structured event sequences.

Writing #1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis 
of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient evidence.

Across ALL Four Units: Writing #4, Writing #5, Writing #6, Writing #7, Writing #8

Across ALL Four Units

Speaking & Listening #4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking & Listening #5: Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance 
understanding of presentations.

Speaking & Listening #6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate.

Across ALL Four Units

Language #4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 

Language #5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

Language #6: Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression.

5th-Grade Independent Reading Level Assessment (IRLA) Targets*

5.4 (Or+) 5.7 (Or+) 5.8/5.9 (Or+) 5.99 (Ready for Pu)

Unit 3 Unit 4

5.5/5.6 (Or+)
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